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EEV. G. H. WILKINSON, M.A., 

VICAR OF S. PETBR'8, EATON SQUARE. 

"A y|"Y dear Wilkinson, — More than eight 
years have passed away since first our 
hearts were drawn together, in those few days 
of retirement and intercourse we were privi- 
leged to share at Coatham. How wondrous 
those years have been in the history of the 
Church of England ! We have seen the Mis- 
sion movement of which we then spake take 
its position among the recognised agencies of 
the Church. We have Eetreats for priests and 
laity, of which we then knew but by rumour, 
even whilst we tried to catch their spirit, now 
frequently held. And, above all, we have seen 
the two great works of God the Holy Ghost, 
with which these agencies are allied, wrought 
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out in the quickening and the deepening of 
the spiritual life. By His love we have each 
been called to a share in this great work. In 
itj though not often allowed to be with you, 
my heart has been drawn even closer to you. 
I have sorrowed in your sorrows, and rejoiced 
in your joys. And I now dedicate these Lec- 
tures to you as an offering of affection to one 
who is indeed a " brother beloved." 

Believe me to be, 

Yours in Our Lord, 

George Body. 



PREFACE. 

r I ^HESE Lectures, as well as those on Justifi- 
cation, are published in obedience to the 
many and oft-repeated requests I have received. 
I first delivered them at All Saints, Margaret 
Street, in Lent, 1869. In the same Lent they 
were preached at Christ Church, Wolverhamp- 
ton, of which I then was the Priest in Charge. 
In Lent, 1871, I delivered a course of four 
Lectures on the same subject at S. Martin's, 
Scarborough; and in Lent, 1872, they were 
repeated at S. Peter's Church, Eaton Square, at 
the request of some who had heard them at 
All Saints, and were anxious for their repetition. 
They weTe, on this occasion, reported, and are 
now published, in nearly the same form in 
which they were then delivered. 

I am aware that I have done no more than 
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skim the surface of this great question of 
Temptation in the spiritual life. This is, in 
some degree, intentional. I addressed myself 
to those who are "babes in Christ," and my 
teaching was, therefore, elementary. There are 
many who, as they seek to live the life of the 
just, are perplexed at the presence and power 
of Temptation. This perplexity often leads to 
despair, beneath which many fall away. My 
hope was that I might be allowed to "lift up 
the hands that hang down and the feeble 
knees" of those who were thus sorrowing. 
This hope, through God's Blessing, has been 
realised more than I could have dared to antici- 
pate, on the occasions of the delivery of these 
Lectures. And my hope and prayer still is, 
that they may aid those who are battling with 
temptation, and that through their publication 
I may be allowed to speak a word in season to 
him who is weary. If these Lectures afford 
comfort and guidance to any sorrowing or 
perplexed soul, the purpose of their publication 
will be attained. 

I must apologise for my delay in fulfilling 
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the promise to publish them. It has been to 
me a matter of anxiety, because I feared I was 
causing disappointment to those who, in their 
too generous appreciation of them, were ex- 
pecting their appearance. But I was unable, 
for some months, to undertake their preparation 
for the press through illness, and my first work 
has been to send them forth without further 
delay. Even now I fear the mark of this 
illness is stamped on them in many imperfec- 
tions. But as they are I commend them to 
the kind judgment of those who read them, 
praying God to bless them to those who in 
temptation need the courage of hope. 
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LECTURE I. 

THE LEADING INTO TEMPTATION. 

S. Matt. iv. 1. 

" Then was Jesus led of the Spirit into the wilderness to 

be tempted of the Devil." 

"~A jTY son, if thou come to serve the Lord, 
-L-"- prepare thy soul for temptation." 
(Ecclus. ii. 1.) So spake a great master of 
the spiritual life before the Incarnation. The 
conditions of this life have been materially 
changed by the Incarnation and Passion of 
Christ, and the consequent gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. But to-day this wise and loving counsel 
has lost none of its preciousness ; for in the 
Catholic Church, as in the Church of Israel of 
old, the spiritual life is not a life freed from 
temptation. It is a life, indeed, of which 
temptation is a prominent feature ; and the 

B 
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Christian man, in an especial degree, is the 
object of the tempter's attacks. Of the fact 
that the spiritual life is emphatically a life of 
temptation there can be no question. It is 
recorded on every page of its history; it is a 
recognised feature of it in every treatise on 
the Life of the Soul. I find it revealed in 
various ways in the Holy Bible. Spiritual 
•writers there arm us to meet temptation by 
giving us holy precepts and warnings. The 
recorded lives of the saints of Bible days, in 
which these precepts find a living expression, 
manifest the power of temptation. Especially 
do those books of the Holy Scriptures, which, 
like those of Job or the Psalms, open up the 
inner life of the soul, make the fact plain to all; 
and so is it when I pass beyond the inspired 
pages to the history of Christ's working in His 
Church. There, again, I see the presence of 
temptation in the lives of the Church's saints. 
I am taught to expect it in the writings of her 
teachers. But I see the great fact most clearly 
in the life of Jesus Christ. That life is wholly 
the model life with which all true Christian 
experience agrees. Thus on every hand I hear 
the advice of the preacher re-echoed — " My son, 
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if thou come to serve the Lord, prepare thy 
soul for temptation." 

My purpose is to speak to you this Lent of 
the spiritual life as a life of temptation. I 
need not linger to prove that this subject is 
one in harmony with the season. It is best 
studied in that wilderness where Jesus was 
tempted, and to which we are now called by 
the Holy Ghost, Who speaks to us through the 
Church. We are summoned there to be with 
Jesus, to gaze on Him Who was tempted for 
us. Oh, how blessed is this spot to us poor 
tempted ones ! How strengthening is the 
lesson His Temptation teaches, as it tells us 
of One Who, in .moments of temptation, is to 
His own a sure refuge ! How refreshing is 
the consolation of knowing in the hour of 
conflict that we are following where He has 
gone before, Who, after His Baptism, "was 
led of the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted of the Devil" 

I am full of hope, also, that it will be fruitful 
in practical results to consider the spiritual life 
in this light. Clear knowledge of its laws is 
of practical importance, if only in saving us 
from perplexity, as we go along a way ever 
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new and strange to us; and such knowledge 
we may gain. It may even save some from 
the danger of making shipwreck of their faith 
through despair ; for of many who began well 
it is too often recorded that " in time of temp- 
tation they fell away." Temptation is sup- 
posed by these to be inconsistent with real 
spiritual life; and w T hen its presence is felt, 
then the soul becomes filled with despair, and 
grace is lost. Whereas, indeed, the knowledge 
that temptation is the necessary condition of 
all Christians living here would not only clear 
the mind of perplexity, but nerve the will for 
the fight. i ' ' 

And of this I am certain, that at the present 
time this aspect of the spiritual life demands 
such a consideration as that to which I sum- 
mon you. These are days of revival through 
the outpouring of the Holy Ghost. . On every 
hand we hear of many conversions to Christ. 
Those who were "dead in trespasses and sins" 
are being made " alive unto God through Jesus 
Christ." This moving of men, under the power 
of the Holy Ghost, is not confined to any one 
class in our land. The ignorant are rescued 
from darkness, the degraded are raised from 



i.] INTO TEMPTATION. 6 

the mire. The man of action, wearied with the 
restlessness of time, is attracted by the Eepose 
of Jesus. The lovers' of refinement and of 
beauty, an ever -increasing multitude in days 
of a high civilisation, are attracted to the alto- 
gether Lovely One. Thanks be to God, day by 
day many are being led to His Feet in peni- 
tence, and made to rejoice in His Pardon and 
His Peace. The number, therefore, of those who 
live to God is ever increasing; and so there 
are many "babes in Christ" to whom it will 
be, through God's blessing, a real help to con- 
sider some of the features of that wilderness 
way through which they must pass to the 
Canaan of God. 

I. We must linger yet longer, however, on 
the threshold of our subject, as we notice more 
at length the truth from which we start. It is 
this — that the spiritual life is a life of tempta- 
tion. Temptation, it is true, is not limited to 
the spiritual man, for temptation is common 
to all. It is with the child in the nursery ; it 
is with the boy at school. Its presence is espe- 
cially seen in opening manhood, when passion 
is strong within, and the things of sense have 
such an attractive power. Its power is mani- 
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fested in middle age, when passion dies down, 
and self-seeking is the great principle of action. 
Nor is old age freed from it; for even when the 
grave is near the presence of temptation is but 
too clearly seen. "Temptation is common to 
all." It is in the palace and in the cottage. It 
is with the cultured few; it is with the toiling 
many. It is with man, and it is with woman, 
all through life. There is no home into which 
the tempter does not enter ; there is no one free 
from his influences, who regards neither cir- 
cumstances, nor age, nor sex. " Temptation is 
common to all." Where is it not with man ? 
It is with him in solitude; it is with him in 
society. It is with him in leisure ; it is with 
him in toil. It is with him in the world ; it is 
with him in the Church. It is with him in the 
day; it is with him, sometimes with peculiar 
force, in the watches of the night. Yes; " Temp- 
tation is. common to all." Eecognising this fact, 
I yet assert that it is the spiritual man who 
knows most acutely the power of temptation. 
Dreadful and dreaded as its power is on every 
hand, it is yet true that no man knows what is 
the intensity of that power until " he comes to 
serve the Lord." This is a truth which I seek 



1.] INTO TEMPTATION. 7 

to impress on you, because it is one too often 
forgotten, and through this forgetfulness there 
comes perplexity and despair. The man of the 
world knows the power of temptation over 
himself, but imagines that the servant of God 
is shielded from its attacks. In some way 
the voice of God reaches him, and he passes, 
through the grace of conversion, into a life of 
obedience. He revels in the blessedness of 
God's Peace, which is his through the sprink- 
ling of the Precious Blood upon his contrite 
soul. Thus rejoicing in God's love, he seeks 
to follow Him in His life. Ere long he finds 
himself in the Wilderness of Temptation, and 
there the stern realities of Christian conflict 
become a matter of experience. His joy dies 
down, and he becomes conscious of the pre- 
sence of the tempter moving him to give up 
this walk a with God." His soul becomes filled 
with anguish at the persistent and powerful 
assaults of fierce temptations. What does such 
an one need but this, — to recognise in them 
the foes he has been led to contend with by 
the Spirit of God? What, but ever to re- 
member that the spiritual life is a life of 
temptation? I am so anxious to leave this 
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fact upon your minds, that I will expose myself 
to the charge of repeating myself, whilst I 
again state the spiritual position of him to 
whom I would especially speak. The crisis of 
conversion has been passed by him, and now 
Jesus is enthroned within, and the whole nature 
is yielded to His guidance. He has " seen and 
tasted that the Lord is gracious." Beading in 
the Person of the Crucified the forgiveness of 
sins, he bows himself down before the mani- 
fested love of God, and he receives into himself 
the recreating passion of His love. In its power 
he goes forth to walk with God in newness of 
life, and yearns to yield to Him all that he 
has and is. He passes into the spiritual life, 
tha,t is, a life which is guided and controlled by 
the Spirit of God. 

Now it is that the presence and power of 
temptation is felt as it never was before. In 
the midst of his efforts to yield obedience to 
God's will, he becomes conscious of an evil 
power ever on his track, moving him in varied 
ways to do that which he knows to be wrong. 
He seeks to subdue his flesh to his spirit ; but 
this ever-present power of temptation goads 
him persistently through this flesh to gratify its 
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yearnings by doing some renounced action, or 
by neglecting some recognised duty. His con- 
fession is — 

" The while I fain would tread the heavenward way, 
Evil is ever with me day by day." 

A moment's thought will, however, deliver suph 
an one from perplexity, as " his soul is troubled" 
through temptation. The fiercest attacks of the 
tempter are naturally directed against him who 
is striving to follow Christ. 

The man of the world needs no such assaults 
to reduce him to slavery, because he is led 
captive by the Evil One at his will. There is in 
him no such power of resistance as is in the 
man who has been made free by Christ. And 
if this be so, it is plain that the man who is 
easily overcome can know nothing of that fierce 
temptation which provokes the agonising con- 
flict of the soldier of the Cross. The Devil is a 
wise foe : he never wastes his strength. Upon 
those who are easily subdued he brings but a 
little power to bear. He reserves his greatest 
efforts for those who resist him manfully. The 
greater your power of resistance, the stronger 
your determination to be holy, the more intense 
will your temptations be. As it was with Jesus, 
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so is it with His Elect. As He was tempted in 
the Wilderness of Temptation, so are they who, 
in obedience to His call, "come to serve the 
Lord." 

Another fact makes the presence of tempta- 
tion to be felt with increased intensity in the 
spiritual life. He who lives beneath the Shadow 
of the Cross is gifted by grace with a heart that 
is supernaturally sensitive of the presence of 
evil. Thus it is that there is for him sorrow in 
temptation. " He suffers being tempted" is true 
of each living member of the Mystic Body as 
it is of the Head. The natural man, lacking 
this sensitive nature, knows nothing of this 
sorrow of grace. Do not misunderstand me. I 
do not say that for him there is no suffering in 
temptation, because I know that this is not 
true in every case; but his suffering differs from 
that of the believer alike in degree and in kind. 
When the natural man suffers, it is either be- 
cause he dreads the consequences of his sin in 
time or eternity, or because it wounds his self- 
respect. And as time goes on his suffering 
decreases, because through his constant yielding 
to temptation his moral sense becomes blunted. 
, The spiritual man's agony in the hour of 
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temptation arises from his knowledge of the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin. He is only too con- 
scious of his own weakness, and so dreads his 
falling, under the solicitations of the tempter, 
into those acts of sin which are committed 
against the Love of God. He sees that sin ,is 
the piercing of the Sacred Heart with sorrow ; 
that it is the cause of the Passion of Jesus. 
And to him there is no sorrow so great as that 
of grieving that Personal Saviour in Whom he 
has found pardon and peace. Hence it is that 
he " who has tasted that the Lord is gracious " 
is the one by whom the power of temptation is 
most keenly felt. The peculiar intensity of 
temptation which we recognise in the lives of 
Jesus and the Saints is explained, because 
against them the tempter directs his fiercest 
attacks, as he seeks to reduce them again to 
bondage; and because, through the action of 
the Holy Spirit, they are gifted with a nature 
which is peculiarly sensitive to the power of 
that temptation to which they are ever exposed. 
If we are to anticipate aright the path that lies 
before us leading to the Heavenly Land, we 
must not dream of it, then, as one sheltered 
from the presence of evil, but see in it the 
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wilderness, where we, like Christ, must be 
" tempted of the Devil." 

II. The Christian pilgrim is ever exposed to 
temptation from the font to the grave ; but 
there is a stage in the spiritual life which may 
be especially termed the state of temptation. 
It is the earlier days of Christian living, before 
the will has become strengthened, experience 
gained, and habits of grace acquired. It is a 
fact that of those who draw back from follow- 
ing Christ, the larger number fail here. The 
fact, that temptation is a characteristic of the 
earlier stages of the life of grace has been 
clearly stated by a modern writer on the 
spiritual life.* He divides it into three great 
divisions. The first, the region of beginnings, 
or, as we should call it, the time of conversion. 
This is a period of intense joy, of marvellous 
helps, and of strange yet blessed experiences. 
But it is a period quickly passed, and is not the 
abiding condition of the soul. It is followed 
by a second division, which he calls the wilder- 
ness way. This is a great period of temptation, 
and it is one not quickly passed over, but of 
long continuance. The third stage he calls the 

* Faber's " Growth in Holiness." 
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mountain way. It is a time of hushed repose 
of soul in the Presence of God, in which it is 
blessed with deep revelations of God's will, and 
made beautiful with God's reflected glory. It 
is a time in which great sacrifices are possible, 
and in which the believer, like the saints of old, 
wrestles with God and prevails. 

Our attention at this time is to be fixed on 
the second of these divisions — the Wilderness of 
Temptation. They to whom I speak have passed 
through the region of beginnings, and, through 
the grace of conversion, have entered into con- 
scious union with their Lord. The new song of 
thanksgiving unto God has been put in their 
mouth, and they have sang it with lips of 
jubilee. Now they find themselves face to face 
with the stern realities of the spiritual life. 
When the writer to whom I have referred spake 
of this time as the wilderness way, he was 
describing it in a manner not simply imagi- 
native. This time of temptation is associated 
with the wilderness in the Holy Scriptures, 
and through it all must pass who would gain 
the Holy Land. 

Two great events, of which the wilderness 
was the scene, teach us this truth. The first is, 
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the journey of the ancient people of God from 
Egypt through the wilderness to the Land of 
Promise. That this history is typical of the 
life of Christians, we are taught by the Holy 
Ghost. In it we can see distinctly foresha- 
dowed the path we are called on to tread ; and 
in so seeing it we are not giving an unre- 
strained license to the imagination — we are but 
following the guidance of Him who has told 
us that " all these things happened unto them 
for ensamples : and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world 
are to come." (1 Cor. x. 11.) Hence it is im- 
portant for us to study, with earnestness and 
prayer, the records of Israel's deliverance from 
Egypt, and of the wilderness way. In them we 
see foreshadowed our own deliverance from 
sin in her escape from Egypt. She passed into 
safety and liberty through the passage of the 
Eed Sea, and through the overshadowing of the 
cloud ; for she was baptized unto Moses in the 
cloud and the sea. We enter into the salvation 
that is in Christ through the sprinkling of His 
Precious Blood and the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
Her joy in the hour of deliverance foreshadows 
purs as we rejoice in God's pardon. Upon the 
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Bed Sea shore, gazing on its waters, with her 
foes lying dead at her feet, Israel sang her 
joyful song of triumph unto her redeeming 
God. We, gathering at the foot of the Cross, 
gaze on the Sed Sea of Christ's Passion as we 
rejoice in the manifested love of God, and at 
His destruction of sin and death. Her separa- 
tion from Egypt, as the Elect of God, foresha- 
dows our separation from the world to be His 
own through His Electing Love. Between her 
past in Egypt and her present on that joyful 
morn there rolled the separating waters of the 
Eed Sea. Between our position in grace and 
our past life of thoughtlessness and sin there 
is the greater separating banner of the Precious 
Blood of the Covenant, wherewith we are 
sanctified. Like Israel in her deliverance, we 
are like her in her trials. If with her we pass 
through the Eed Sea, with her also we must 
follow through the wilderness the leadings of 
the Holy Ghost. Now Israel's wilderness jour- 
ney, we are distinctly told, was her "day of 
temptation." (Psa. xcv. 8.) 

Its history fully justifies this description; 
and if in it we are to see a picture of om? own 
lives, we cannot fail to learn that trials and 
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temptations await us. Our way, liks hers, lies 
through " a great and terrible wilderness." By 
the Providence of God, our conversion lands 
us in this wilderness by His will. We must 
hunger and must thirst in the wilderness, and 
at Eephidem. We must fight with Amalek 
" until the going down of the sun." We must 
know the weariness of the way, and the power 
of its sore discouragements. " We must through 
much tribulation enter into the Kingdom of 
God." But there is for us, as for them, the same 
blessed end to toil and sorrow. Israel's journey 
brought her to the Jordan, through which she 
passed into the land, which is the glory of all 
lands. And we, when life is over, and the hour 
of death is passed, shall take our places in the 
Heavenly Land with those who rest in God. 

Another great event reveals, even more vi- 
vidly, the necessity of thus passing through 
the Wilderness of Temptation. I refer to the 
Temptation of our Lord. His life so really 
reveals the course of a Christian's life, that 
each one who in it walks with God will be 
an imitator of Jesus ; for he will follow in His 
steps. In every stage of His life, from Beth- 
lehem to Calvary, we can see each stage of our 
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own life revealed and consecrated. If so, we 
must pass into the Wilderness of Temptation 
to be with Jesus, where Israel was before. For 
the passage of Israel to Canaan is a picture of 
the Life of Christ, because it is a revelation of 
the life of those who live for God, of whom 
Christ is the Leader. As Israel was called 
out of Egypt, so was Jesus (Matt. ii. 19, 20) ; 
" that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the prophet, Out of Israel have I called 
my Son." (Verse 15.) And as Israel was led 
" by the way of the wilderness," so was Jesus 
led of the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted of the Devil. Nor was it only there 
that temptation assaulted Him; for after his 
defeat the tempter retired " but for a season," 
often to return to the conflict, especially in the 
Garden of the Agony. But it was especially in 
the earlier portion of His public life that this 
temptation was felt. It was immediately after 
His Baptism in the Jordan that He was led into 
the wilderness; so that His Baptism was to Him 
what the passage of the Eed Sea was to Israel, 
the entrance into the Wilderness of Temptation. 
And so it is with us. His Baptism in the Jor- 
dan foreshadows the Baptism of Eepentance, in 
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which we are washed in the tears of penitence, 
as we confess our sins. But after confession 
we are led, like He was of old, " by the Spirit 
into the wilderness to be tempted of the Devil." 
It is by God's permission that we are tempted. 
Eecognise this, and already strength has come 
to you. Know that it is not God's will to 
shield you from temptation, but to guard and 
strengthen you in it, if you will but look to 
Him. Then there can be no ground for dis- 
couragement in the fact of your being tempted, 
for there is nothing wrong in being exposed to 
temptation. Wrong to be tempted, when Israel 
of old was led into the wilderness by God ! 
Wrong to be tempted, when Jesus Christ, the 
Sinless One, was tempted ! This cannot be ; 
and thus God exposes the lie of the tempter 
when he suggests the thought that a state of 
temptation is a state in which God's favour is 
forfeited. To be with Jesus in the Wilderness 
of Temptation, is certainly not to be banished 
from the light of God's countenance. Why 
art thou, then, so cast down, O my brother? 
Why is thy soul so discourarged within thee ? 
Know that thou art in the battle-field, where 
God and the angels and the saints are watching 
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thee with intense interest. Eesist the Devil as 
he comes to thee with his temptations, and in 
the midst of the conflict think of Him Who 
has fought the same fight on the sam$ battle- 
field, that He might aid thee in the hour of 
danger. Fear not; He is with thee, though 
unseen. He has bidden you to carry on that 
conflict with Satan in which He fought; but, 
like Moses of old on the Mount, on the day 
that Israel fought with Amalek, He intercedes 
even as you struggle. To be thus associated 
with Jesus, and thus to cling to Him, will 
make the ' Wilderness of Temptation to be to 
thee as the garden of the Lord,' and thou 
shalt learn by blessed experience even to 
" rejoice in temptation." 

III. We may now, then, advance another step 
as we proceed to ask, Whence is it that tempta- 
tion is such a marked feature of the spiritual 
life ? We ask this question in no spirit of idle 
curiosity. It is one which arises from a com- 
mon perplexity. Very many fail beneath the 
power of temptation. " Many are overthrown 
in the wilderness." We cannot, therefore, help 
seeking to penetrate more deeply into this 
Mystery of Temptation. Had God forbidden 
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us thus to enquire, we would have simply said, 
"Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" 
But there is no such reservation of the question 
as one of those " secret things which belong to 
the Lord God." A common difficulty, then, 
on this question may be thus stated. The 
salvation of sinners is the longing of the heart 
of God. Of this they cannot doubt who have 
knelt at the foot of the Cross. Whence comes 
it, then, that He leads those whom He has 
brought to Himself into the Wilderness of 
Temptation, where many are overthrown ? God 
is Omnipotent. Why, then, does He not shield 
His Elect from the tempter's power ? We must 
ever remember what God's saving work is ; viz., 
a deliverance from the power of sin as well as 
from its guilt. His yearning is for a holy 
people, and His work gives expression to this 
yearning while it ministers to it. He chastens 
us "for our own profit, that we may be par- 
takers of His Holiness" (Heb. xii. 10) ; and 
through His grace even the temptations of the 
Evil One perfect the Christian character. This 
perfecting of the character, which is its recrea- 
tion through grace, necessitates our deliverance 
from the indwelling power of sin. This de- 
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liverance, which St. Paul calls " the putting off 
of the old man," is a slow and painful work ; 
for it is only " by little and little" that it is 
wrought out beneath the power of God's 
chastisements. And it is for this purifying 
chastening that God permits the temptation of 
His Elect, that they may in the wilderness be 
brought even nearer to Himself. Hence the 
Love of God is seen in thus leading us into 
temptation, since by it He works out His pur- 
poses of Love. 

If we would understand the presence of 
temptation in the spiritual life, we must also 
remember the conditions under which each 
Christian man lives it. Whilst he has ceased 
to be of the world, he is still in it, and it is 
there that he is called upon to follow Christ. 
Living in the world as Christ's soldier, it is 
his calling to be the foe of all that is evil — 
the brave champion of all that is good. This 
position involves a sustained antagonism to 
the Kingdom of Evil — a fervent allegiance to 
the Kingdom of God. It implies the casting 
down in the lists of the world of the gauntlet 
to the Evil One — a challenge he is ever ready 
to accept. There is such an Evil One, since 
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evil, like goodness, is an organised power under 
a personal head. This truth underlies the 
Apology for His work which our Lord gave 
when He defended Himself from the charge 
of union with Satan. There we are biddpn 
to see the Personality of Satan; and indeed 
this is in agreement with what we see around 
us. We attain to the idea of a head to the 
Kingdom of Evil in the same way as we do to 
that of a Personal God. Around me on every 
hand, and through all time, I see one purpose 
of goodness and* mercy working out in the 
world, and from it I mount to the idea of a 
Personal God. Unity of purpose, perseveringly 
maintained as the ages of time roll on, reveals 
the presence of a controlling Mind. There is 
One in Whom this Mind is, and He is God ; and 
so from this unity of beneficent purpose I 
learn to believe in a Personal God. But in the 
same way I recognise evil as an organised 
power under a personal head. There is one- 
ness of purpose to be seen in the workings of 
evil, and I recognise in this the regulating and 
directing action of One in Whom there is Mind. 
Thus I find myself in life face to face with 
Satan and with God, and each as the head of 
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two kingdoms, between which there is un- 
ceasing war. Under God's Banner I see ranged 
in due order the countless multitude of the 
angels. Under Satan's Banner I see gathered 
the fallen angels, who are the soldiers of hell. 
This earth is the battle-field, where good and 
evil, God and Satan, meet in conflict around 
man. The reason of this fact we do not really 
know. It has been conjectured from certain 
hints given in Holy Scripture, that in the 
days before his rebellion, "when a glorious 
angel of God," Satan had been invested with 
some kind of government over the world, "and 
that after he was cast out of Heaven, there 
remained to him a possible dominion, for evil 
and for hurtful interference."* And, again, it 
has been supposed that Satan's malice against 
man has been aroused by his knowledge of 
man's exaltation through the Incarnation, and 
that because of this he has sought to frustrate 
the purposes of God by reducing man to his 
own rule. But whatever be the reason of this 
choice of the earth as the scene of the war- 
fare, of the fact there is no question. It is 
here that good and evil meet in deadly fight, 

* Freeman's M Divine Service," vol. ii. 30, 31. 
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and the prize for which they contend is man. 
Here there must be temptation for the believ- 
ing follower of the Lamb. Jesus, as the great 
Liberator of sin -bound man, purchasing his 
freedom with His Precious Blood, comes to him 
in the power of His Spirit, and bids him to be 
free. He hears the gospel of liberty with a 
gladdened heart, and in the strength of Christ's 
redeeming grace the strong man armed is 
cast out, and the sinner is free. But whilst 
cast out, he is not destroyed, nor is his power 
taken from him. He is still powerful to solicit, 
powerful to subdue; and whilst man lingers 
here the efforts of the Evil One will never be 
relaxed, whereby he seeks to reduce again to 
bondage him who has escaped from his power. 
But he can only re-establish his throne within 
through a conquest over the will, and hence he 
is ever busily tempting each loving child of 
God; and it is because I am a living man in 
this world, in which the combat rages between 
good and evil, that the tempter is ever with 
me, moving me to sin. 

These two answers would suffice to solve 
the question, why God allows His people to be 
tempted. He wills that His people should be 
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trained by temptations, and to be fitted for 
their Heavenly Home. And so their lot is cast 
in this world, where the presence of evil is 
manifest, and where of necessity they are ex- 
posed to its attacks. 

Additional light is cast on this mysterious 
power of temptation on Christian men, when 
we remember what they are who have thus 
risen in rebellion against the prince of this 
world. Temptation is for these reasons a ne- 
cessary feature of their life. 

Man's position in creation involves his lia- 
bility to temptation — a liability which he who 
seeks to yield obedience to the Creator s will 
must most powerfully experience. Every crea- 
ture of God is created for a purpose, and that 
purpose is to it its law of life. "Thou hast 
created all things, and for Thy pleasure they 
are and were created." The Creator of this 
world certainly is not one Who creates without 
such a purpose. It is revealed to us in that 
Reign of Law of which we hear so much. This 
Reign of Law unveils to us the Purpose and the 
Will of that Personal God Who is not the slave, 
but the Lord of Law, and Who is strong to exe- 
cute His Will. But this Will is imposed on His 
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creatures in two different ways, just as they are 
divided into the two classes, of those which 
possess, and those which want intelligence. and 
will. The obedience of the latter is by con- 
straint, and the laws which are given to it can- 
not be disobeyed. In that ceaseless worship 
wherewith the Creator's glory is shown forth 
in the great Temple of the Universe, even His 
unintelligent creatures "give to the Lord the 
honour due unto His Name." The planets as 
they revolve in the firmament of Heaven, the 
lark as it mounts up to greet the morning sun 
with its Matin Hymn of joy, the blackbird at 
eventide as it sings its Vesper Song, all show 
forth His Glory as they yield obedience to His 
Purpose in Creation. But in their service there 
is something lacking ; it is a service of instinct, 
not of intelligence ; it is a service of constraint, 
and not of free will. 

In such homage God's Being is not fully 
manifested, nor His Glory fully proclaimed. 
There is, in a word, no moral worth in this wor- 
ship. The planets move, and the birds sing, 
because perforce they must, and such a service 
does not fully minister to the glory of Him 
Who is Intelligence and Will. But here our 
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gaze is fixed on angels and on men; for that 
which the lower creatures want God has given 
to them. It is man's greatest honour that his 
service has a moral value, since it is the rational 
service of the intelligent creature, and the will- 
ing service of the free. " To will is ever present 
with him," and bowing himself down before 
the Unseen God, his mind is illuminated by 
the Holy Spirit, so that his service is " reason- 
able/' and his will is so directed by the same 
Spirit that he serves willingly. Yes, willingly. 
But will is will. If you take from the will its 
freedom of willing, then you rob man's obedi- 
ence of all moral value, which is the great blot 
on all fatalistic systems. You dethrone man 
from his throne of dignity, and make his ser- 
vice to differ only in degree from that of the 
material or animal creature. 

Bilt, with his power of willingly yielding 
obedience to God, comes of necessity the possi- 
bility of refusing this obedience. In the power 
of the will he can will to do that which is 
right ; in the same power he can will not to do 
it. And since, as we have seen, his lot is cast 
in a world where evil is as an organised power, 
ever active in its own work, it follows that this 
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will must be exposed to the attacks of him 
who is the foe of men and God. Hence man's 
position as a moral creature on the earth in- 
volves temptation. But he is not only a moral 
creature, he is also a sinful creature. " Sin 
dwelleth in me," is the world-wide cry of man. 
It matters not that materialists deny that there 
is such a thing as sin. The reason of their 
denial it is not hard to find; when facts are fatal 
to their theories, they seek to deny the facts. 
Now sin is a fact, and denial of it is unscien- 
tific, because it can be reconciled neither with 
the external facts of life, nor with the inward 
consciousness of men. Around me I see sin 
on every side; that is, man missing the true 
end of his being, and falling into degradation 
and sorrow. And within me I find a principle 
of sin, of which I am only too conscious — of 
the reality of which I am as certain as that the 
sun shines at mid-day. " Sin dwelleth in me" 
as a felt power, breathing corruption within 
me, working as an evil leaven, so that it forces 
me in horror and agony to cry, " God be mer- 
ciful to me a sinner." No philosophy, my 
brethren, that denies or ignores the reality of 
sin, as an indwelling power in man, can ever 
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speak home to the human heart, or satisfy the 
human intellect. It cannot reveal to man the 
mysteries of his inner self, or meet the wants of 
his heart. It does not square with the facts, of 
which I am conscious, without and within, for 
" sin dwelleth in me." There is in man a lower 
nature that yearns for self-gratification, as well 
as an higher nature that soars to God. There 
is nothing of which men are more conscious 
than of this duality of being. But if so, then 
it follows that the power of temptation must 
be keenly felt by the regenerate man, who seeks 
to respond to the laws of his regeneration. 
The tempter has, as it were, his allies within 
the citadel of man's being, and he will ever be 
inciting the lower nature to move the will to 
gratify the hunger and the thirst of the pas- 
sions, and to throw off the restraint of the laws 
of God. Upon these passions he acts through 
the senses, as at the first temptation in the 
Fall ; but he tempts under conditions of greater 
advantage, because of indwelling sin. Hence, 
since man is not only a moral creature, but a 
sinful creature, he must, as he passes through 
the world where the tempter strives, be ever 
conscious of the presence of temptation. 
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The mighty purpose of God for His regene- 
rate provokes the hatred of Satan, and is a 
reason why they must expect temptation. This 
purpose is realised through the Incarnation, and 
by the union of each of God's Elect with the 
Incarnate through the Holy Ghost. In this 
union man, who is by nature "made a little 
lower than the angels," is by grace raised above 
them, as " crowned with glory and honour." The 
marriage of the Godhead with humanity has 
been God's Eternal Purpose. Man's fall into sin 
could not thwart it, though it introduced the 
redeeming Cross and Passion into the life of the 
Incarnate Son of God. His knowledge of man's 
destined glory in the Incarnation has been 
supposed to be the provoking cause of the re- 
bellion of the Evil Ona It would seem to be 
beyond question the reason of that intense and 
constant warfare which Satan has made on 
man, especially on those who strive to live for 
God, pre-eminently on the Son of Mary. And 
it is because the regenerate are married to the 
Lord, and because the faithful strive to live 
according to the laws of this marriage union, 
that the fierce assaults of temptation must be 
met by them. "Jealousy is cruel as the grave : 
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the coals therefore are coals of fire, which hath 
a most vehement heat" (Cant. viii. 6) ; and the 
jealousy of the Evil One, provoked by thy 
exaltation, thou must endure, man of God, 
as thou followest the Beloved. Temptation is 
therefore a permitted feature of the life of grace, 
not only because it is in agreement with God's 
will, and a necessary fact from the existence of 
the Evil One, but also because it is an essen- 
tial condition of man's life as a moral being, 
who has fallen under the power of sin, from 
which God wills to redeem him, to bring him 
into closest union with Himself. 

IV. We are now thus prepared to notice more 
carefully the circumstances under which the 
believer passes into that special stage of the 
Christian life which we have called the state of 
temptation. My text reveals it to us; for as of 
Jesus, so may it be said of each one of us who 
follow Him — "Then was he led of the Spirit 
into the wilderness to be tempted of the Devil." 

The time of this temptation in the spiritual 
life is revealed in the very first word — " then." 
When ? Look at the words immediately pre- 
ceding them. "Jesus, when He was baptized, 
went up straightway out of the water : and, lo, 
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the heavens were opened unto Him, and He 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, 
and resting upon Him: and, lo, a voice from 
heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased." And "then was 
Jesus led of the Spirit into the wilderness, to 
be tempted of the Devil." There is here, first, 
the glory and the joy of the Baptism, with the 
gift of the Spirit and the witness of Sonship ; 
and then the wilderness, with its sorrows and 
temptations. 

This joy of Baptism, with its blessed gifts, is 
shed upon His Members coming to Him in it 
with repentance and faith. Look at the Baptism 
of Saul of Tarsus. After his three days and 
nights of darkness, fasting, and prayer, under 
the terrors of an awakened conscience, Ananias 
came to him. He preaches the gospel of Peace 
as he says, "Arise, and be baptized, and wash 
away thy sins, calling on the Name of the 
Lord." (Acts xxii. 16.) Saul obeyed the com- 
mand, and was baptized. He went down into 
those waters laden with his sin, and arose out 
of them with the joy of forgiveness beating in 
his heart, and with the peace of that sweet 
witness which the Dove-like Spirit gives to 
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each true child of God. But then he, too, was 
led into his wilderness as he "went into Arabia" 
to be educated for his work (Gal. i. 17) by God 
Himself. 

The joy of this Baptism is witnessed to by 
St. Cyprian, when he says, "After the stain of 
my former life had been taken away by the 
aid of the regenerating water, a pure and 
serene light was poured into the reconciled 
heart, when, through the Spirit received from 
heaven, the second birth transformed me into 
a new man." But the great law of the spiritual 
life was seen also in him whose whole course 
was, as it were, a battling in the wilderness. 
So mighty is the joy of Baptism to those who 
come to it with repentance and faith ! so real 
the comfort to which it leads when the soldier 
of Christ wins the Heavenly Crown ! 

Is it, then, the case that all the baptized 
have passed through the waters of Jordan into 
the Wilderness of Temptation ? In the case of 
all adult recipients of this Sacrament, if they 
come to it with the requisite conditions, doubt- 
less their Baptism brings to them, with the gift 
of Eegeneration, this knowledge of adoption to 
be the sons of God which the Spirit gives to 
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the believer. But in the case of those baptized 
in infancy it is not so. In their Baptism their 
sins are washed away; the gift of the Holy 
Ghost is theirs; and they are made God's 
children by adoption and grace. All these gifts 
are given to every child in the Sacrament of 
Begeneration. But, really given and received, 
they are not consciously realised. They do not 
" see the Spirit of God descending and lighting 
upon them ;" they do not hear " the voice from 
Heaven" witnessing "with their spirits that they 
are "the children of God;" they do not feel 
the blessed peace the Dove-like Spirit gives. 
There must be for them a subsequent realisa- 
tion of and a surrender to the blessings and 
the duties of Begeneration. It is when, as the 
Catechism teaches us, they yield in the power of 
the will to the repentance, faith, and obedience 
promised for them that the song of thankful- 
ness for baptismal blessings first flows over lips 
of jubilee from hearts reconciled to God, into 
which the light has been poured. 

■ The type of the Baptism of the Jordan would 
lead us to see this. The Baptism was not an 
entrance into the Covenant of God ; it was the 
Baptism of repentance of a covenanted people. 
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Confession was an essential feature of it, and it 
typifies rather the cleansing of Absolution than 
the Baptism of our children. It is when we 
have knelt at the Foot of the Cross, and there 
laid our sins on Jesus in repentance — it is 
when we fix the Eye of Faith on His Crucified 
Form, and take home to our souls His Blessed 
Pardon — it is when we read in Him the forgive- 
ness of our sins through His Blood shed, pleaded, 
and sprinkled, that we see Heaven opened, and 
hear that voice of Love which gives the Peace 
of God to the soul. Then, when the gift of 
converting grace has reached us, are " we led by 
the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of 
the Devil;' 

For, brethren, conversion is a fact in the 
spiritual life. Its reality cannot be denied by 
any honest investigator of its facts. Explain 
these facts as you may, there the great truth 
remains. He who in the full light of the mid- 
day sun shuts his eyes to its rays, and then 
denies its existence, does not cause it to cease 
to be. Still the sun is in the heavens, still its 
light falls around. 

So here, denied and ridiculed as conversion 
is, it is a fact — the reality of converting grace 
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meets us day by day. Men who lived natural 
lives, now live supernatural; they who were 
once the men of the world, are now the faithful 
children of the Church ; they who once lived 
"in darkness and the shadow of death," now 
live rejoicing in the light that streams from the 
Sun of llighteousness. Theirs is the realised 
beatitude of sin forgiven, of righteousness 
imparted, and of the hope of eternal life. Ah ! 
even to-day this great work is seen in all its 
stages. Among those who. crowd God's house 
as mere listeners, lo, I see one to whose soul the 
word goes home, and he is awakened. The 
arrow of conviction rankles in his heart as, with 
a broken and a contrite heart, he asks, " What 
shall I do?" Another I see, after his three 
days' seeking, coming near to Jesus in the 
Baptism of Eepentance, as "he is baptized in 
Jordan, confessing his sins." Yet another I see 
returning from this Baptism with a glory on his 
face, revealing the joy of his heart, given to 
him by the voice of Pardon and the abiding of 
the Spirit. Great is his joy in converting grace 
who rejoices in the knowledge of the Divine 
forgiveness and in the recognition of the Father- 
hood of God. Never to be forgotten by some 
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of us is that day when first we knew His 
Peace ! blessed day when first we knew the 
joy of sin forgiven ! blessed day when first 
we dared to say, " The Son of God loved me, 
and gave Himself for me!" blessed day 
when first we yielded to the Holy Ghost, and, 
through the Love He shed abroad within us, 
dared to love the Lord Jesus with a love respon- 
sive to His own! Then, indeed, Heaven was 
seen by us as an Heaven opened by Christ's 
Precious Blood, and from our ascended Lord 
descended that Spirit of God who witnesses in 
the depths of our inmost soul with a voice 
that gives a "peace that passeth all under- 
standing." How long that great joy lasted I 
know not. Its duration is uncertain; it may 
last for a year or more, it may be but for days. 
It is a time of spiritual ecstasy, in which the 
power of the flesh seems to be destroyed, and 
the tempter for a season retires. No one who 
has noticed souls in this early stage of conscious 
life can have failed to have been struck with 
the intensity of their fervour, and with the 
sense of the reality of unseen things which 
they possess. There is no gross temptation now. 
for the tempter is a wily foe, and chooses 
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well his times. The soul is so satisfied in God 
at this time, and the power of the Spirit over 
the flesh is so effectually asserted, that the 
approaches to the soul are guarded from temp- 
tation. 

But the ecstasy passes away. Sin again 
begins to assert its power, and make us con- 
scious of its presence. Heaven is no longer 
open, nor does God seem near ; but a feeling 
of loneliness and desertion steals insensibly 
over the soul. The voice of the Comforter 
is no longer heard, but in its place is the 
voice of the tempter, moving us again to yield 
to his will. Then prayer, that was so easy, 
becomes hard as fervour gives place to dry- 
ness. The heart that beats so warmly with 
love to Jesus becomes cold and dead. The 
dread possesses the heart, either that the past 
has been but the result of excitement, or that, 
if He found us then, we have lost our hold 
of Him now. And then comes that stage of 
temptation of which I speak. Its varied at- 
tacks I cannot now mention, but must reserve 
them for another time. But their purpose is 
clear — it is to lead us to give up following 
the Lord, and to seek for satisfaction and 
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happiness in some created thing rather than in 
God. Alas ! too often this purpose is realised 
as the cast -out spirit " takes with him seven 
spirits more wicked than himself," and enters 
once more into the heart out of which he 
was driven; and "the last state of that man 
is worse than the first ! " Yet, great as is the 
danger of the wilderness, there is no need to 
give way to despair. Jesus is your Fore- 
runner in temptation, and your experience is 
that of all the Saints. Indeed, "it is no strange 
thing which is happening to you." Look at 
the ground around you ; it is moistened with 
the tears of the Saints. You are not called 
to walk in an untrodden path, for it is worn 
with the feet of the Saints. Here the Master 
sorrowed and travailed : here the Saints shared 
His sorrow and walked in His steps. Alone 
He travelled through the wilderness, and the 
Saints follow, not alone, but leaning on the 
arm of the Beloved. Their wilderness jour- 
ney brought them to the rest and to the joys 
of Heaven. They went "from strength to 
strength, until before the God of gods they 
appeared every one of them in Zion." Share 
with them in the conflict and the sorrows of 
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the wilderness, and thou shalt inherit with 
them the Land of Promise ; for they who with 
them follow Jesus in His life of Temptation 
on earth shall be partakers of His glory in the 
Heavenly Land. 



LECTURE II. 

THE RATIONALE OF TEMPTATION. 

S. James i. 14, 15. 

"Every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 
lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it 
bringeth forth sin : and sin, when it is finished, bringeth 
forth death." 

M THE Spiritual life, then, is a life of Temp- 
tation. Last week I tried to lead you to 
recognise this fact with the practical purpose 
of preparing you to meet it. We proceed now 
to examine more closely w r hat temptation is, so 
that we may be braced to meet its trials and 
to brave its terrors. 

The Spiritual life is a life of conflict, and as 
such we entered on it in our Baptism, when 
we were signed with the Sign of the Cross as 
Christ's faithful soldiers. This aspect of Chris- 
tian life is one that is constantly presented to 
us in the Holy Scriptures, and in the writings 
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of the Saints. We shall not fail to read aright 
the great facts of the Church's Life on earth, if 
we remember that her life is here a life of 
conflict. The Church of Jesus Christ is His 
army, gathered together beneath the Blood-red 
Banner of His Cross. She is not an armv for 
times of peace, to be ever on parade; she is 
to go into the world, and contend bravely for 
her God and for the good of men. And she is 
thus to fight, not only in the world, but in each 
single heart in which God dwells. And her 
conflict within the heart is as enduring as her 
conflict in the world, since neither is to cease 
until every foe is conquered. In the world she 
is to do battle until "every knee is bowed" 
before the Cross, and every tongue proclaims 
the Glory of the Crucified. In the heart the 
conflict ceases not until every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God 
is cast down, and every thought is brought into 
the obedience of Christ, and so the intellect 
and the will own His Sovereign Sway. This is 
the aggressive side of the warfare of Christian 
life. In it men wrestle with flesh and blood. 
Since that great day of Pentecost, when the 
Banner of the Cross was unfurled by the Prince 
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of the Apostles, the soldiers of the Great 
Captain have never sheathed their swords or 
ceased to fight. To-day I hear on every hand 
the sound of the conflict; and the old war-cry 
arrests my attention as above the noise and 
turmoil of the fight I hear it echoed by a great 
multitude of voices, "For God and for the 
Church." True it is that the conditions under 
which the contest is waged have not always 
been the same. Sometimes the world has con- 
tended with the Church as it sought to crush 
her by persecution. At other times she has 
attempted to limit her power, and rob her of 
her supernatural strength, as she extends to 
her her patronage. But as age after age rolls 
on, Christ has ever maintained His conflict 
with the world as the sons and daughters of 
the Church have toiled, and prayed, and sor- 
rowed, and died, for the extension of His 
Kingdom. Against superstition has her fight 
been fought ; with despotism has she grappled, 
as the mother of liberty, struggling for the 
freedom of her sons; and with every custom 
that is immoral and degrading has she con- 
tended. Nor has her contest been without solid 
fruits of victory ; for the grand development of 
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human life which marks the eighteen hundred 
years of Christian civilisation have witnessed, 
not only to the power of the Christian faith, 
but to the grand victories of Christian zeal. 

It is, indeed, true that the conflict rages still, 
and in our day the enemies of God and the 
Church are returning to the fight with greater 
boldness than of old. But the Christian is not 
discouraged; for the dark days of Antichrist 
must precede His final victory. Especially does 
the contest rage around the great cardinal 
truths of the Incarnation, and against that 
distinctive morality which finds its support in 
them. " This is that spirit of Antichrist where- 
of ye have heard that it should come; and even 
now already is it in the world." Eapidly ; in 
these days does prophecy become history ; and 
from its verification in the past we trust its 
predictions of the future. Hence the end of 
the conflict we know to be victory — glorious, 
complete, and lasting. It is to end in the com- 
plete regeneration of humanity, in the final 
subdual of evil, and in the triumph on the earth 
of that Kingdom of the Incarnate which shall 
never be destroyed. For never shall the 
Church's conflict with the world cease until 
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that day dawns in which there shall be "a new 
heaven and a new earth, in which dwelleth 
righteousness." But it is not only with flesh 
and blood that she contends; she has to do 
battle with the unseen powers of hell, as well 
as with the world. She " wrestles not against 
flesh and blood, but against principalities and 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places." And it is on her conflict with this 
second antagonist that we must gaze now ; for 
it is in the Wilderness of Temptation that the 
soldiers of the Church of Jesus have to con- 
tend with the powers of liell. I speak to bap- 
tized men now ; for on us all in all probability 
the holy waters have fallen. If so, I speak to 
those who bear upon them God's own mark. 
It has been stamped on them by God Himself, 
Who through His Ministers "seals His servants 
in their foreheads." (Eev. vii. 3.) Angels, good 
and evil alike, see this holy sign of Christ's 
Cross. Why is it stamped on you, unless it be 
to teach you that in it is revealed the great 
law of your life, which is to be a ceaseless 
warfare under Christ's Banner ? You are to be 
not only Cross wearers, but Cross bearers. The 
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holy sign is to be to you, not a pretty ornament 
to be worn even in times of folly and sin, but 
a memorial of Christ's Passion, and of your 
obligation to live ever for Him. It is to remind 
you of that solemn sacramental covenant into 
which you have entered, and by which you 
have vowed to wage unceasing warfare against 
the world, the flesh, and the Devil. 

It is true that the lives of Christian children 
are comparatively sheltered lives. Temptation 
is to be found even in infancy, but not in that 
great intensity wherewith it assaults us in the 
days that follow. Our early days are lived in 
the retirement of home, where we follow Him 
Who dwelt in Nazareth. This is really the 
time of training for the battle of life ; for it is 
the time of education. Education, as we un- 
derstand it in the Church of God, has a moral 
as well as an intellectual aspect. Its object is 
not only the imparting of knowledge to the 
intellect, but the formation of the character by 
the strengthening, the guidance, and the subdual 
of the will. This is indeed one great purpose of 
mental instruction; for through the mind we 
would reach the will. And thus men are pre- 
pared for the duties of life, not only as lived 
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in society, but as lived under the Eye of the 
Unseen God. 

Hence the religious element is necessary for 
all education really worthy of the name; and 
so it is that the teaching of her little ones has 
ever been an object very near to the heart of 
the Church. She has ever striven to teach 
them what are their duties to their neighbour 
and to God, what are the grounds on which 
those duties rest, and what those means which 
God has given to communicate that strength 
in which alone they can be met. Then comes 
the time when childish things are put away, 
and when, conscious of his high vocation, the 
Christian man responds to the manifested will 
of God, and passes on to take his part in the 
Holy War. 

The warfare that awaits us is not only 
against a twofold foe; it is also of a twofold 
kind. It is an aggressive and a defensive 
fight. It is an aggressive fight, because we 
are called on to subdue sinners to God by the 
power of the Cross. Christ's soldier goes forth 
and speaks for Jesus, and seeks the conversion 
of sinners. He yet more earnestly wages war 
against the sins of his own heart as, in the 



48 THE RATIONALE [lect. 

Name and Strength of the Lord of Hosts, he 
"goes up to possess the land" within. Thus 
he deals good blows and true at the power 
of evil. But the blow given wins a blow 
in return ; for he with whom we contend even 
eagerly accepts the challenge — and eveiy effort 
for God, within and without, is a challenge to 
the Evil One. Hence he who lives for God 
has not only to wage an aggressive warfare on 
the battle-field ; he has also to fight a defensive 
fight when in the Wilderness of Temptation 
the citadel of his heart is stormed. 

To this war of defence we are called by 
God, when He leads us by His "Spirit into 
the wilderness to be tempted of the Devil." 
Our heart is as the garden of Eden was of old, 
and in it the tempter seeks to assert his 
power; and God's voice reminds us that it 
must be carefully guarded, since we are com- 
manded "to keep it." (Gen. ii. 15.) "Keep thy 
heart with all diligence; for out of it are 
the issues of life." (Prov. iv. 23.) Like the 
Assyrian hosts around the walls of Jerusalem, 
so are the powers of evil ever besieging thee. 
Be it thine then, like the men on the wall, to 
guard the city ; and like Hezekiah, to lay thy 
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needs in prayer before the. Lord, conscious that 
victory is with Him, and is assured to thee, if 
thou art faithful and true. 

I. In the time of temptation, then, we are 
called on to wage this defensive warfare. In 
it it will be of material advantage ever to have 
clearly before the mind the object of the attack 
of our foe, and the principles of that attack. 
With this knowledge, we are at once found 
prepared for the assault, and are able to meet 
it intelligently ; for we are not fighting in the 
dark. His object and method a little thought 
will make clear to us. You will remember the 
state of soul in which I last week pictured 
those as being to whom I especially speak. 
They have known what it is perhaps to bear 
the terrors of an awakened conscience, as they 
have cried "with strong crying and tears to 
Him Who is able to save" them. They know 
at least the cleansing power of the Precious 
Blood, as they heartily thank their heavenly 
Father that He has called them to this state of 
salvation through Jesus Christ. They know 
what it is to have yielded themselves unto 
God, to serve Him with the obedience of love, 
and their life is the new life in Christ. Now 
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remember what is involved in this great work 
of conversion. Is it not a revolting from Satan ? 
Is it not the enthronement of Jesus over the 
whole being ? Through it they who were the 
servants of sin become the servants of (Job. 
They have now their " fruit unto holiness, and 
the end everlasting life." (Rom. vi 22.) And 
now temptation comes with its fierce assaults. 
With what purpose? Surely it is to reduce 
you again to the bondage of Satan, and re-erect 
his throne within. He strives to work another 
revolution in your heart and life, and so to 
overthrow the reign of Jesus there. Then 
shall his object in temptation alone be gained, 
when you who " have escaped the pollutions of 
the world through the knowledge of the Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ are again entangled 
therein, and overcome." (2 Peter ii. 20.) I 
have already noticed that the purpose can only 
be attained by our own consent of the wilL 
We must "sin wilfully" before we can back- 
slide. It is only by our own willing yielding 
that Christ will leave us, and Satan enter once 
more to reign. " I will not have Thee to reign 
over me" must be our cry to our Lord, ere 
He leaves us, as He left the people of old, 
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desolate. The tempter's purpose in assaulting 
us is this — to become the master of our being, 
the controlling power of our life, and therefore 
he appeals to the will of each tempted one, in 
varied and powerful temptations, to lead him 
willingly again to admit into the cleansed and 
emancipated heart him who in past days of 
degradation and slavery reigned within. To 
again enter into man he moves him to sin, 
because by sin man passes into that state of 
death in which Satan reigns. He tempts him 
to self-gratification, as St. James points out, 
because this self-pleasing "bringeth forth sin; 
and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death." Satan can only reign within those 
who break through the restraint of God's law ; 
and this is sin. "Sin is the transgression of 
the law." Thus does St. John define it; and 
thus we see in every act of sin a violation of 
that law which He has imposed upon His in- 
telligent creation, and which is holy, and just, 
and good. 

Aiming at this, the tempter strives to create 
in man a feeling of impatience at the restraint 
God's Law places to His self-indulgence. He 
would lead us to see in these restrictions either 
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God's arbitrary will or His want of love. 
" Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every 
tree of the garden ? . . . . God doth know that 
in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall 
be opened." (Gen. iii. 1-5.) Such a suggestion 
would find no door of entrance to the mind 
when the tempted one is living near to God in 
ways of self-discipline. But impetuous desire 
for that which is forbidden, if it be dallied 
with, warps the judgment, and the tempter's lie, 
having the aspect of truth, finds credence. For, 
indeed, God's Law is the gift of God's Love. It 
is certainly not a curse, but a blessing. It is not 
the arbitrary decree of a despot tyrannising 
over His people. It is the creation of a King, 
Who seeks by this law to maintain the liberty 
of His subjects. It is, indeed, the guidance of 
God's Hand, leading men through life, and 
guarding them from the dangers that beset their 
path. It is the revelation to the creature by 
the Creator of the ends of His creation, that 
by its acceptance he may find his true rest in 
God. think not, then, of the restraints of 
God's Law as of a yoke of bondage from which 
you would fain be free, but in it see a Father's 
Hand tracing out with loving anxiety the lines 
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within which you can with safety and honour 
pass through life to your Home above ! 

Think yet again how it is in His ways thus 
marked out by His laws that true happiness 
is yours. So thinking, you will arm yourself 
against this attack of the tempter, when he 
would lead you to fret against these laws as 
arbitrary or severe. It is only by responding 
to the Creator's will that the creature can be in 
happiness. This will is revealed in His Law, 
and the Love of God thus shines out in the 
law given amidst the thunders and lightnings 
on Mount Sinai, as well as in the Manger of 
Bethlehem -or on Calvary's Cross ; for the law 
given on Sinai was a great gift of love. Eeceive 
it as such, bind it on your whole being as the 
will of your creating and sustaining God, and 
so in obedience to its precepts will you learn 
the preciousness of the gift. 

Obedience to God is the grand dignity and 
happiness of the intelligent creation. Therefore 
he who is envious of man's dignity and hap- 
piness is ever moving him to disobedience, 
whereby his dignity is forfeited, and his happi- 
ness gives place to sorrow. He yearns to see 
us fall into sin, and therefore he incites us 
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to dethrone God by the assertion of our own 
independence. For this is sin — the making of 
my own longings to be the law of my life, and 
aot the Will of God. " All we like sheep have 
gone astray ; we have turned every one to his 
own way." And the sin is the dethroning of 
God within; for where is God's sovereignty 
owned by him who lives, in rebellion to His 
laws, in a life the regulating power of which is 
found within himself? Then has man fallen 
low indeed when he says, My body is my own, to 
do as I will ; my mind is my own, to think and 
believe what I choose ; my heart is my own, to 
admit within what loves I will to admit; my 
soul is my own, to prostrate before what God I 
will. For in this way, through a license which 
is ever fatal to liberty, the self-willed man 
passes into that sin which ends in death. To 
reduce the emancipated soul to this state is 
the object of Temptation, and the Devil ever 
strives to effect this purpose by leading man to 
lawlessness, since by it God's rule within is 
destroyed, and the Evil One obtains again his 
mastery. " Lust, "when it has conceived, bring- 
eth forth sin; and sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death." 
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II. His purpose, then, is ever one and the 
same, to lead man to break the law of God. 
But whilst his purpose is uniform, his attacks 
are diverse. " Every man is tempted when he 
is led away of his own lust, and enticed. ,, He 
does not attack all men in the same way ; he 
does not solicit all with the same temptation. 
What is a powerful temptation to one man has 
no power over another. Men are variously 
constituted, and each man is tempted with a 
temptation adapted to himself. The tempter 
studies carefully and patiently the character of 
each one, and so adapts his temptations. It is 
an awful thought to think of this Evil One as 
studying us one by one, and a more awful one 
to realise his increasing power derived from 
his vast experience of men. Thus he knows 
each man's " lust," and how most powerfully to 
appeal to it. By lust I understand that natural 
yearning within each man which gives the tone 
to his character, and assigns him a place among 
his fellow-men — a yearning which frets against 
the restraints of law, and is in the natural man 
unregulated desire. In every man there is this 
yearning within, this hunger and this thirst, 
which the Apostle calls im&v/iia, that is, eager 
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longing for some created thing on which the 
heart sets itself. 

This inner hunger and thirst arises from two 
causes. The first, because no created thing is 
sufficient for itself, and it must seek its satis- 
faction without itself. To be sufficient for 
Himself is the prerogative of God. The second, 
because through original sin man's yearning is 
naturally misdirected, and he seeks to find his 
satisfaction in something which is of time and 
sense. There is a true way and a false of 
ministering to this need of man. God would 
lead us to Himself, Who is the Fountain of 
Living Waters, of which they who drink never 
thirst. Satan, professing to minister to the 
same need, would lead us to those wells of 
earth of whose waters we know that they who 
drink thirst again. This lust, then, to which he 
appeals in temptation is that conscious want of 
the creature for something beyond itself, which 
has become a misdirected yearning since the 
fall of man. 

The Devil comes and attacks each man 
through his own lust — through that passion 
which boils and surges within us, God being 
witness, with awful power. Manifold as these 
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passions are, they can be reduced to three 
classes. St. John has thus classed them when 
he speaks of them as " the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life." In one 
or other of these classes all men take their 
place. In which are you, my brother ? 

They who are classified among those whose 
ruling passion is the lust of the flesh are, as 
we all know, many in number. This is a pas- 
sion which takes varied forms of development. 
In one its form is aesthetic and attractive; in 
another, gross and repulsive ; but there is one 
feature common to all — they live for self-gra- 
tification. Their care in life seems to be to 
lead a butterfly existence as they bask in the 
sunshine of pleasure. From childhood to the 
grave it is the one purpose of their being to 
enjoy life. They are building for themselves 
palaces in which they may dwell at ease, and 
their one law of moral guidance is this, " Let 
us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die." As I 
have said before, this passion takes different 
expressions. Sometimes it is an expression 
which is refined and beautiful, as is often 
seen in this great city; and sometimes its 
expressions are of a gross kind. It is so in 
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the man of lust ; it is so in the drunkard ; 
it is often so even in the sporting man. But 
in them all the grandeur of self-sacrifice is 
unrealised, and the obligation of the gift of 
life is ignored. These are the prodigals of this 
world, the squanderers of life. All that they 
are and have is too often sacrificed for self- 
gratification — means, health, character, the 
honour of a great name, the powers of the 
mind, even the soul itself, is sacrificed to this. 
They are the Esaus of humanity, and for the 
mess of pottage they forfeit their birthright, 
with its responsibilities and its glories. 

But they who find their places in the second 
class among those whose lives are ruled by the 
lust of the eyes are in striking contrast with 
these. They, in life, are not squanderers, but 
accumulators. This is a passion, too, which is 
found to take various expressions. In one it 
takes a gross expression, as in the miser; or 
in that spirit of poverty, which makes even 
a rich man cry out, What shall I eat? and 
what shall I drink ? and which produces a 
contemptible parsimony as a man grudges that 
expenditure which befits his station in life. In 
another it takes a more refined expression, and 
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one which is often allied with much generosity 
in feeling and in action. It will manifest itself 
in the passion for the accumulation of land, 
as the one aim of a man's life is how to add 
house to house or field to field. It is not for me 
in this place to enter into the field of politics, 
but I may remind you that the question of 
the accumulation of land is becoming one of 
the great questions of the day. And whilst I 
would remember that there is nothing wrong, 
and therefore injurious to society, in this pas- 
sion duly regulated, I cannot but remember 
that the greed of land is one on which God 
speaks with no hesitating tone in His Word: 
"Woe unto them that join house to house, 
that lay field to field, till there be no place, 
that they may be placed alone in the midst 
of the earth ! In mine ears, saith the Lord 
.of Hosts, Of a truth many houses shall be 
desolate, even great and fair, without inhabi- 
tant." (Isa. v. 8, 9.) Again, it will be a passion 
for the accumulation of works of art, through 
which passion money is wasted, the inheri- 
tance of the child impaired or squandered, 
and even debts of daily life remain unsettled, 
and the tradesman waits to his serious loss for 
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that which self-denial in the gratification of 
this passion would speedily supply. There is 
something radically wrong in the honesty of 
many of our educated classes, who, seemingly 
without scruple, accumulate luxuries among 
them which they have no right to possess, and 
can only obtain through the sin of debt. 

In another the passion is the love of dress — 
a love which, in its power for evil, is one of the 
most fatal of the God-forbidden lusts. It en- 
grosses the thoughts to the exclusion of more 
worthy subjects ; it becomes the great subject 
of conversation, and so of boasting and lying ; 
it feeds that inner pride which is fatal to that 
humility without which Christian life cannot 
be ; and it leads, through debt, to a life which 
is an acted lie, in which restlessness possesses 
the soul, and which ends in that discord in 
families which desolates so many English homes. 
Above all, it is so essentially a selfish passion, 
so utterly wanting in anything that is generous, 
that it makes the character to become con- 
temptibly little, as it fills it with a spirit of 
mean jealousy and self-seeking. 

But these are not the only ways in which it 
manifests its power. If it were, then it would 
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have no power over many minds. It finds an 
entrance into the student's life, until the accu- 
mulation of books becomes a passion which 
ignores the restraints of small means and the 
claims of charity. Here men of comparatively 
small means are sometimes found gratifying a 
passion which is but a somewhat more respect- 
able form of that greed of possession — that amor 
hdbendi which is the second master passion of 
the world. Oh, brethren! ever remember that 
Judas fell into his sin by this passion, and 
that, like Esau, in his self-indulgence, through 
it forfeited his inheritance. 

There are, indeed, those who rise superior 
to these two- great master passions, which 
mould the character and guide the life of the 
great mass around us. They are among their 
fellow-men like Saul of old among the men of 
Israel, " who from his shoulder and upward was 
higher than any of the people." (1 Sam. ix. 2.) 
The passions of the flesh have but little power 
over them, because they are men of disciplined 
will, and know how little their happiness is 
influenced by the means of self-indulgence. 
The passion of greed cannot greatly move those 
who know that a man's life consisteth not in 
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the abundance of the things that he possesseth. 
True happiness is neither to be sought nor 
found in fleshly indulgence, or in the greed of 
possession. It is within the man that it is to 
be found. They of whom I speak are men of 
lordly powers, strong in intellect and in will — 
men, too, who are conscious of their strength, 
and who feel and respond to the movings of 
ambition. They are men whose natural place 
is not among the ruled, but the rulers — not 
among the many who are taught, but among the 
few who guide the opinions of men. In them 
there is nothing little, nothing weak, unless it 
be the littleness of self-consciousness, and the 
weakness of recognised strength. Their very 
strength is indeed their weakness, and herein 
is their danger. 

This is a passion manifest in many fields of 
life. I see in the political world men, conscious 
of their powers of ruling, become absorbed in 
an eager pursuit of a sphere in which those 
powers can be exercised. To gain this sphere 
loyalty to conviction is sacrificed, and every- 
thing is tested by the test of expediency. Then 
the great man condescends to trifle with his 
conscience, and, in his eager pursuit of power, 
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ceases to guide public opinion, and becomes 
himself its echo and its slave. How has " the 
pure gold" of many a character "become dim" 
in the intricacies of the way that leads to 
power ! 

This passion is again clearly to be recognised 
in the intellectual life of the day. It under- 
lies a very great deal of the too prevalent in- 
fidelity around us here. This is the peculiar 
temptation of men of strong intellects, which 
have not been, through the power of the will, 
reduced " to the obedience of faith." I do not 
mean that all the infidelity we meet is that of 
men of strong minds. Nay, many who give 
expression to these opinions strike us as being 
essentially weak, alike by the shallowness of 
their conversation and by the dogmatism of 
their tone. Nothing could be more despicable, 
were it not so serious, than much of the popular 
infidelity of the day. Doubt is fashionable, 
and its profession is almost necessary in one 
who claims to be intellectual. It is doubt, 
hastily borrowed from Lecky or from Buckle, 
or read up with equal haste from some popular 
journal or review. Especially is this the kind 
of doubt I meet with among women ; for as in 
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the days of St. Chrysostom the ladies of Constan- 
tinople were possessed with a ludicrous passion 
for orthodoxy, so now the ladies of England 
are carried away too often by the fashion of 
unbelief. I need not say that it is of no such 
doubters that I speak now. It would, however, 
be most uncharitable and untrue to imagine 
that all doubt was of this kind. There are real 
honest doubters among us, whose doubts we 
must recognise as being such, and who demand 
from us, at the very least, that sympathy which 
is not inconsistent with very real respect. There 
are those even to whom their doubts are an 
agony, but who yet feel that peace were too 
dearly bought by mental servitude. They have 
not learned that their mental life needs the rule 
of God as much as their physical or moral life. 
They are tempted to break from the creature's 
true position by intellectual independence. 
And so it comes to pass that many whose 
allegiance to God, the Truth, would never have 
been shaken by the lust of the flesh or the lust 
of the eyes, are yet moved to rebellion by in- 
tellectual pride. For these there is but one 
way to the liberty of the truth, with all its 
satisfaction and its rest, and that the enthron- 
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ing of God, in real humility, over their intel- 
lectual life-ran enthronement which is made 
when the Love of God, recognised and re- 
sponded to, permeates the whole being, so that 
a man loves God with a surrendered mind as 
well as a surrendered heart. 

The Devil, then, when tempting us to sin, 
appeals to these three inner yearnings, the 
unrestrained gratification of which makes up 
the life of the world. In one of these three 
classes each of us will find our place. To do 
so, we but need to find an answer to this 
question, What is. my ruling passion? Art 
thou one who feelest constantly the yearnings 
for self- gratification, either by leading a life of 
passion or a life of ease? one in whom pas- 
sion boils sometimes with all but irresistible 
power ? If so, the weak part of your character 
is clear to you ; and the nature of those temp- 
tations wherewith the tempter will assault, and 
the object of his attack, is also clear. And 
your policy of defence, it is evident, also is "to 
watch and pray, that ye enter not into temp- 
tation," knowing that whilst "the spirit be 
willing, the flesh is weak." It is by brave 

practise of penitential discipline to reduce the 

F 
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lower self to the obedience of the higher self 
within. It is to strive to bring the body into 
its true relation to the soul, which is to be, not 
its master, but its servant — the organ 'whereby 
it reveals itself. " If ye live after the flesh, ye 
shall die; but if ye through the Spirit do 
mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live." 

Or art thou conscious that thy ruling passion 
is the love of possession in some of its many 
aspects? Canst thou recognise the growing 
power within thee of covetousness, with its 
twin-sister envy ? Oh, my brother, be warned ! 
Kemember that striking incident in the history 
of the great king of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar 
" walked in * the palace of the kingdom of 
Babylon, and said, Is not this great Babylon, 
that I have built for the house of the kingdom 
by the might of my power, and for the honour 
of my majesty?" and even as he spoke judg- 
ment reached him, and he was driven from 
men, and became as a beast of the earth. (See 
Daniel iv. 29-33.) And yet how common is 
this swelling of heart ! How often does God 
hear in the depths of the being the man of 
fortune, gained by ability and toil — the man of 
great landed possessions, increased by his wise 
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policy — the man of splendid homes and all but 
regal state, say, as he contemplates that which 
ministers to the lust of his eye, " Is not this 
great Babylon, that I have built ?" Be brave, 
then, in your warfare with this root principle 
of sinfulness. By brave almsgiving, by earnest 
self-denial, by the recognition of the respon- 
sibilities of a position where much is possessed, 
crush it beneath the powers of thy will. Oh, 
feed it not ! strive to avoid resolutely gratifying 
this longing, lest, like Judas, it master thee 
entirely, and be the cause to thee of unending 
sorrow and undying shame. But if thou art 
brave in recognising its presence, earnest in 
thy efforts to subdue it, in vain shall the 
tempter seek thy ruin through the lust of the 
eyes; for he shall find thee conscious of the 
weak part of thy character, and therefore ever 
guarding it for Christ by watchfulness and self- 
discipline. 

Or yet again it may be that self-examination 
makes thee to recognise the impatience of thy 
mind to all GoD-imposed restraints. Power, 
knowledge, influence, these thou desirest, and 
to gain them by any and every means is thy 
temptation. The impetuous self within thee 
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laughs at every,. "Thou shalt not eat of it;" 
nay, the very marking it as forbidden ground 
attracts thee powerfully to tread it. "Thou 
seekest great things for thyself" beneath the 
unregulated power of conscious strength, which 
is, in one word, pride. If the first is the sin of 
Esau, and the second the sin of Judas, this is 
the sin of Lucifer. If thou art conscious of its 
awful power within thee, seek at Christ's Cross 
for the grace of humility. It is only when con- 
scious strength is wedded with the grace of 
humility that it can cease to be an unregulated 
passion, which is fatal to man's peace and use- 
fulness, and become a virtue of the Christian 
character. Like the three kings of old, bow 
thy conscious strength of will and of intellect 
in lowly humility and adoration before the 
Babe of Mary, and then thou shalt be safe 
from the tempter's attacks on this thy master 
passion. Nay, more; then shall thy strength, 
ruled by thy God, make thee great indeed, as 
thou livest for His glory, and for the good of 
men. The tempter seeks to lead men to satisfy 
their inner hunger and thirst, I have said, in a 
GoD-forbidden way, as He leads them "from 
the fountain of living waters." But God wills 
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to minister to these needs, at first in a partial 
way, but at length in a perfect manner, when 
we reach that land "where they hunger no 
more, neither thirst any more." He is Himself 
the satisfaction of humanity, and for His in- 
telligent creatures there is no other. And in 
Christ He reveals Himself to us as the source 
of satisfaction, and then stills our inner hunger 
by His gifts of grace in Christ ; whatever men 
yearn for in body, mind, or soul, is found in 
Jesus, "the Bread of Life." Is thy yearning 
for rest and peace ? What Home so restful as 
God's Church? What peace so satisfying as 
the peace of Christ ? Is thy yearning for the 
joys of the banquet ? What Banqueting Hall 
so glorious as His Church? What banquet 
like that of His Holy Altar ? Art thou yearn- 
ing to become the possessor of great things? 
He that hath Christ hath all. Of him it is said, 
"All things are yours." Nor is there for him 
the agony of the men of the world in his pos- 
sessions—an agony so graphically described by 
the wisest of men : " Yea, I hated all my labour 
which I had taken under the sun : because I 
should leave it unto the man that shall be after 
me. And who knoweth whether he shall be a 
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wise man or a fool ? yet shall he have rule over 
all my labour wherein I have laboured. For 
what hath man of all his labour, and of the 
vexation of his heart, wherein he hath laboured 
under the sun ? For all his days are sorrows, 
and his travail grief ; yea, his heart taketh not 
rest in the night. This is also vanity." (Eccles. 
ii. 18-23.) But the Christian man enjoys for 
ever the fruit of his labour, for in the in- 
heritance that fadeth not away, to him that 
" worketh righteousness shall be a sure reward." 
But it is pre-eminently to those who yearn to 
do great things, or to acquire great know- 
ledge, that Christ can minister. Who have 
been greater in action than the great men of 
the Church ? Who have left a deeper or more 
abiding mark on the thoughts of men than her 
great teachers, such as St. Paul, St. Augustine, 
or St. Thomas ? Here, again, the permanence 
of the triumphs of Christian men stand in 

• 

contrast with those of the men of the world. 
" The world passeth away, and the lust thereof; 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever." The great men of the world who were 
contemporaries of the Apostles are scarcely 
known to the generality of men by name, and 
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have no present power. But the glorious twelve 
have to-day a power and an influence in which 
they yet reign. Yield thy whole self, with 
all thy gifts of mind and thy strength of will, 
to Christ, and in His Faith thou shalt know 
the truth, in His service thou shalt find . a 
sphere worthy of thy noblest powers, and in 
it thou shalt win glory for thyself, permanent 
and ever increasing, until that day comes when 
He calls thee to share His Throne. 

III. If the tempter is to assault successfully 
those who have yielded themselves to God, 
and have passed into His grace, he can only do 
so by driving them from the stronghold that is 
theirs in clinging to God by faith. For the 
experience of ages confirms the promise of God, 
that He will protect those who trust in Him. 
Sometimes He shields from temptation, when 
He sees them not able to bear it; at other 
times, whilst He permits them, like Job, to be 
tempted, it is only for their spiritual good. 
Nay, so wonderful is His grace, that He even 
makes Satan's victories sometimes to become 
his defeats. I see a Christian man going forth 
to the battle-field to contend with the tempter. 
He fights, and, alas ! he falls, wounded on the 
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field. The hosts of hell, spectators of the 
conflict, now exult in his defeat. But in his 
sorrow there comes before the conquered man 
the vision of the Cross ; and perhaps he re- 
members how one of old said, " Though he fall, 
he shall not be cast away; for the Lord up- 
holdeth him with His hand." Defeated as he 
is, he flies to Jesus, and enters into the Eock, 
as he clings to his crucified Lord. But from 
this battle-field, where Jesus sheltered him 
from the consequences of defeat, he bears away 
with him a solid fruit of victory. Since then, 
learning his weakness, he learns humility; and, 
rescued by Jesus, he is taught, in every hour 
of trial, to know that He is at his side. 

If therefore Satan is to secure the fruit of 
temptation, it is necessary that he should drive 
men from their recognised union with Jesus, 
since in its power they are strong to resist, and 
are even rescued in the hour of defeat. Hence 
he comes and tempts men to despair. You 
know, by bitter experience perhaps, the subtle 
power of this temptation. Out of simple love 
to Him " Who has redeemed you by His Blood, 
and sanctified you by His Spirit," you resolved 
to live as His faithful child. Leaning with 
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such sweet confidence on the arm of the 
Beloved, you went into the wilderness of life. 
At length it was as though He had withdrawn 
Himself; and then, grieved and almost angry 
at your loss, temptation assaulted you, and, 
alas ! you fell. Now, to secure the fruits of his 
victory, the tempter drew nigh, and thus he 
spoke to thee : " See, it is of no avail for you 
to try to live for God. What avails your look- 
ing to Jesus Christ ? Sin is too strong within 
you, and temptation too powerful, to make it 
possible for you to be saved. Where art 
thou now? Thou hast sinned; good resolutions 
are broken; solemn promises set at nought. 
Therefore, because you have been conquered, 
God will have nothing to do with you. You 
had better give in." You see the fallacy of the 
argument now ; but it is powerful, believe me, 
in the " dreary and dark day." Now you know 
that the very fact of your sin should lead you 
to fly with haste to Jesus, Who is ever ready 
to forgive, if needs were, seven times a day. 
Remember this, then, in the hour of defeat, and 
the fruit of victory shall never be secured by 
the tempter ; for Christ will forgive thee, and 
strengthen thee anew. 
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See, then, how it is that despair sometimes 
seizes on you, and robs you of your peace and 
strength.* It is at this conscious union with 
Christ, which is yours through His Grace, I 
repeat, from which Satan must drive you if he is 
to make you again his slave. To effect this, he 
comes to you with a lie, and you listen to it. 
He is a liar from the beginning. With a lie he 
entered Eden ; and still his weapon is the same. 
Yet it is ever a lie grounded on a truth. Notice 
this fact of your warfare more carefully, and 
then he will be powerless to tempt you to 
despair. A man is living in sin, and, lo, the 
spirit of conviction begins to move his con- 
science. He becomes uneasy, and the tempter 
approaches to quench the Spirit's flame. The 
man is yearning for help, and has, perhaps, 
resolved to speak to some Christian man, from 
whom he will receive sympathy and counsel. 
Then the tempter whispers, "You need not 
thus trouble yourself. This is all mere excite- 
ment. Now, be calm, and sensible. You are 
not worse than Others, nor so bad as many. If 
it goes hard with you, most men will be lost, 
and that is inconsistent with the goodness of 
God. Be sure His mercy is great. It is not 
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limited as these bigots of Christians would 
limit it. It is over all His works. So you need 
not be so anxious, but take it quietly, as a sen- 
sible man." He cannot rest, however ; and at 
length he gives in, cries to God for mercy, 
and examines his soul. Now again the tempter 
comes, and with a changed tone. He now says, 
" There is no hope of mercy for you. Look at 
the sins you have committed, and the light 
against which you have sinned! You have 
resisted, time after time, gracious convictions, 
and so you have sinned against the Holy 
Spirit ; for which sin, the Bible says, there is 
no forgiveness. You might as well give up 
praying ; for God will never hear you." 

But still the man perseveres, until God lifts 
up the light of His Countenance upon him, 
and gives him peace. Then, after days of 
fervour are ended, the tempter comes to tempt 
him to presume on the grace of God, by giving 
up strictness of Christian living. His tempta- 
tion is, "You need not imitate these mistaken 
people, who fast, and pray, and give up the 
world, and do penance. Once in grace, always 
in grace ; and you know you are in Christ, and 
therefore your Heaven is secure." And when 



i 



76 THE RA TIONALE [lect. 

the temptation is resisted, he comes with the 
temptation to despair to which we have ialluded, 
the most powerful of all By it especially is 
his purpose realised; for when despair comes, 
Hope is banished, and "we are saved by Hope." 
Even in moments of defeat, if Hope still lives 
in the soul, it raises us up, and bids us yet 
again to return to the conflict, in the strength 
of the forgiving mercy of our God. 

Our subject, then, leaves us now with this 
practical exhortation: Christian Soldier, get 
thee to the battle-field to wage the Holy War. 
Craven-hearted art thou, if thou shrinkest from 
the perils of the conflict. What thinkest thou 
of that soldier who is brave upon parade, but 
weak as a woman in the hour of conflict? 
Brother, I cry again, get thee to the battle- 
field ! Jesus, the Great Captain, summons thee 
there to fight under His Banner. Saints, and 
the King of Saints, have contended there be- 
fore thee, and they beckon thee there " to fight 
the good fight of faith, and to lay hold on 
eternal life." Dread not the hour of tempta- 
tion, but meet it in the Strength of Hope. We 
are saved by Hope. Hope lives in the Eternal 
To-morrow, not in the Day of Time ; it whispers 
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of what shall be, not of what is. Hope ! in to- 
day's defeat it lives in the constant expectation 
of to-morrow's victory. Hope ! he who has it 
is invincible; for he knows not when he is 
conquered, he never dreams of defeat. 

In prayer seek the Grace of Hope. In medi- 
tation nourish it. Above all, at the Blessed 
Sacrament seek for this as thou receivest into 
thyself Him Who is our Hope. Yes, cling to 
the thought of His Indwelling Presence through 
the Sacramental gift, for in the strength of that 
recognised Presence thou shalt be strong to 
contend. In the strength of that meat Hope 
is nourished, with all other graces, until at 
length that morn shall dawn when Hope shall 
be no more. Then, thy conflict over, thy 
victory won, the Great Captain shall place 
within thy hand the Victor's Palm, and on thy 
head the Victor's Crown. 
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LECTURE III. 

WHY WE ARE TEMPTED. 

Deut. viii. 2, 3. 

" And thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy 
God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to hum- 
hie thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine 
heart, whether thou wouldest keep His commandments, or 
no. And He humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, 
and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, 
neither did thy fathers know ; that He might make thee 
know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord doth 
man live." 

T3 UT why am I tempted ? It is clear that 
-^^ through temptation the Evil One is 
ever assaulting those who have broken from 
his power. It is as certain that God wills that 
His people should be tempted^-that, indeed, it 
is one great feature of the Christian life. These 
facts admitted, we are forced to face this ques- 
tion, Why does not God shield His people from 
temptation ? Why does He lead them by that 
way of the wilderness where " many are over- 
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thrown"? This question is asked in no spirit 
of idle curiosity, but in a serious anxiety to 
vindicate the Wisdom and the Love of God. 
Some answer to it must be found, if we are to 
be " strong " in that grace of Hope which we 
have seen to be the one condition of victory in 
Christian warfare. 

We cannot expect to find a perfect solution 
of the question, because it is connected with 
one more mysterious — the origin and existence 
of evil. This is " a mystery," that is, one of 
those secret things which belong to the Lord 
our God. (Deut. xxix. 29.) Eeluctant as we 
are to admit the fact, all knowledge here is 
limited. " We know in part." Science becomes 
more conscious of the vast extent of the un- 
known as it adds more and more of its domain 
to the territory of that which is known. It is 
so with theological knowledge : there is here, 
as everywhere, much that is hidden from us; 
for only that which is revealed belongs to us. 
Hence our answer to any question about the 
existence of evil must be to some extent un- 
satisfying, and therefore we shall find mys- 
teries we cannot solve gathered around the 
question, Why am I tempted ? 
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We can, however, know much if we turn 
with attention to God's Eevelation. In the 
first lecture I brought under your notice an 
opiuion of many masters in theology, which 
affirms that, in days before his fall, Satan 
possessed a power over this world, whereby 
he was its prince. This power, not forfeited 
by the fall, God has ever respected; and 
hence the tempter has ever been appealing 
to men's wills, that he might reduce them 
to obedience to himself. Be this as it may, 
we cannot be wrong in asserting that Satan's 
power of temptation is one which God in His 
Justice has not destroyed. 

Nay, we may say more than this, and that 
is, that God does not shield His Elect from 
temptation, because His Wisdom and His Love 
forbid it. And this for a twofold reason — be- 
cause thus to shield them were to rob their 
service of its moral worth, and because in 
temptation He educates His people as He 
forms within the fundamental graces of the 
Christian character. 

I. It was in the wilderness that God edu- 
cated His people of old in the true sense of 
the word. By education, I understand the de- 
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velopment, in due subordination, of the varied 
portions of man's nature. In the wilderness 
God gave His people mental instruction in the 
laws revealed on Sinai. He gave them aesthetic 
education in the glorious ritual He commanded. 
He gave them the education of the will, as by 
His discipline He taught them to be strong 
towards that which is good. This aspect of 
the wilderness, as the School of God, in which 
He trained Israel in her youth, is recognised in 
God's Word. 

Thus Jeremiah speaks of the wilderness time 
as being the days of the nation's youth: "I 
remember the kindness of thy youth, when 
thou wentest after Me in the wilderness." And 
Moses, in the chapter from which my text is 
taken, speaks of it as the School of God: 
" Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that 
as a man chasteneth (iratScvarj) his son, so the 
Lord thy God chasteneth {iraubevo-u) thee." 
(Ver. 5.) The word here rendered chasten is to 
train or educate by discipline. It is the word 
used by S. Stephen to describe the education 
of Moses in Egypt, when he was educated 
(bra&cvOrj) in all the wisdom of the Egyptians 
(Acts vii. 22) ; and also that used by S. Paul, 
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when he speaks of himself as having been at 
the feet of Gamaliel : " Taught (TrcTraiScv/Aax*) 
according to the perfect manner of the law." 
And, indeed, the wilderness is the School of 
Israel; for there the element of her national 
character was formed; there she learnt that 
faith she has clung to with a magnificent 
though mistaken pertinacity — a faith which 
has made the character of the Jew. And what 
her wilderness journey was to Israel, such were 
the three first centuries to Christendom; and 
such is that earlier stage of the spiritual life, 
which we call the life of temptation, to each 
individual Christian. 

I have already noticed that this stage of our 
life, with its perplexities and its dangers, is 
foreshadowed in this wilderness journey. In 
its records we have a God-given map of the 
land through which we travel and on which we 
must fight. This map is true to the minutest 
details, and if we would be victors in the con- 
flict, we must study it carefully, convinced of 
its practical worth. I shall therefore, without 
further apology, linger at the threshold of our 
subject, to point out to you more at length our 
grounds for believing that the records of the 
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wilderness have this practical value for us. 
S. Paul bids us to ponder over them, when he 
tells the Christians at Corinth that " all these 
things happened unto them for ensamples, and 
are written for our admonition." And they 
who have followed his direction have ever 
found these records to be what the Pillar of 
Fire was to Israel of old — "a lantern unto their 
feet, and a light unto their paths ;" and again, 
when writing to the Hebrew Christians,, he 
remits them for guidance to their wilderness 
journey. Thus, in the third and fourth chap- 
ters of his Epistle to the Hebrews, he exhorts 
them " to hold the beginning of their confidence 
firm unto the end," and enforces his exhorta- 
tion as he reminds them that "not all who 
came out of Egypt by Moses " entered into 
Canaan, and bids them to be warned by the 
"carcases" of those who "fell in the wilder- 
ness" through unbelief. 

S. Matthew, in an interesting way, points 
out the typical nature of that wilderness way, 
and indeed of the whole history of Israel. He 
explains our Lord's practice of teaching by 
parables, by saying that in it He was fulfilling 
the prophecy, " I will open My mouth in par- 
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ables." The prophecy alluded to is contained in 
that 78th Psalm, which is primarily historical, 
and not prophetical. It records the events of 
Israel's past history, especially the incidents 
of the wilderness. It does not breathe forth 
her anticipations of the future. How, then, can 
a Psalm, which professedly records that which 
Israel had heard and known, and which her 
"fathers had told her," be prophetical, unless it be 
that this history is itself a parable of the spirit- 
ual life as lived by the members and the Head 
of Christ's mystic body ? And such is it found 
to be. In its temptations are sketched before- 
hand those wherewith Satan attacked Christ, 
and still attacks His members. In its blessings 
are foreshadowed the rich gifts of God to His 
Church. 

S. John also bears witness to this same truth 
of the typical character of the wilderness way. 
Who has not lingered, with fascinated interest, 
over that beautiful picture of "the great 
multitude which no man could number," that 
sing the praises of God and of the Lamb in 
the true Canaan above ? Its beautiful imagery- 
is borrowed from the most joyous of Israel's 
Festivals, and the dwellers with God in Jeru- 
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salem above are represented as keeping an 
unending Feast of Tabernacles. This Feast 
was the rejoicing of those who, toil over with 
harvest ended, hungered no more. It was the 
rejoicing of those who dwelt in that good land 
of promise. And such, to us, is heaven ; and 
they who, then gather around the throne of 
God and of the Lamb, rejoice in the unending 
satisfaction and rest of the saints of God. 
But the feast was also connected with Israel's 
journey through the wilderness. "Ye shall 
dwell in booths seven days, that your genera- 
tions may know that I made the children of 
Israel to dwell in booths, when I brought 
them out of the land of Egypt." (Lev. xxiiL 
42, 43.) And as then they thought of thos§ 
who came out of great tribulation, hungering 
and thirsting, wearied by the rays of the sun, 
unto the rest of Canaan; so the redeemed in 
glory shall ever remember their life on earth 
as the wilderness way. We are as yet in 
that wilderness; but the records of the way 
are ours, and of all portions of God's Word, 
none is of more practical value to tempted 
men than that which tells us of Israel's 
journey there. The practical value of the 
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history of the wilderness is more clearly 
recognised when, in obedience to these great 
teachers, we con the records God has given us. 
I have not time to draw them out at length, 
but in two ways at least we cannot fail to 
recognise it. 

The three classes of temptation which Chris- 
tian men are to meet, and their special dangers, 
are here clearly to be recognised, and such a 
recognition is of material worth to the Christian 
man. By the experience of holy men of old 

we are taught the devices of the enemy, and 
by their defeats we are warned and guided. 

Thus Israel is tempted by the lusts of the 
flesh. She is ever hungering after the flesh- 
pots of Egypt, and looking back to that time 
when she ate bread to the full. When there 
is no bread to eat, or water to drink, their 
trust in God perishes, and they rise against 
His servants. "The cares of the world" 
choked their faith. Or she is ever ready to 
turn aside from the path of obedience to 
God's law, as she is tempted by the seductions 
of pleasure and of lust. Thus she "joined 
herself to Baalpeor, and ate the offerings of 
the dead," in that sad day on which she 
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shared the sacrificial feasts of Moab, and 
when mingled with the heathen she learned 
their works, as "the people began to commit 
whoredom with the daughters of Moab." 
(Num. xxv. 1-3.) Oh, how loudly does the 
plague that followed warn us of the danger 
of worldly conformity, and cry, " Come out of 
her, my people, saith the Lord God, that ye 
be not partakers of her sins!" (Eev. xviii. 4.) 

Israel is tempted by covetousness. Indeed, 
this has, from the days of the patriarchs, been 
a master sin of that people ; but its presence 
and its consequences are brought out in strong 
relief in the History of the Gathering of the 
Manna. God had revealed to them a law 
by which this was to be regulated, so that 
there might be no sphere for the gratification 
of the lust of the eyes. The law was, that 
on five days they were to gather "each one 
according to his eating ;" but, except in pre- 
paration for the Sabbath, there was to be 
no storing of it up. "Notwithstanding they 
hearkened not unto Moses ; but some of them 
left of it until the morning, and it bred worms, 
and stank : and Moses was wroth with them." 
(Ex. xvi 20.) 
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Be warned by these that thou givest not thy- 
self to useless toil, as thou accumulatest that 
which thou art desirous to possess. Through 
the night it may perhaps remain, and on it thou 
mayest feed thine eyes ; but " the night is far 
spent, and the day is at hand," and when the 
morning of eternity dawns it will be seen to 
have bred worms — it will be seen as a loath- 
some thing, the root of "many foolish and 
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction 
and perdition." (1 Tim. vi. 9.) 

Israel, too, was tempted with the third temp- 
tation of the pride of conscious strength, even 
as are some in Christ's army now. Eemember 
the sin of Miriam and Aaron as they spake 
against Moses, and said, " Hath the Lord indeed 
spoken only by Moses ? hath He not spoken 
also by us ?" (Num. xii. 2.) Again, recall to 
mind the sin of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, 
who " went down alive into the pit " through 
this same sin of pride. " Korah, Dathan, and 
On rose up before Moses, with certain of the 
children of Israel, two hundred and fifty princes 
of the assembly \ famous in the congregation, men 
of renown : and they gathered themselves to- 
gether against Moses and against Aaron, and 
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said unto them, Ye take too much upon you." 
(Num. xvi. 2, 3.) Above all, see this tempta- 
tion and its power on that sad day in which 
Moses forgot to " sanctify the Lord in the eyes 
of the children of Israel." Forgetting that all 
his power and might was derived from his God, 
he stood before the rock and struck it with his 
rod, when God's command was that he should 
speak to it. It was as though he deemed that 
the water flowed through his powerful stroke, 
rather than at God's command. 

Forgetting that it was not he, but God in 
him, who brought rivers of water out of the 
stony rock, in that sad hour he cried, "Hear 
now, ye rebels ; must we fetch you water out of 
this rock?" (Num. xx. 10) — and forfeited his 
right to enter into the Land of Promise. 

These records of the wilderness are also of 
great practical use, as clearly showing that 
God's people are led into it by God Himself. 
"Thou shalt remember all the way the Lord 
God led thee these forty years." "We have seen 
already how Jesus was " led by the Spirit into 
the wilderness to be tempted of the devil ;" and 
here we see Israel led by the same Spirit into 
the same Wilderness of Temptation. There is 
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here, however, a difficulty we must face, if 
we are to be free from one of those great per- 
plexities which beset this life of temptation. 
For whilst it is true that God permits His 
people to be tempted, it were not true to say- 
that He tempts them Himself in the sense 
in which we here speak of temptation. For 
there are two ideas attached to the word to 
tempt. Sometimes it means simply to put to 
the test; and in this sense God does tempt 
those who have yielded themselves to be His 
servants, as when He tempted Abraham. But 
at others, and that more generally, it means 
solicitation to evil, and in this sense, " Let no 
man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of 
God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth He any man." (S. James i. 13.) 
I do not desire now to examine these pregnant 
words, but on their surface this is clearly re- 
vealed; that God, Who is Himself incapable of 
feeling solicitation to evil, tempts no man with 
evil. The temptations of the spiritual life, as 
far as they are solicitations to evil, do not come 
from God, but from beneath and within. But 
that He does " lead us into the wilderness to 
be tempted of the devil," and that temptation 
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meets us with His permission, is clearly 
revealed in the history of Israel's wanderings 
in the wilderness. The fact is made more 
clear from two instances in the lives of holy 
men in the days before the Incarnation. The 
consideration of these leaves no escape from 
this conclusion, that God does allow Satan to 
tempt His people. Look at Job, and remember 
that mysterious conversation, twice repeated, 
between God and Satan concerning him, the 
result of which was that Satan was permitted 
to tempt him. Eemember David and his sin 
in numbering the people, a sin to which he was 
tempted by Satan, but with the permission of 
God. Beyond question this permitted power 
of the tempter is full of mystery ; but it were 
madness for us to deny the fact because its 
explanation is hidden in God. It is a fact of 
which we are daily and hourly conscious, and the 
more conscious as we grow in self-knowledge. 
But of this we may be assured, that the day is 
coming when it will be seen to be in harmony 
with God's Wisdom and God's Love, and until 
that day we wait in reverent and adoring ex- 
pectation at His Blessed Feet. 

II. It is, however, not beyond our powers to 
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see this Wisdom and Love of God, in per- 
mitting the temptation of His people, justified 
even here on earth. His wise and loving pur- 
poses will become clearer to us as we proceed 
to examine the main question before us at this 
time. Why are His people led by Him into 
temptation ? Of one thing we are quite cer- 
tain : it is for good, and not for evil. God does 
not lead them to battle with the tempter that 
they may be overthrown. Such a thought is 
inconsistent with His nature, " Who willeth not 
that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance." If one fact is certain it 
is this, that the salvation of sinners is the 
longing of the Heart of God. This is revealed 
in that eternal purpose whereby the Son was 
"foreordained before the foundation of the 
world " to become the true Paschal Lamb. It 
is clearly to be seen in the Incarnation, and 
the Passion, and the Perpetual Intercession of 
Jesus Christ ; for in these is revealed the love 
that the Father had towards us. How can I 
question this longing love as I stand at the 
foot of the Cross ? I there gaze on the Cru- 
cified Form of my Incarnate God. I gaze 
upon the thorn -crowned Brow, the nailed 
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Hands and Feet, the bleeding Side of Jesus 
Crucified. I behold the Sorrows of His Sacred 
Heart and of His tortured Mind ; .and then, in 
the facts of the Passion, the veil is drawn back 
that hides God from mortal gaze, and I see the 
intensity of the yearning with which my God 
yearns over me. And I learn here to know 
that, if He permits temptation, it is for His 
people's good; It is impossible to believe that 
He Who has redeemed us with such a price 
should lead us out of Egypt in the power of 
His Spirit, that, dying in the wilderness, we 
might become Satan's prey. 

If there be a loving purpose in permitting 
the temptation of His children, what can it be ? 
Remember to weigh God's dealings with us in 
time in the balances of eternity. As in the 
days of childhood the father, by firm and 
loving discipline, trains his child for his life 
in time, so God is here training His Elect for 
the eternity to which they are destined by 
His Predestination. "Whom He did foreknow, 
He also did predestinate to be conformed to 
the image of His Son." And the one purpose 
of God, in His discipline of Israel of old, is 
still His purpose as He leads them into "the 
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great and terrible wilderness," and that is, " to 
do them good at their latter end." The love 
of this permitted temptation can be fully 
recognised in the glories of the great multitude 
that gather round God's throne in Heaven. 
Be it enough for me now to rest in this convic- 
tion, that every step of sorrow brings me nearer 
to that Home, and every agonising moment of 
temptation is preparing me for its joys. "He 
knoweth the way that I take: when He has 
tried me, I shall come forth as gold." 

God has done more for us than reveal this 
general purpose in leading us into the Wilder- 
ness of Temptation. He has shown us the 
steps whereby this object is attained; for He 
has told us what those Christian graces are 
which He wills that we should gain in this 
time of trial. That we may be enabled to 
understand this, it is well for us to keep 
clearly before our minds what God's purpose 
is in His work of grace among men. It is 
man's salvation. Granted : but salvation from 
what? Not merely from the power of death 
and hell, but from that which is a living death 
and a present hell to many. He would save 
His people from their sins, as He delivers 
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them by His justifying grace from the power 
as well as the guilt of sin. He does not will to 
make His people just by imputing righteous- 
ness, whilst He leaves them foul within; for 
"the king's daughter is all glorious within," 
and "her clothing is of wrought gold." He 
pardons them freely by His grace, and clothes 
with His imparted righteousness, so that, re- 
created by His grace, they may be " partakers 
of His Holiness." He is ever acting on them 
from the Font to the day of His appearing in 
glory, that they may be found by Him then, 
"without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; 
holy and without blemish." For it is only as 
each member of His mystic body is thus per- 
fected in holiness that the collective society can 
be as a " bride adorned for her Husband." So 
only can the object of His actions be attained, 
" Who loved the Church and gave Himself for 
her," in life and in death, that she might be 
His Bride. It was for this He embraced our 
humanity, when, through the overshadowing 
of the Holy Ghost, He celebrated the marriage 
of the Human and the Divine in the Person of 
the ever Virgin Mother. It was for this that 
He hung in bitter sorrow on the Cross of 
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Calvary, enduring its pain and shame. It is 
for this He stands and pleads within the veil, 
presenting Himself as the memorial of His 
Passion before the Father. It is for this that 
He acts upon the earth in Christian sacra- 
ments and holy ministries of grace, mighty 
through the power of the Holy Ghost. It 
is for this* I say — that He may perfect each 
member of the Church, so that she may 
become fitted to be His Bride in Eternity. 
And it is to make us individually holy that 
He leads us into the wilderness, and permits 
us to be tempted. 

What, I hear some one saying, God leads 
me into the wilderness, and suffers me to be 
tempted that I may become holy! Why, this 
cannot be. that I were free from temptation! 
then indeed would I serve Him where now I 
fail. A sheltered life, from which temptation 
were banished, were the home of holiness for 
me. For of this I am certain, that yielding to 
the tempter's attacks, I, through temptation, 
often fall into sin. I admit that acts of sin 
would be less frequent in such a sheltered life ; 
but, admitting this, I yet repeat that, in the 
Wilderness of Temptation, holiness is gained by 
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the true child of God. Such has been the ex- 
perience of the past ; for the wilderness is the 
place where the Church's Saints have been 
formed. They have become "strong in the 
Lord and in the power of His Might," not by 
being shielded from temptation, but by meeting 
its fiercest assaults. The Life of S. Anthony 
has an abiding message for the Church, and it 
is that the one way to Christian strength and 
sanctity is through conflict with the Evil One ; 
and the fact is as true to-day as in days of old, 
that it is the very purpose of Him, "Whose 
ways are not as our ways, and Whose thoughts 
are not as our thoughts," to form the first graces 
of the Christian character in the " great and ter- 
rible wilderness," where the saints, like Israel 
of old, have fought their fight with sin. 

Eemember what that holiness is which God 
looks for. It is not merely an outward life 
conformed to His Laws; it is an inward freedom 
from sin, an inward conformity to His Image. 
The outward obedience is precious in His sight, 
because it is the revelation of the character of 
her who is "glorious within." Hence God 
leads you into this life of temptation that He 
may make you a partaker of His Indwelling 
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Holiness; and for this reason, that in it you 
learn the evil that is in you, and which must 
be put away if His work is to be perfected. If 
there were within no lust, no unregulated de- 
sire, then, with your will blended with God's 
will, there would be no defeat in temptation, but 
victory would be yours. Now defeat is, alas ! 
a too common result of conflict. God leads you 
into the wilderness, and ere long the tempter 
comes and his assault is made, and you fail. 
Bitter is the failure ; but through it this at least 
is gained, knowledge of yourselves, and the first 
condition of attaining holiness is to know the 
sin that reigns within. 

Self-knowledge is gained in temptation. Per- 
haps you have already, by experience, learnt 
this great fact. In days gone by your life was 
a comparatively sheltered life, as you dwelt in 
some quiet home, guarded by a mother's watch- 
ful care. It was a life you had learnt to regu- 
late by God's Laws, because His Love was its 
ruling power; and, unconscious of your own 
weakness, you were tempted in your security to 
think and speak uncharitably of those who fefl 
beneath more powerful assaults of evil than 
you had ever known. And then a change came. 




ni.] WHY WE ARE TEMPTED. 99 

You passed from a guarded life in your shel- 
tered home to a life of coitflict in the busy 
world. There temptation met you, and, as it 
appealed to your will, you became conscious of 
indwelling evil, whose powerful presence was 
before unrecognised. Perhaps in that dread 
moment you fell, and then amidst your shame 
and your tears you awoke to the knowledge of 
the sin that dwelleth in you. Bitter as is the 
lesson, and more bitter as is the way in which 
it is learnt, its importance cannot be over-esti- 
mated. It is a lesson often taught with diffi- 
culty ; it is one which by some is never learnt. 
For of this I am assured, that one great barrier 
to the religious progress of many is their abso- 
lute ignorance of themselves, so that they know 
neither their special dangers, nor their besetting 
sin. 

How clearly this lack of self-knowledge is 
seen in many a young convert to Christ ! 
Listen to his conversation, full of the enthu- 
siasm of his new zeal. "Oh, how good my 
Lord has been to me ! He sought me in my 
wanderings on the mountains of sin, and found 
me, and brought me home to the Fold of His 
Church. He has given me His Peace, cleansing 
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me with His Precious Blood. I do so love 
Him for what He has done for my soul, and 
my love shall be no barren passion; for my 
resolve is this, to go forth into the world to 
live for God. My life shall be not as the lives 
of most who profess to serve Him as His re- 
deemed ones. They seem so cold, they so lack 
enthusiasm. They go to God's House and to 
God's Altar with so little fervour. Their penance 
is lacking in severity ; their mortification of the 
flesh is so timid. Above all, their witness for 
Christ in the world is so restrained by prudence, 
that it fails to storm the strongholds of evil. 
My life shall not be as theirs ; for my resolu- 
tion is made to live a life of zeal and devotion, 
such as they live not." One would not unduly 
restrain this enthusiasm. It may, perhaps, give 
an impulse to his course which may carry him 
far into the wilderness. But we do not mistake 
his enthusiasm; it is not the tried ardour of 
the experienced saint; it betrays a want of self- 
knowledge, as well as inexperience in the 
difficulties of the life of grace. Ere long you 
come across his path again, and you find him 
now with his enthusiasm vanished, as he sits 
disconsolate and desponding upon the sands of 
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the wilderness. In the strength of that Chris- 
tian sympathy which "weeps with them that 
weep," you strive to cheer him, so that he may 
return to the fight ; and as he tells you of his 
failures under temptation, it is thus you cheer 
him. Sad as the fall is, be not discouraged ; 
for it was needed. You were blinded to your 
real self; but now the scales have fallen from 
your eyes, and in some degree you have gained 
self-knowledge and experience. You under- 
valued the difficulties of the Christian life ; for 
you thought that the course on which your race 
was to be run was plain and smooth, whereas it 
is rugged and steep. You thought that you were 
strong to resist and strong to press forward, 
whereas you now know yourself to be weak 
through the sin that dwelleth in you. Go back, 
then, bravely to the fight, and contend for 
Christ, strengthened by that self-knowledge 
which you have gained in the Wilderness of 
Temptation, whither God led thee, that He 
might teach thee to "see what is in thine 
heart." 

But it is not only in the inexperienced 
Christian that this want of self-knowledge is 
evident. How many a Christian life is unfruit-. 
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fill because of some little sinful habit, which 
robs the character of its strength, but whose 
presence is unrecognised ! How sadly do " the 
foxes, the little foxes, spoil the vines " of the 
spiritual life ! A definite instance will perhaps 
make this clear. Nothing can be more fatal to 
the growth of the Christian character than an 
undisciplined tongue : not only because its sins 
are displeasing to God, but also because of the 
reflex action of speech upon the character. 
By it the imagination throws off the restraints 
of truth, or the mind the restraints of charity, 
and the habit of lying or of backbiting is 
formed. I will not however now speak of the 
untruthfulness of an undisciplined imagina- 
tion, but only of the prevalence of uncharit- 
able conversation, as I illustrate my assertion, 
that one common want of Christians is self- 
knowledge. For of the prevalence of this sin of 
the tongue, among those who profess to follow 
Christ, there can be no question. The world 
charges Christian people with it, until it is be- 
lieved to be a feature of their character. Nor is 
this charge made without some grounds of proof. 
Uncharitableness too often manifests itself in 
our eager judging of others, in our jealous depre- 



in.] WHY WE ARE TEMPTED. 103 

ciation of their characters or works ; above all, 
in the mean imputation of unworthy motives 
to those who are our theological opponents. 
Thus does the conscience lose its sensitive- 
ness, and the mind the vivid clearness of the 
illumination of grace ; the heart becomes nar- 
rowed and ungenerous, and the whole character 
deteriorates, because this undisciplined speech 
is injurious to faith and charity; and yet 
they who are in its power are religious people, 
who know the preciousness of redeeming grace 
and battle with many sins. Whence, then, 
is it that the great sin is not put away? 
Its presence is unrecognised, because it has 
become habitual, so that the voice of consci- 
ence is scarcely noticed as it convicts them of 
this sin. But, ere they can grow in grace, its 
presence must be recognised and its power 
resisted; and for this reason God leads them 
into the depths of the wilderness, that there 
they may be awakened to the necessity of 
self-knowledge. In that wilderness His judg- 
ments meet them, because "they speak unad- 
visedly with their lips;" and there they learn 
to repent of past sins of censorious speech, 
and also strive to make the old advice their 
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rule of conversation: "Let your speech be 
aJway with grace." Thus, then, we recognise 
that the first blessing of the wilderness is the 
gaining of that self-knowledge, which is a 
necessary condition of our growth in holiness. 
It is true, indeed, that it is through God's in- 
working that we are holy. But God does not 
conform us to His Image without the consent 
and co-operation of our wills. Moved by the 
inspirations of the Spirit, we must fight will- 
ingly against our sin, and strive after the 
virtues of the Christ-like character* All this 
involves, as a first condition, that self-know- 
ledge of our besetting sins and our needed 
virtues, which He wills to give us through the 
discipline of the Wilderness of Temptation. 

Self-knowledge is not, however, the only 
blessing gained in the life of temptation. Nay, 
it need not always be a blessing; it is some- 
times a curse ; for it demands from us a sub- 
missive reception of its revelation and conduct 
conformed to it. Self-knowledge, rightly used, 
will draw you nearer than ever to your God; 
but, not thus used, it will drive you from Him 
into deeper sin, or even into soul -destroying 
despair. 
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Eemember Judas. In the hour of the Pas- 
sion the scales of anger and greed fell from 
his eyes, and he saw himself and his con- 
duct in its true light. " I have sinned, in 
that I have betrayed the innocent blood." But 
with this self-knowledge came no return to 
God, no falling before Him in the humiliation 
of repentance, but the last great sin of his 
life, as "he went and hanged himself." His 
sorrow was not the sorrow that saves, but 
that which destroys — " the sorrow of the world, 
which worketh death." Godly sorrow melts the 
heart into the humility of contrition ; the sor- 
row which looks not in hope to God hardens 
it into despair. Contrast with this sin of 
Judas that of Simon Peter. As Judas knew 
not his real character, so Simon Peter lacked 
this knowledge. Impulsive and undisciplined, 
he knew not the weak point of his character, 
or the elements of cowardice that were in him. 
He was weak in the pride of imagined strength 
— he lacked the courage of the grace of hu- 
mility. Listen to his oft-repeated professions 
of devotion to His sorrowing Master : " Though 
all shall forsake Thee, yet will not I." " I will 
follow Thee to prison and to death." " Though 
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I should die with Thee, I will not deny Thee." 
Listen to him now in the hall of the High 
Priest: "I do not know the man." "Then 
began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know 
not the man of whom ye speak." Up to this 
moment he had not known himself; but now, 
when the Lord turns and looks on him, that 
self-knowledge comes. By the look of Jesus 
he is melted into contrition, and the grace of 
humility is formed within him ; for self-know- 
ledge, rightly used, forms in the soul the grace 
which is the foundation of the Christian cha- 
racter. And if the wilderness is precious, be- 
cause in it we gain self-knowledge, it is still 
more precious, because through its humiliation 
the virtue of humility is acquired by those who 
there cling to God. 

God leads us, then, as He led Israel of old, 
into the wilderness to humble us, that so hu- 
mility might be found in us, and in thus leading 
us to see the greatness of His Love. Because 
of that great Love, He will not give us other 
virtues until humility is formed in us. It were 
not love without it to give victories over be- 
setting sins, or to crown our efforts after holi- 
ness with the fruits of the Christian virtues. 
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Pride still reigns within until this throne on 
which self is seated is cast down to the dust by 
humility, nor is it less terrible or less danger- 
ous because it takes a spiritual direction. 

And yet, how many of us are proud of our 
devotion, of our efforts, of our self-discipline ! 
How many of us are tempted by the fact, that 
we do strive to live for our God to look with 
contempt on many around us, and to say, 
" Stand aside, I am holier than thou !" how 
strangely subtle and penetrating is this spirit- 
ual pride which makes us proud of our yieldings 
to grace, proud of the fervour of our prayers, 
proud of the very sorrow of contrition which 
God has poured into our cleansed hearts. 
God's loving Eye sees the danger that lies be- 
fore us in our spiritual growth and victory, and 
so ere He "multiplies our herds and flocks, 
our silver and our gold," He leads us into the 
wilderness to form in us that temper of mind 
which can bear without injury the weight of 
spiritual wealth. Were He not thus to lead us, 
we should sin the sin of Lucifer, and by His 
very gifts of Love, given to unprepared hearts, 
be raised to the height of Heaven only to be 
cast down to Hell. 
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I have said that it is through the humilia- 
tion of the life of temptation that humility is 
formed. The bitter reality of these humilia- 
tions in our falls in the wilderness is a fact of 
which every soul that there does battle with 
evil is painfully conscious. There He humbles 
us before Himself; there He humbles us before 
our fellow-men; there He humbles us before 
ourselves until pride is subdued. Perhaps this 
third form of humiliation is the most crushing, 
because it cuts us to the quick. And yet never 
is the true temper for Christian victories formed 
within us until we be abased in our own sight, 
until our confession is, "So foolish am I, and 
ignorant: I am as a beast before Thee." "I 
abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." 
How often in his warfare with the besetting 
sin is this path of humiliation trodden by the 
Christian pilgrim ! The sin may be what we 
call a little sin, such as a hasty temper, which 
finds expression in hasty and undutiful words 
to those over him, or in irritating words to 
those who are his equals. Conscious of his 
weakness, he enters on his life morning by 
morning with firm resolve to watch this sin- 
ful temper, and with a resolve consecrated 
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and strengthened by earnest prayer to Him 
Who is mighty to save. At fixed times during 
the day he pauses to examine himself and 
to renew his strength. And yet when some 
little trial comes the self-restraint is lost, and 
often does he weep at night over his fall. 
Evening by evening, as he writes his self- 
examination, there is the same tale of sin in 
wearying monotony, in defiance of resolutions, 
and efforts, and prayers. 

Or, again, the same is sometimes seen in a 
grosser sin of the tongue — I mean those who 
are in the power of lying. Perhaps it was a 
habit first formed in childhood, and arose 
from one of the two sources of untruthfulness 
in children — an undisciplined imagination or 
timidity. As years went on the habit became 
so formed that the sin was almost uncon- 
sciously committed without any prickings of 
heart. Then the Spirit of God began His 
work of grace, and he of whom I speak endea- 
voured to live according to God's laws. Ere 
long self-examination reveals to him the same 
sin which so easily besets him as the great foe 
to be overcome. In his self-reliance he battles 
with it, but only to be constantly conquered, 
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until he is filled with confusion of face and 
self-loathing, as he finds how his whole moral 
being is bound by this too common sin. He 
learns that evil habits are not easily broken, 
and in the long and agonising conflict he is 
often perplexed. But gradually his moral being 
recovers its freedom ; and when at length he is 
victor in the conflict, then he retires from the 
battle-field, not only with the sin subdued, "but 
with the grace of humility gained through that 
hard discipline wherewith God has humbled 
him, until " he is lowly in his own eyes."* 

There is another Christian grace gained by 
experience in the Wilderness of Temptation. 
Self-knowledge, through the grace of God, pro- 
duces humility, and humility, as it empties 
us of self, produces the virtue of implicit 
obedience, which manifests its presence by 
the embrace of God's will as the law of the 
life. 

In the earlier days of the spiritual life 
there is much of self-will to be seen. The life 
is planned by the new convert as he marks out 
his own path, and says, Here will I walk with 
God. The deep law of spiritual life revealed 
in these words, "Follow Me," is not as yet 
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grasped, but he dreams that he may serve God 
in the path of his own choice. Time goes on, 
and at length he awakes to the knowledge that 
another hand is guiding his life, and another's 
will is its directing power. He awakes to the 
consciousness of the ruling power of his ever 
present God. Then comes that inner conflict, 
by which alone our wills can be subdued to 
His ; by which alone we can be taught to pray, 
" Not my will, but Thine be done ;" by which 
alone we learn to look up to God and say, "Lo, 
I come to do Thy will, God." Here, in 
hungering and thirsting, we yearn to satisfy 
ourselves in ways of our own choosing, until 
by bitter discipline we learn that true satisfac- 
tion is only found in obedience to God's Will. 
" Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God." This revolution manifests itself by 
the question that regulates our actions being 
changed. In days of self-will it is, "What 
shall I do ?" Now it has become, " What wilt 
Thou have me to do ?" And then God is en- 
throned by obedience on that throne of the 
will from which self has been cast down by 
humility. 
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Nor is it difficult to see how it is that obedi- 
ence is learnt in the Wilderness of Temptation. 
Experience teaches us that disobedience ever 
leads to evil consequences ; that self-will lands 
us in defeat. "We learn obedience by the things 
that we suffer." Experience teaches us that even 
when God's ways seem to us to be lacking in 
wisdom, that the event ever justifies them to 
us, and that the cross of Defeat becomes the 
throne of Triumph for the members as for the 
Head. And more than this. As years roll on 
we recognise, amidst "all the changes of this 
mortal life," another Will directing it with a 
marvellous unity of purpose; another Hand 
which, laying hold of ours, has led us whither- 
soever it pleased. Yes, in the wilderness the 
Christian learns the doctrine of God's Special 
Providence, and recognising it, self-will is cast 
away, and he yields himself up to follow Christ 
in obedience to His Will. 



"Lead, kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom, 

Lead Thou me on ; 
The night is dark, and I am far from Home — 

Lead Thou me on. 
Keep Thou my feet ; I do not ask to see 
The distant scene ; one step enough for me. 
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"I was not ever thus, nor prayed that Thou 

Shouldst lead me on ; 
I loved to choose and see my path ; but now 

Lead Thou me on. 
I loved the garish day, and, spite of tears, 
Pride ruled my will : remember not past years. 

" So long Thy power hath blest me, sure it still 

Will lead me on, 
O'er moor and fen, o'er crag and torrent, till 

The night is gone ; 
And with the morn those angel faces smile, 
Which I have known long since, and lost awhile." 

How can I better describe this discipline, 
which adorns the Christian with the obedience 
of implicit resignation, than in these precious 
words of Christian experience. Blessed are 
they who can make them their own ! Blessed 
are they who have learned to lose their wills in 
God's Will ! Blessed is the rest and peace of 
those who walk through life undismayed by its 
dangers, unmoved by its sorrows, as they yield 
themselves in obedience to the guiding Hand 
of God ! Blessed are they who have been 
taught implicit trust, and know how true it is 
that — 

" HI that He blesses is our good, 
And unblessed good is ill ; 
And all is right that seems most wrong, 
If it be His sweet will." 

I 
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There is yet another blessed lesson learnt 
in the life of temptation. Self-knowledge, hu- 
mility, the obedience of resignation, lead to 
an ever- deepening knowledge of the personal 
love of God. All through its trials and its 
dangers His loving voice is heard by the 
listening ear saying, "I have loved thee with 
an everlasting love; therefore with loving- 
kindness have I drawn thee." how true 
it is that His Love passeth knowledge, as 
manifested in His Church! At the time of 
conversion, the penitent is all but staggered 
at the greatness of forgiving love; but it is 
not then that he knows its fulness. As years 
roll on, its wondrous constancy becomes clearer 
as he recognises it still living on and blessing 
him, though He has tried the Sacred Heart 
with many a trial. Then, as he realises the 
unwearying patience of God's Love, he learns 
to know more and more of its depth and 
length, and height, and breadth. And as day 
by day this is more clearly revealed to him, 
the love of God takes more perfect possession 
of his heart, and he abides in Him with a 
closer union. By love he cleaves more closely 
to his God ; by love he becomes more full of 
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tenderness and strength; above all, by love he 
is deafened to the solicitations of the tempter, 
as he listens with eager longing to hear the 
voice of Gob. And the more that love is 
known, the more he knows his ignorance of 
the mighty depths of the Being of Him Who 
thus loves, and the more he struggles in prayer 
for completer revelations of His Nature. The 
longing of love has taken hold of his whole 
being, and, like Jacob of old, he wrestles with 
God as he cries, " Tell me Thy Name." 

" Come, O Thou TraveUer unknown, 
Whom still I hold, but cannot see ; 
My company before is gone, 

And I am left alone with Thee : 
With Thee all night I mean to stay, 
And wrestle till the break of day. 

" In vain Thou strugglest to get free ; 

I never win let go my hold. 
Art Thou the Man that died for me ? 

Thy Nature and Thy Name unfold. 
Wrestling, I will not let Thee go, 
TiU I Thy Name, Thy Nature, know. 

" Speak to me now, for I am weak, 

But confident in self-despair ; 
Speak to me now, in blessing, speak — 

Oh, yield Thee to my instant prayer! 
Speak ! or Thou never hence shalt move, 
And teH me if Thy Name is Love.'* 



4 
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Yes, it is Love, for Thou, my God, art 
Love; and of this dark wilderness Thou 
makest a Bethel, where Thou dost reveal to 
us the greatness of Thy Love. But if these 
blessings are gained in the wilderness; if 
there we learn to know ourselves; if there 
self is dethroned by humility ; if there God is 
enthroned by obedience; if there His Nature 
and His Name are revealed, then do we know 
why it is that God suffers its to be tempted. 
It is in very deed "to do us good;" for in 
conflict with the Evil One is the Christian 
character developed and experience gained. 
There is then no room for despondency, 
because in the power of His grace we shall 
be more than conquerors; even while the 
conflict rages He is ever ministering to our 
needs. 

III. We have the blessing of His guidance ; 
it is the way in which the Lord leads us. " My 
presence shall go with thee," is His promise to 
His children in the wilderness now as of old. 
" The pillar of fire, during the night of time, ever 
goes before us to give us light " until we come 
to the endless day. The Holy Ghost dwells in 
the Catholic Church, and, through her Sacred 
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Word and Holy Teachers, reveals to us that 
Will of God which is the true light of life. 
The Holy Ghost dwells also in each one of 
Christ's faithful children, and gives to him that 
grace of faith whereby he can know and receive 
the message God sends him in His Church, so 
that the light shines around him and within 
him through the abiding Presence of the Holy 
Ghost. We have the strength of His protecting 
and co-operating grace. "The Lord fights for 
Israel" if she abides beneath His Banner, nei- 
ther in presumption going unbidden to the 
fight, nor in despair flying from the battle-field. 
"God is our Sword and Shield, a very sure 
Defence" in the day of battle. He will not 
suffer His people to be confounded; but will 
ever deliver those who put their trust in Him. 
Behold Him ever with His people, though un- 
seen, and learn how great is their strength in 
conflict with evil. 

But, above all, He has given us in the wil- 
derness the Blessed Sacrament of His love. In 
it He is our Food, in the strength of which, like 
Elijah of old, we can go through the forty days 
of this world's wilderness to Horeb, the Mount 
of God. He led His people into the wilder- 
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ness of old to teach them the greatness of those 
supernatural gifts whereby their lives were 
sustained, so that they might cling to Him 
with assured faith. Of old He fed them with 
manna and with water from the Eock of Horeb; 
now He feeds them with the Body and Blood 
of Jesus Christ. " His flesh is Meat indeed, 
and His Blood is drink indeed;" and the Bread 
of the Eucharist is His Body, and the Wine of 
the Eucharist is His Blood. His own express 
words teach us this. How it is I know not, 
and seek not to know, farther than this, that it 
is through the power of the Holy Ghost, and 
through the consecrating words of His Priests. 
" The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not 
the Communion of the Blood of Christ ? The 
Bread which we break, is it not the Communion 
of the Body of Christ ?" I know not how this 
can be. His Presence in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment is after a heavenly and spiritual manner, 
but it is real ; for He who died on the Cross is 
there, under the forms of Bread and Wine, to 
feed me with Himself. 

Yes, Thou hast indeed, in this Wilderness of 
Temptation, spread for me a table, my Lord ! 
Blessed be Thy Name, Thou comest to me here 
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in this great Mystery, and dost tabernacle in 
me, filling me with Thyself. I cannot, then, 
but trust in Thee, Who dost give Thyself so 
wonderfully to me through Thine Indwelling 
Presence. Thou wilt carry me, if I cling to 
Thee, on angels' wings, through the wilderness, 
until Thou bringest me to the True Canaan, 
when Thy Presence shall be my never-ending 

joy. 

Nor is this all. Often in the wilderness do 
the children of God fall into sin. Discourage- 
ment and presumption alike are the parents of 
falls ; but ever in the wilderness is the saving 
Sign lifted up ; for "as Moses lifted up the ser- 
pent in the wilderness, even so must the Son 
of Man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish." Even amidst thy 
sins, then, look upon Jesus Crucified ; in peni- 
tence bow down at His Feet; for God's par- 
don ever reaches those who strive to walk 
in the Light of His countenance, for the Blood 
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth them from 
all sin. 

Bravely then, brethren, with the eye of faith 
fixed on Jesus, go into the Wilderness of Temp- 
tation. What though it be a hard path to tread, 
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and though thou art as thou journeyest often 
footsore and weary. Beyond the weariness and 
the sorrow are those abiding blessings which 
are gained in temptation; and as through it 
the Christ- like character is formed within, thy 
" sorrow shall be turned into joy." Oh, realise 
then yet again, I implore thee, the near pre- 
sence of thy God ! He is with thee, to guide 
thee in perplexity, to strengthen thee in weak- 
ness, to raise thee when thou fallest. Cling to 
thy Lord in time ; passing through the wilder- 
ness, lean on the arm of the Beloved, and then 
through eternity shalt thou " remember the 
way the Lord thy God led thee these forty 
years in the wilderness." And in memory shall 
it be dear to thee there, as the spot where, 
with other blessings, thou didst learn to lean on 
the Love of God — that Love which wounded 
but to make thee whole, and which turned 
thy defeats into victories of grace — that Love 
which fed thee with manna, and never left 
thee until it brought thee " into that good 
land, which flowcth with milk and honey." 



LECTURE IV. 

SAFETY IN TEMPTATION. 

1 Cob. x. 13. 

"There hath no temptation taken you hut such as is 
common to man : hut God is faithful, who will not 
suffer you to he tempted ahove that ye are ahle; hut 
will with the temptation also make a way of escape, 
that ye may he ahle to hear it." 

"OUT how am I to be safe in temptation? 
-*-^ I clearly recognise the steps we have 
already taken on this Lenten way. I see that 
God permits me to be tempted, and even 
leads me into the wilderness by His Holy 
Spirit. I know that I am led there as to 
the battle-field, where I am to contend boldly 
for Jesus as His soldier. I am convinced 
that in this wilderness many precious lessons 
are learned, and many priceless blessings 
gained, by those who "hold the beginning 
of their confidence firm unto the end." There 
self-knowledge is by His grace gained, which 
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leads to the crushing of self through humility, 
and to the enthronement of God within by 
obedience. There the sense of personal de- 
pendence on God, and of personal love for 
Him, deepens day by day, and the Christian 
man dwells under His wing in abiding joy. 
And of this I am assured, that they who are 
in Paradise even love the memories of the 
great and terrible wilderness, through the 
sorrows of which they passed to their rest. 
But still, you say, I hesitate to pass boldly into 
the wilderness. He who perseveres through its 
temptations and its conflicts shall enter into 
rest; but not all do thus persevere. "Fear- 
fulness and trembling are come upon me, 
and a horrible dread hath overwhelmed me," 
even the dread that the journey is too great 
for me, and that I shall never know the 
victor's joy. Whence comes this dread ? 
" Why art thou so disquieted," my brother ? 
Your answer is, The wilderness, which is to 
one the scene of triumph, is to another the 
place of dire defeat. I hear, borne from it 
to my listening ear, the cry of agony, mingled 
with the shout of joy, and on every hand I 
see the carcasses of the dead. These are they 
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who have fallen there beneath the power of 
temptation. Nor are they few in number ; 
for "many are overthrown in the wilderness. ,, 
And as I remember that "the Lord, having 
saved the people out of the land of Egypt, 
afterwards destroyed these, my soul is troubled 
within me." I distrust the issue of the conflict, 
and therefore I hesitate to enter on it; for I 
know my own weakness, and the strength and 
the subtilty of my foe. They who fell around 
me were weak; but I am as weak as they in 
all that tends towards goodness; I am only 
strong in evil and in selfishness. And yet I 
dare not return into Egypt. I cannot forget the 
pardoning power of God, and I am in a strait. 
that I knew how to be safe in temptation ! 
Then would I gird on my armour and press 
forward to the fight. 

I. My purpose is at this time to meet this 
anxiety of yours. I admit that it is a well- 
grounded anxiety, and one most fitting for the 
Christian soldier, if it only leads him to more 
implicit dependence on God through the grace 
of hope. But when allied with despair, it fills 
the soul with the sloth of cowardice, and ensures 
its defeat. I am not desirous of removing from 
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you a due sense of the unquestioned dangers of 
the wilderness way ; for the truly brave soldier 
is he whose courageous hope is tempered by a 
reasonable anxiety. You cannot be absolutely 
certain of victory, because you cannot be cer- 
tain of your own constancy. You have no 
assurance of possessing the grace of final per- 
severance ; and the conflict that awaits you has 
its dangers of defeat as well as its prospects of 
victory. But this I do say, there is no occa- 
sion to despair if we enter into the conflict 
in the strength of God. In entering on this 
subject now, I must remind you that in exam- 
ining it we must enter more than before into 
dry details. Indeed, I should be fearful of 
failing to keep up your interest, were it not 
that I know that so many of you are here week 
by week, not merely to pass an hour away, but 
because you are anxious to know more of the 
mysteries of temptation, and that you may be 
armed for the fight. 

On the face of it, the first condition for 
safety in temptation is to expect it. We must 
ever be on the watch for it, that it come not 
upon us to find us unprepared. The very key- 
note of our instructions enforces this thought 
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on us. "My son, if thou come to serve the 
Lord, prepare thy soul for temptation." The 
reason why so many of those whose carcasses 
on the wilderness filled thee with dread are 
lying there is because, neglecting this rule, 
they were unprepared for the conflict, which 
came upon them by surprise. I am sure you 
will bear with me in again enforcing this maxim 
of our spiritual warfare ; for, if need be, I would 
say again and again, that the first condition of 
safety in the wilderness is to live in expectation 
of the tempter's assaults. Forewarned is fore- 
armed. 

This truth is expressed in one of the best- 
known parables of the Divine Master, that of 
the Sower and the Seed. As ordinarily read, 
we see in it the description of four classes of 
people, who are brought under the influence of 
His Gospel. Of course, this is a true inter- 
pretation of it; but it can also be read as 
giving a picture of the spiritual life in four 
stages. The second and the third classes seem 
to be those who are in the Wilderness of Temp- 
tation ; for that wilderness can be divided into 
two stages — the earlier, in which the special 
trials are those of hardship and of persecution 
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— the later, in which temptation comes from 
worldliness, either through worldly anxieties, 
or increasing wealth, or luxurious ease. In the 
earlier stages of the way Israel was tried by the 
attacks of Amalek, and the want of means to 
sustain her life. It is in her later history that 
she sins by mixing with Moab. Now, the first of 
the two classes in the parable, the rocky ground 
hearers, illustrates the necessity of preparation 
for temptation. You 'remember the history of 
these as recorded in the Gospels. They know 
the blessings of God's Word received into the 
heart ; for " they on the rock are they which, 
when they hear, receive the Word with joy;" 
but they are overcome through their want of 
stability of purpose; for "these have no root 
in themselves, which for a while believe, but 
time of temptation fall away." So does S. Luke 
concisely report our Lord's words. But why is 
it "they fall away in time of temptation"? 
S. Mark answers when he says, "Afterwards, 
when tribulation or persecution arises for the 
Word's sake, immediately they are offended/' 
That is, this persecution or tribulation is a 
time in which the tempter comes to them ; so 
that it is an offence, or " an occasion of falling " 
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to them. They cannot overcome the difficulty 
which meets them, and so "in time of temp- 
tation they fall away." But had this necessary 
condition of temptation in the spiritual life 
been apprehended by them, then they would 
have expected these trials for the Word, and 
the tempter coming to them would not have 
found them unprepared for his temptation. 
"They fall away," and then vacant places in 
the ranks of Christ's army cry to each fresh 
soldier of the Cross, " My son, if thou come to 
serve the Lord, prepare thy soul for temp- 
tation." 

This state of preparation, however, necessi- 
tates the presence in the soul of the grace of 
Hope. It is the special province of hope to 
keep its eye fixed on that which is before. 
Chiefly, it anticipates the abiding joys of 
victory ; but, as a condition for the possession 
of these, it is ever in eager expectation of the 
conflict. Hope therefore maintains the soul in 
a state of prepared watchfulness, and thus in 
temptation " we are saved by Hope." And as 
it prepares the soul for the conflict, so it gives 
it power to resist successfully in the hour of 
assault. To realise this more clearly, let us 
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again walk over that battle-field on which lay 
the carcasses of the conquered, that we may 
learn lessons for our own guidance. Why lie 
they conquered here? The apostle answers, 
that it was because they sinned; and they 
sinned through unbelief. As long as faith in 
God abides, there is no death for the soul: 
faith is a quickening power, and they who have 
it live. But faith itself can only remain firm 
and clear within when, allied with hope, it 
anticipates the promised future. Now, these 
sins of unbelief come from one of two causes, 
each of which is allied with this want of hope, 
and they are presumption and unbelief. To 
change our simile from that of the battle-field 
to that of the sea — these are the Scylla and 
Charybdis of the spiritual life where many 
make shipwreck of the faith. 

As such the Apostle points them out, as a 
true pilot, in the First Epistle to the Corin- 
thians. In that tenth chapter, to which we 
have so often turned for guidance, after pointing 
to the many overthrown, he bids us to be 
warned by their example. Then he points out 
what warnings they give, as he bids us avoid 
despair and presumption. " Let him that think- 
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eth he standeth take heed lest he fall. There 
hath no temptation taken you but such as is 
common to man : but God is faithful, Who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are 
able ; but will with the temptation also make 
a way of escape, that ye may be able to bear 
it." If we would be conquerors on the battle- 
field, we must avoid alike the presumption of 
Korah and his company, and the despair of 
Israel, whose heart, as they encompassed Edom, 
was "much discouraged because of the way." 
Now it is the province of the grace of Hope 
to guard us from these two sources of 
danger: through it we are saved alike from 
presumption and despair. In its power we 
work out our own salvation, with fear and 
trembling f because we know our own weak- 
ness, and yet with a full expectation of final 
victory, because we know that it is God Who 
worketh in us to will and to do of His good 
pleasure. It saves us from presumption, which 
is especially hateful and dishonouring to God, 
because hope is not fruition — it is but the ex- 
pectation of that which, unless it be forfeited 
by sin, shall some day be enjoyed. When 

fruition comes hope is swallowed up in it ; for 

K 
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"what a man sees, why doth he yet hope for ?" 
And it saves from despair, as will be clear if 
you will remember what hope is not, and what 
it is. 

I will show you what hope is not by an 
illustration. Do you see that poor Christian 
pilgrim, toiling through the wilderness with a 
very heavy heart, a very gloomy countenance, 
and very wearied steps ? In the power of 
Christian sympathy you would aid him if you 
could, and so approaching him, your question 

• 

is, Why art thou so cast down ? Where is thy 
gladness and thy peace ? Dost thou not know 
that thou art the redeemed of God, through the 
Precious Blood of Christ ? Dost thou not know 
that thou art God's Child, even now travelling 
to the Father's Home, led by the Spirit of 
God? And art thou not confident that He 
Who has given thee His Love and His Spirit 
will surely with them freely give thee all that 
thou canst need ? The answer comes, not with 
the voice of glad thankfulness, but in timid, 
trembling, tones — "I hope so." Your reply 
would be, "Thy hope is but a hopeless hope, 
if thus thou speakest." But He would have 
thee to be strong in hope, which arms against 
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discouragement and weariness, often the fore- 
runners of despair. Hope is expectation, and 
thou expectest not victory ; thou art even now 
sorrowing in anticipated defeat. The hope that 
falls short of expectation is not Christian 
hope. See this in our relation with the future 
glory. Grace we have through actual fruition ; 
glory is ours through hope ; and so day by day 
we thank our God for " the means of grace and 
for the hope of glory." What is this hope of 
glory? Not an assured certainty that glory 
awaits us, but a well-grounded expectation 
that it will be ours. This expectation is one 
which has solid grounds. It is based on Him 
Who is our hope, on the knowledge of His 
redeeming Work, of our interest in it through 
His grace. Through His gift of peace there is 
a consciousness of union with Him now, and on 
this knowledge of union with Him the true Peni- 
tent dares to expect admission to future glory. 
But there is no certainty of obtaining it. I do 
not say that final perseverance is not granted 
to some in the higher stages of the spiritual 
life; in all probability this gift of grace reaches 
many, though I question whether it is ever a 
conscious gift. But that all who have come 
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out of Egypt and passed through the Eed Sea 
have not this gift is clear, because many of the 
baptized, and many of those who have known 
the grace of conversion, are overthrown in the 
wilderness. There are backsliders, there are 
those who fall from grace. Hence the position 
of him who possesses "the hope of glory" is 
this — he expects to be a partaker of the hea- 
venly treasure with a well-grounded anticipa- 
tion, but not with an assured certainty. Jlis 
hope of glory saves him from presumption 
and despair; for it makes him to walk with 
a watchful eye and a wary step through the 
wilderness, but yet strengthens him with a 
strength that makes him brave and vigorous in 
action, and gives him that determined courage 
which springs from the patience of hope. 

I must stay yet again to enforce the neces- 
sity of this great virtue, for our victory in 
temptation. This life of temptation is a 
warfare, is it not ? If so, see the importance 
of hope. Look at an army on the morn of 
battle, as it stands in ordered array, and ere 
the advance is sounded. The leader comes 
to address them ere the light begins. He 
would not have them too confident of victory, 
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nor to undervalue the number or the courage 
of the enemy. He would point to them as to 
foemen not easily conquered, and worthy of 
their steel. He would urge them to brave and 
courageous action, as they remembered the 
importance of the cause for which they con- 
tended, of the blessing of victory, and the 
disaster of defeat. But he would remind 
them that, great as were the difficulties, their 
courage could overcome them all. Kindling 
in their hearts, with his burning words, the 
courage of Hope, he would bid them go forth 
and conquer. Only thus is victory secured; 
for an army that goes into the field expecting 
defeat is half defeated ere the fight begins. 
But the army that goes forth strong with 
expectations of victory, when those expec- 
tations are well grounded, has within it that 
power which makes defeat difficult. So is it in 
the life of the soul. Go into the wilderness 
expecting to be overcome, and defeat is all 
but assured; but go into it with the courage 
of a living hope, and in its power victory is 
gained. Therefore it is that the Leaders and 
the Captains of Christ's army ever, as with one 
voice, cry, Be strong in hope. 
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II. But how am I to be thus full of hope ? 
True, living hope must rest on something 
definite, of which I can be assured. But 
where is this ground of hope for me ? I look 
within, and here I find weakness and incon- 
stancy, too often leading me to defeat. How, 
then, dare I to be hopeful of victory with a 
strong expectation? For months, or years, I 
have been striving to live for God, and my life 
seems to have been but a series of defeats and 
disappointments. How, then, can I dare to 
hope for final victory? I yearn for more of 
this great grace, for with 'the full assurance 
of hope' I should be strong for the conflict. 
But I dread the delusions of a false hope, and 
therefore I ask for solid grounds on which 
to rest, that, 'through the patience of hope/ 
my defeats may be less crushing, my efforts 
more crowned with success. I admit the 
justice of your fear, and would fain minister 
to your needs. Give me your attention, then, 
as I point out to you some solid grounds of 
hope, which shall be free from presumption, 
mid yet of sufficient power to fill you with 
patience and courage. 

Hopefulness of final victory is ours, if we 
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only remember that we are fighting God's 
battles. And can He know defeat ? We are 
fighting beneath the Blood-red Banner of the 
Cross for the good, the noble, and the true, as 
we wage our contest with evil without and 
within. We are God's soldiers, not by our own 
choice, but through the Election of God. " Ye 
have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you, 
and ordained you, that ye should go and bring 
forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain." 
(S. John xv. 16.) Through God's Election we 
were in the Sacrament of Eegeneration enrolled 
as the soldiers of Christ. Through the power 
of His Spirit He in the fulness of time revealed 
to us the deep meanings of the life of grace 
and of holiness. We yearned to respond to His 
call — to rise above the mean, the despicable, 
the selfish — to strive after the noble and the 
good. At length He conquered, when, with an 
effort of the will, we arose to follow Him as 
He led us to His Battle-field. We went there 
with a strong determination to fight a life-long 
fight for the glory of God. And now we are on 
the field of conflict, even though our hearts are 
discouraged and our hands weak, can we doubt 
what is the predestined issue of the strife? 
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Can we doubt who are to be the conquerors 
here ? Is there one of us who is not convinced 
that, on "the battle-field of earth," God shall 
conquer Satan, and evil be overcome by good ? 
The instinct of humanity meets the testimony 
of Scripture, and together they proclaim that 
the end of the strife shall be the establishment 
of "that new Heaven and new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness." Yes, the cause of the 
pure and the beautiful, the noble and the good, 
must triumph ; and great shall be the glory of 
the soldiers of the Living God in the regene- 
ration. And if thou per sever est 9 it must be so 
on the battle-field of thy heart. He Who is the 
God of the great world around us is the God 
of the little world within. It is He Who is 
contending in thee; thou art but His soldier, 
guided by His wisdom, strengthened by His 
might, shielded by His Love. Keep thy w,ill 
united to the Will of God, and final defeat is 
impossible; for He is invincible. "He Who 
hath begun a good work in you will perform it 
until the day of Jesus Christ." There is but one 
danger, your own withdrawal from the contest ; 
but whilst you are on the ground of conflict 
you cannot know defeat. " He that believeth 
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on Him shall not be confounded." " Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life." 

M For Right is right, since God is God ; 
And Bight the day mast win. 
To doubt would he disloyalty ; 
To falter would he sin." 

History proves that the conviction of the 
grandeur and truth of their cause has made 
weak men strong — aye, invincible. What cause 
is nobler than yours, ye soldiers of Christ? 
Ere one blow was struck, one life laid down, 
the final victory was assured. God shall reign 
from the rising to the setting of the sun ; God 
shall reign within, over mind, and heart, and 
will, if you yield not to despair. Noble indeed 
is thy cause ; it is that which promotes God's 
glory and the weal of man. 

"Be strong and of a good courage" in the 
power of hope. 

Hope is grounded on the fact that these 
temptations wherewith you are assaulted can 
be safely passed through. "There has no 
temptation taken you but that which is com- 
mon to man." The temptations which are 
trying you, the fighting without and the fears 
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within, are those which God's people have been 
called on to meet in every age of the Church. 
"Think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though some strange 
thing happened unto you. ,, (1 S. Peter iv. 12.) 
Now these temptations can be overcome, and, 
passing safely through them, you can enter into 
life. Every saved soul in Paradise witnesses 
to this, and here, " they being dead yet speak." 
Go to them, and ask them one by one the road 
by which they reached the blessed fields of 
rest. They point you to the Wilderness of 
Temptation, along which even now you march 
and fight. Their history reveals the same 
temptations met, the same sorrows known, the 
same perplexities battled with, perhaps the 
same defeats endured. But the faithful God 
made for them a way of escape, and passing 
over the waters of the Jordan of death, they 
came out of great tribulation into the Paradise 
of God. For Jesus was with them in the con- 
flict, and made them " more than conquerors." 
By God's election you are now where once 
they were, and the sorrows they endured now 
weigh heavily on you. Once they found it hard 
to pray, as you do now; once they could not 
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at times meditate with fervour, as you cannot 
now; once their hearts were grieved because 
sensible contrition was not theirs, as it is not 
yours now; once they knew the sorrows of 
defeat, the pains of wounds, as you do now. 
Why need I enter more into detail? Every 
sorrow wherewith you sorrowed they have sor- 
rowed with. Every foe that stands in your path 
they have contended with. Weak as you are, 
they were as weak, who yet in Christ's Strength 
waxed valiant in fight, and put to flight the 
armies of the Evil One. They were strong in 
that strength, which is yours also; for their 
helps are yours. There is the same Father in 
Heaven, ever ready to help ; there is the same 
Holy Jesus, ever aiding and protecting us by 
His ceaseless intercession; there is the same 
Holy Spirit indwelling to fill us with life and 
light — the light of truth and the life of grace ; 
there is the same Catholic Church, with the 
same Priesthood and the same Sacraments. 
Still the Holy Altar of the Blessed Sacrament 
has its ancient power to draw down God's 
blessing through the pleaded Sacrifice, and to 
feed through the communication of the holy 
gifts. Yes, the songs of the redeemed are to us 
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as the music of hope; and this great grace 
grows strong within us, as, contemplating the 
victors in Paradise, we remember that there is 
no good ground for despair, since " there hath 
no temptation taken us but such as is common 
to man." 

Another ground of hope is the circumstances 
under which your fight in the wilderness is 
fought. I would have you to reflect carefully 
on this. God is Master on this battle-field, 
and can regulate the incidents of the temptation 
one by one. This is most clearly revealed in 
the text. Here the whole sphere of temptation 
is sketched as in a map. The Christian soldier 
stands on the defensive in the battle-field, ready 
for the fight. Then the foe approaches, when, 
as with lightning speed, the temptation assaults 
him, and the conflict begins. But God is 
present there watching the fight, and its whole 
course is clear to His mind, and its intensity 
and duration are regulated by Him. Eemember 
the trials that Job endured, and see an illus- 
tration of each step of the way as here sketched 
by S. Paul. The temptation is permitted ; for 
until God gives Satan permission he cannot lay 
hands on him. Then, when the permission is 
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given, the temptation is regulated by the Divine 
Will ; for God first permits him to touch only 
his belongings, and then to touch the person of 
the patriarch himself. And when the trial had 
lasted as long as God willed, He withdrew His 
servant from the field where he had fought and 
conquered. " The Lord turned the captivity of 
Job." " Ye have heard of the patience of Job, 
and have seen the end of the Lord ; that the 
Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy." 
(S. James v. 11.) Oh, how rich a source of hope 
is this one instance of God's power in temp- 
tation ! When He wills He can protect us, so 
that Satan cannot approach. When He wills, 
the conflict comes ; but the fierceness of the 
attack is proportioned to our strength, and its 
duration to our powers of endurance. God 
permits us to be tempted that we may be 
victors, not vanquished, in the strife ; and thus 
Satan advances the good of the people of God. 
Diaboli tentationes ad utilitatem sanctorum 
convertit Deus. God makes the temptations of 
the devil to be the means of good to His saints. 
"He turns the curse into a blessing." Ever 
remember, then, if thou art really God's, that 
in the fiercest moment of temptation God is 
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on the battle-field to restrain the tempter's 
power. He makes the intensity and duration 
of the conflict to be proportionate to the 
strength of each of His elect. Christ's soldiers 
are called on to fight with the eye of the Great 
Captain resting on them. All their movements 
are carefully noticed ; the course of the conflict 
is marked, by Him Who is Wisdom and Power. 
They are but called on to be obedient to His 
commands, and so to carry out His plans of 
victorious conflict. Even in the midst of the 
fight there is present to His mind that path 
whereby He will at eventide lead His army 
victorious from the scene of contest. Yes, all is 
plain to Him Who is our Leader in the fight. 
Cannot we trust Him, moment by moment, 
as the weary day drags on its course? His 
Wisdom avails to sketch a master plan of con- 
flict; His Power avails to bring it to a suc- 
cessful issue; His Love pledges Him to care 
for His soldiers' weal. "Only let us follow 
whither He doth lead," and our safety is certain, 
our victory is secured. "He will not suffer 
us to be tempted above that we are able ; but 
will with the temptation also make a way 
to escape, that we may be able to bear it." Let 
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me remind you yet again of what is involved 
in this promise. He assures you that your 
temptations shall be proportioned to your 
strength. He assures you that it shall only last 
as long as you can endure. He assures you 
that in the hour of temptation He is with you, 
thus to save and aid you. Trust Him, then, 
wholly, oh, my brother! Though you cannot 
see your way to a victorious egress from the 
temptation, God does. He Who in love permits 
you to be tempted has already made for you 
" the way of escape." Simply resign yourself to 
His guiding Hand. He, watching " over Israel, 
slumbers not, nor sleeps." Thus recognising 
His protecting Presence, thou shalt be strong 
with the courage of Hope. 

Another reason to justify our expectation of 
final salvation is the intense yearning of the 
Heart of God for our victory. " That ye may 
be able to bear it," reveals this longing to us. 
And it is a longing of which we have a personal 
knowledge through Christian experience; for 
you will remember that I am specially speaking 
to those who know something through personal 
experience of the Love of God in Christ. like 
Laban of old, you can say to the true Jacob, 
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"I have learned by experience that the Lord 
hath blessed me for Thy spke." (Gen. xxx. 27.) 
I know that to many the term " Christian ex- 
perience" is objectionable, because of its asso- 
ciation with Methodism. I am not anxious to 
defend it from the charge of such an association. 
Methodism, as indeed every system of positive 
thought, has a truth to teach — a truth, perhaps, 
forgotten at the time it arose. Thus, as Calvin- 
ism witnesses for God's sovereignty, and the 
Theism of Parker or Newman, protesting 
against fatalism, witnesses for the Fatherhood 
of God, so does Methodism witness for the 
reality of the subjective side of religious life ; 
that is, for the reality of Christian experience. 
Such experience is a necessity of a living soul. 
Sensation and life go together; insensibility and 
death are inseparable. This experience belongs 
to the children of God, and by it they know . 
the reality of God's Love. This Love of God, 
revealed in His actions and realised in Christian 
experience, is a strong ground of Hope. It is 
revealed in the Life and Death of the Incarnate 
Son of God. Bowing down before the Holy 
Manger, I see revealed the Love of God; for 
" God so loved the world," that He gave His 
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only Begotten Son to be born as our Saviour 

in Bethlehem. Lying low at the Foot of the 

Cross, and gazing on Jesus crucified, I learn to 

say, " Herein is love, not that we loved God, 

but that He loved us, and gave His Son to be 

the propitiation for our sins" Ah, then, I see 

how personal is His Love ; for there, isolating 

myself from all others, I learn that He is on 

His Cross for me because He loved me. Passing 

in thought within the veil, there, too, I see 

revealed His Love; for (oh, wondrous joy!) 

there I learn that He loves me with a present 

love, as He stands to plead for me before His 

throne. I see fliis love in the grand fact, that 

all through my conflicts in this wilderness way 

He wins grace and strength for me, as He brings 

His Passion to bear upon the Heart of God, and 

know that in the power of this Intercession 

the Holy Spirit has reached me. His Love was 

revealed in my Baptism, where, through the 

gift of the Spirit, I was baptized unto Christ. 

His arms of Love have embraced me; His 

Sacred Heart He has made my Home; and 

" my Beloved is mine, and I am His." Nor is 

this all. He Who has thus brought me into 

union with Himself in His Church there guides 

L 
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and feeds me; and in the gift of His Word, the 
Food of His Supper, the Peace of His Abso- 
lution, I see revealed God's Love to me, and 
the consequent longing of the Sacred Heart for 
my final victory. It is He, Who thus loved and 
loves, Who leads us into temptation; and in 
this thought lies our great source of hope. 
There must be in this, as in all His dealings, 
purposes of Love, and these purposes His 
Wisdom and His Strength can realise in me 
here. Here then, where His children have 
served Him in agony and trial, we must serve 
Him too. What though the temptations be 
powerful, and though there be? within us weak, 
consenting wills ? What though there be 
sometimes the sorrow of defeat? There is 
One near Who has said that "He will not 
suffer us to be tempted above that we are 
able," and we are in Him. Christ is our Hope, 
and gazing on Him in the Heavens we have a 
"hope sure and steadfast," which is "an anchor 
of our souls," keeping us firm to our pleading 
Saviour in the strong hour of temptation and 
the dark moment of defeat. 

One other source of hope I must now bring 
before you, because of its connection with these 
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reasons just mentioned. We ought to be strong 
in Hope, because of the goodness of the cause 
in which we contend; because the difficulties 
can be overcome, since they have been by 
many; because of God's regulating and con- 
trolling power in temptation; and because of 
the desire of God for our salvation. The re- 
membrance of these four great truths forms in 
the soul a fixed and dogged determination to 
persevere in the Christian conflict. " I do not 
mean giving in," as a poor man once expressed 
it. The fixed resolve is formed to keep on 
battling in the conflict as long as the voice of 
God calls us to the fight. Eegardless of the 
passing incidents of the fight, though there be 
often danger, and sometimes a fall, there shall 
be no surrender. Beaten, the firm resolve is to 
return again to the fight ; and thus day by day 
to live confident of final victory, if the struggle 
is continued, knowing that the one policy of 
danger is to cease to fight. Though one single 
sin be never wholly subdued, though one single 
virtue be never gained, through the aiding 
Grace of God this is the formed purpose of the 
soul, if need be, to die fighting; for he who 
dies fighting on the wilderness dies saved. This 



i 



148 SAFETY IN TEMPTATION. [lect. 

firm resolve reacts in a marvellous way on the 
soul, if it be formed in humble dependence 
on the grace of God. When the soul, having 
counted the cost, yields itself up in a strong 
determination to be Christ's for ever, then hope 
is strengthened within. Blessed, then, is he 
who can say to His Lord — 

" Jesus, I my Cross have taken, 
AU to leave and follow Thee ; 
Destitute, despised, forsaken, 
Thou henceforth my aU shall he." 

Form this firm resolve, then, at the foot of the 
Cross, and in the remembrance of it thou shalt 
be strong in hope. These five grounds of hope 
are within the reach of us all, and in them 
hope finds strength. Only let us be honest, 
and not deceivers nor self-deceived — honest in 
our battle with sin, honest in our efforts after 
goodness. Then recognising the Love of God 
in Christ, and the presence of God in temp- 
tation — then remembering the great cloud of 
witnesses, and the glorious cause for which we 
battle, canst thou give way, child, to despair ? 
Surely thy weakness becomes strength — the 
weakness of despair gives place to the strength 
of hope. If, then, thou wouldest be safe in 
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temptation, be this the one great precept of 
thy life: "Hope thou in God; for I will yet 
give Him thanks, which is the help of my 
countenance and my God." 

III. This grace of Hope, however, is not pre- 
sumptuous. It does not despise those rules of 
Christian warfare which God has given for the 
guidance of His soldiers in temptation. By 
this true hope is distinguished from false hope. 
False hope is marked by the presence of pre- 
sumption, which leads a man, in his imagined 
security, to fail in obedience to those commands 
of God by which perseverance is assured to us. 
True hope is linked with the obedience of 
humility and love, and leads him who possesses 
it to secure his perseverance by walking accord- 
ing to the counsel of the Most High. I would 
now, then, speak to you of some of the precepts 
which God has given to guide those in their 
warfare who go forth in the strength of hope. 
Some of these precepts only can be noticed 
now ; others will come before us in a succeed- 
ing Lecture; many must be altogether passed 
over. Nevertheless, the few I can now speak 
of will be found to aid us in our search for 
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the knowledge of how to be safe in temp- 
tation. 

The first great precept comes to us under 
circumstances of peculiar solemnity. Awful as 
are the laws revealed amidst the majesty of 
Sinai, there is a peculiar and greater awe 
attached to those which come to us from our 
Lord at the time of His Passion. Such a pre- 
cept is that which bids the Christian liable to 
temptation to maintain self-watchfulness. You 
remember the scene. It is in Gethsemane, and 
on the night of the Agony, with all the stillness 
and the awe of the bright moonlight night. 
Eight of the apostles are at the entrance of the 
garden ; three are within, bidden by Christ to 
"tarry there, and watch with Him;" and "one 
is not." Already has the dread conflict begun 
— that agony in which He arms Himself for 
His coming trials, which He knows will be to 
the sharers of His watch a time of bitter 
temptation. He now comes to them, and finds 
them sleeping. Conscious of their danger, and 
their need of preparation to meet it, and 
especially anxious for S. Peter, He says, "Could 
ye not watch one hour ? Watch and pray, that 
ye enter not into temptation : the spirit indeed 
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is willing, but the flesh is weak." (S. Matt, 
xxvi. 40, 41.) How powerfully is that precept, 
then neglected, enforced on us by the thrice- 
repeated fall of him whose "spirit was willing," 
but whose " flesh was weak." Our Lord's com- 
mand, enforced by S. Peter's fall, teaches us 
the necessity of earnest watchfulness in the 
Wilderness of Temptation. So only can we 
acquit ourselves as the good soldiers of Jesus 
Christ. This habit of watchfulness involves 
the diligent practice of many Christian duties. 
Self-examination is necessary for obedience to 
it, a self-examination which must be thorough, 
diligent, regular, and systematic. By it we 
must seek to learn these two things, without 
which watchfulness were of little avail. First, 
What is the temptation to which we most 
frequently and easily yield ? Secondly, Under 
what circumstances is this temptation most 
powerfully felt? By these two questions, 
carefully answered through self-examination, 
we shall know what our besetting sin is, so as 
to guard against it, and what are the occasions 
of special danger to us through it. What is 
thy besetting sin ? When and how is its power 
manifest? Is it the society of some friend, 
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whose ways are unholy, whose life is polluted, 
whose heart is alienated from God and good- 
ness ? Or is it some scene or form of amuse- 
ment, where the tempter tempts thee as he 
tempted Eve in Paradise, but which you find 
it hard to give up? Or is it some form of 
covetousness, which is ever surging and boiling 
within thee when that which is longed for 
meets the eye ? Or is it some branch of know- 
ledge, good in itself, but fatal for thee, a babe 
in Christ, because of its assaults on thy faith ? 
What is it that hampers your holy aspirations, 
and fosters the sin that dwelleth in you? 
Questions such as these, honestly and search- 
ingly put, reveal to the soul the especial point 
of danger in it, which must be watched in the 
hour of temptation. When self-examination 
has thus guided us to the weak part of our 
character, and to the occasions in which we 
most easily suffer from that weakness, its 
work is not yet done — it must proceed to ask 
these questions of the conscience. Is it my 
duty to go into those places where temptation 
assaults me ? If it be — and temptation often 
meets us in the path of duty — go bravely on; 
but as thou goest " watch and pray." But if no 
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duty calls thee there, and thou art led by incli- 
nation only to please thyself, then draw back ; 
for how canst thou expect to be victor when 
thou goest thus into danger? Give up the 
dearest friend you have in the world ; give up 
the best- loved amusement, harmless to others 
perhaps, but full of danger to thee; give up 
the most prized intellectual pursuit, when it is 
to thee a means of temptation, to which no voice 
of duty summons thee. 0, brethren, how many 
a downcast Christian would go rejoicing on his 
way, how many a weak Christian would become 
strong in grace, if through self-examination 
they would yield obedience to Christ's precept 
to tempted men — "Watch, that ye enter not 
into temptation." But watchfulness implies 
more than this practice of self-examination. It 
will not do to be on our guard at midday, or 
at eventide, when we examine our consciences 
only, if we are unwatchful in those hours of 
the day which are not hours of devotion. No ; 
for upon the watch-tower of the soul the 
sentinel must be ever eagerly watching for the 
approach of the foe, lest he come and find us 
sleeping. A habit of constant watchfulness 
keeps the soul ever prepared for attacks, and 
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thus Satan loses that power which is his when 
he takes us by surprise. By it the Christian 
recognises the first movements of the besetting 
sin in the beginning of temptation, and then 
the victory is comparatively easy. Let me illus- 
trate this. What is your besetting sin? Is 
it that painful one of a hasty temper ? If so, 
my illustration is found. If you curb the first 
motions of temper by an effort of your will, 
you can calm your inner self again. But if 
you fail thus to detect it, and begin to fight for 
self-control after passion has broken loose 
within, how painful, how difficult the contest 
for repose. Constant inner watchfulness for 
the first whisper of the voice of conscience is 
one condition of success. By this constant 
guard the habit of recollection is formed, and 
the whole being is in hand. For recollection is 
to the spiritual life like the bit in the horse's 
mouth, whereby its whole course is guided. 
And this recollection is his, in whom the 
practice of watchfulness has by effort and 
God's grace, become a habit, whereby the soul 
is ever prepared for the hour of temptation. 

And so watchfulness implies not only the 
recognition of, but a persevering wrestling with, 
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"the sin that so easily besets us." It neces- 
sitates the habitual subdual of the sin that 
dwelleth in us as a traitor in thfe camp. We 
must not only watch the tempter without, we 
must slay the traitor within. Many are the 
weapons wherewith we are to fight — some 
common to all temptations, others of a more 
special value. Fasting, penance, and wisely- 
directed mortification, are of use to all in health. 
But one weapon I may more particularly 
mention, because I am convinced that the 
power of the word of God to crush indwelling 
sin is not sufficiently realised. Whatever be 
the sin, slay it with "the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God." Slay it by medi- 
tation; for the remedial power of meditation 
is of the highest degree. Especially meditation 
on the opposite virtue, seen in the character of 
Jesus, and then on the deep evil of thy sin, as 
seen in that detail of His Passion in which He 
made satisfaction for it. Thus as our sins are 
contrasted with His virtues, and their heinous- 
ness seen in the light of His Passion, is the 
will moved to brave conflict with that which 
holds the soul in bondage. When once the 
Love of Jesus is in the heart, I know no means 
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of amendment more powerful than this practice 
of meditation, which I hold to be all-important 
in this Wilderness of Temptation. 

A second great precept bids us not only to 
watch, but to pray. " Watch and pray, that ye 
enter not into temptation." I believe this to 
allude especially to private prayer — to that 
prayer of which our Lord says, "Thou, when 
thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when 
thou hast shut thy door, pray to Thy Father 
which is in secret; and Thy Father which 
seeth in secret shall reward thee openly." 
(S. Matt. vi. 6.) Behold Jesus in Gethsemane. 
Listen to His earnest pleadings, as He cries 
" with strong crying and tears unto Him Who 
is able to save." And learn that in the Geth- 
semane of thy closet thou must prepare for 
thy conflict in the world. This prayer must be 
systematic ; not a prayer of fits and starts, but 
a life-prolonged prayer. It must be compre- 
hensive, fully giving expression to consciously- 
felt need. It must be a prayer of earnest 
importunity — "I will not let thee go unless 
Thou bless me." Brethren, private prayer is 
much more neglected, and much more slovenly 
used among Christians, than many suppose. In 



iv.] SAFE TY IN TEMPTA TION. 157 

these days of happily multiplied services there 
is a peculiar danger, and that is, that the closet 
should be deserted for the Chureh. Believe 
me, public worship cannot be a substitute for 
private devotion. Nay, the worship of the 
sanctuary necessitates the devotion of the 
closet; for there is the fire, needed for this 
worship, fed. Your increased attendance on the 
public means of grace is not pleasing unto 
God, if it be accompanied with a neglect of 
that command — "Commune with your own 
heart, and in your chamber, and be still." It is 
there that the soul opens up its special needs 
before God in the time of temptation; it is 
there that resolves are strengthened, there that 
vigour is gained, there that the judgment is 
enlightened through the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
With it blend ejaculatory prayer ; speak in it 
constantly to God; consecrate each action of the 
day by it ; and then in the hour of temptation 
it shall be to thee a weapon of defence. 

Confession of sin is also one great means of 
protection in the time of temptation. I speak 
not now of the confession, which is general 
and public, but of that which is particular and 
private. Of this confession there are two 
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kinds in the Bible and in God's Church ; and 
when I speak now of confession, I do not 
merely mean one kind, but both. I do not 
confine myself to what is called Sacramental 
Confession, nor do I exclude it. The Church 
has left the use of this to the liberty of each 
Christian man, and I am content also so to 
leave it. Its wonderful blessings to many souls 
I know full well ; its revived use among us is 
to me a cause of gratitude; and its greater 
increase I desire and pray for. But this must 
be as each Christian man is led to feel the need 
of it, and then, in the exercise of his Christian 
liberty, to embrace its offered ministries. There 
is a danger, too, lest some should come to con- 
fession because in certain circles the popular 
opinion urges it; and there is, on the other 
hand, a greater danger that others should be 
kept back, by the same popular opinion in dif- 
ferent circles, from its precious and desired aids. 
The use of Sacramental Confession is therefore 
left to each one's conscience. Here, however, 
I am laying down a more general position, and 
that is, that the use of private confession, in 
one of its forms, is one great law of victory in 
temptation. Only the confession must be de- 
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finite and heartfelt, and accompanied with a 
resolution of amendment of life. Beyond ques- 
tion, as the Presence of God is grasped with 
vivid force, it will be a painful discipline, but 
as such it will lend power to watchfulness and 
prayer, and by its increase of our horror of sin 
will aid us»in the hour of temptation. 

IV. The soldier of Christ who goes into the 
battle strong in hope, and there maintains a 
spirit of watchfulness, supported by prayer and 
confession, will be safe in temptation, if only 
he maintains his true standing as united to 
Christ by His Spirit. It is only in Christ— that 
is, as vitally united to Christ — that we can be 
victorious in this contest. Our union with 
Christ is a real union, created by God through 
His grace. "He has set my feet upon the 
Eock, and ordered my goings," and has " put a 
new song in my mouth," even the song of 
the redeemed. Now the reason why many 
Christians are desponding, and even conquered, 
is, that they forget the reality of their union 
with Christ as a fact external to their own 
realisation of it, and forgetting this, they fall 
back upon the ground of feelings. But feelings 
change. They are like the ever-shifting sands, 
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and are treacherous ground for us to fight on. 
To-day the soldier is full of confidence and joy, 
because he feels happy; to-morrow he is cast 
down and weak, because he is in darkness. 
Brethren, how unworthy a standing-ground for 
the Christian soldier is that of his subjective 
feelings ! Spiritual feelings are influenced by 
physical temperament and by bodily health. A 
gloomy state of soul can often be traced to an 
attack of indigestion ; for the "corruptible body 
presseth down the soul." It is not upon the 
ground of feeling that we can stand securely 
in the fight. If it were, there were no place 
for hope : then were we brave when sensible 
joy was with us, and weak in the sorrows of 
the night. Our true standing-ground is faith 
in God — a faith which saith, " Though He slay 
me, yet will I trust Him." This faith grasps 
God's Promises; and on these promises we 
must place our feet, and be strong. He who 
is ever contemplating his feelings will soon 
become a spiritual invalid, full of trying scru- 
ples and of morbid anxiety. Then all vigour 
goes, and the soul is weak for the fight. It 
can find in itself nothing good. Listen to its 
pitiful moan: "My confessions are so lacking 
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in contrition ! my communions are so cold ! my 
prayers are so wandering ! and my whole heart 
is so utterly dead that I cannot go on. The 
good that I would, I do not ; and the evil that 
I would not, that I do." Canst thou not hear 
in this the voice of the Tempter ? He reminds 
thee of a truth, and that is, that thou art a 
sinner ; but this God reveals to thee more and 
more in the discipline of life. And on this 
ground he urges thee to give up thy spiritual 
life, to turn away from Jesus because thou art 
a sinner. And his temptation is listened to 
because, forgetful of Christ's word and God's 
promises, thou art distressed at dryness within. 
It is just because thou dost fail day by day, as 
thou walkest in the light, that thou art bidden 
constantly to return to Jesus. " If we walk in 
the light, as He is in the light, the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all 
sin." Oh, brother, pass from the ground of 
feeling to that of blessed trust in God; for 
His word to you is, " Who is among you that 
feareth the Lord, that walketh in darkness, and 
hath no light? let him trust in the Name of 
the Lord, and stay upon his God." (Isa. 1. 10.) 
Stand, then, firmly on the Eock of ages; 

M 
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cling to God's promises ; and ever say, " In the 
Lord have I righteousness and strength." You 
can do so; for you know what it is to enter 
into the joy of redemption, since, passing 
through the Eed Sea of His Blood, " Christ has 
made you free," with "the glorious liberty of 
the children of God." Then, in that day of 
forgiveness at His Cross, you found an answer 
to the question, "What must I do to be saved ?" 
And that answer, which led you to believe in 
Jesus, you received into your heart. You have 
thus found His Pardon and His Peace, and in 
all your future life you can never, without 
serious danger, forget the truth you learnt at 
His Cross. Clinging to Him by faith, this is 
ever true, that Jesus has redeemed you with 
His Blood, and made you the child of God by 
His Spirit. Hence be this the glad conviction 
of your heart — " I am my Beloved's, and my 
Beloved is mine." 

• 

Be this the joyful song of your lips — 

" Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness 
My beauty are, my glorious dress : 
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 
With joy shall I lift up my head. 
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" When from the dust of death I rise, 
To claim my mansion in the skies, 
E'en then shall this be all my plea — 
Jesus hath lived and died for me" 

Ever remember that your life in the wilder- 
ness is a journeying from, not a struggling to, 
the Cross. It is the life of a ransomed people, 
who, redeemed from Egypt, are marching on to 
Zion. Look to Jesus, when conscious of sin, 
and see in Him thy righteousness. Look to 
Jesus, when oppressed with a sense of weak- 
ness, and see in Him thy strength. "In the 
Lord have I righteousness and strength." Live 
"looking unto Jesus," and thou shalt be safe in 
the hour of temptation. Die "looking unto 
Jesus," and thou shalt be victorious in that 
last conflict with the tempter. For the one 
great condition of safety in temptation is, to 
live in an abiding sense of union with God 
in Christ. Through this, hope is ever strong, 
and the soldier of Christ courageous. Through 
this, watchfulness is powerful; for we "tarry 
with Him, and watch." Through this, prayer is 
effectual ; for it is in His name. Through this, 
confession aids us ; for, made as an offering of 
sorrow to Him, contrition is deepened. But 
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without this abiding union with Christ all is 
in vain; for, "severed from Him, we can do 
nothing." Be it your resolve and mine to live 
as those who know that " there is now no con- 
demnation to them that are in Christ Jesus." 
So, and so only, can we be safe in temptation. 



LECTURE V. 

WITH JESUS IN TEMPTATION. 

Hebrews iv. 14-16. 

"Seeing then that we have a great High Priest, that is 
passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our profession. For we have not an High 
Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly 
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need.*' 

"TTTHO is this that cometh out of the 
* * wilderness leaning on the arm of her 
Beloved?" Behold the true position of the 
Christian pilgrim as he travels through the 
Wilderness of Temptation. He walks not 
through it, he battles not in it, as one who 
is alone. To do so were but to invite defeat, 
because of his ignorance and his weakness. 
Ever does he recognise the presence of another, 
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Who is the Son of God ; ever does he hear a 
voice speaking in accents of love, and saying, 
"My grace is sufficient for thee: for My 
strength is made perfect in weakness." It is 
his joy in the sorrows of his pilgrimage, his 
secret of perseverance amidst his difficulties, 
that he is with Jesus in temptation. 

Lay hold on this thought, thou that art not 
alone on the battle-field of temptation; if 
Satan is near thee, others are near thee 
watching thy fight with the intensest interest. 
True it is that the presence of those who are 
on thy side is often unfelt — is ever unseen. 
Therefore a sense of loneliness steals over thee, 
and with it comes despair. Thou thinkest that 
thy God has left thee to do battle alone, 
forgetting that The Faithful Promiser has 
said, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee." But thou art not alone, even when, 
encompassed by the hosts of hell, thou criest, 
"Alas! how shall we do?" for if thine eyes 
were opened thou shouldest cry, "Behold, the 
mountain is full of horses and chariots of fire ;" 
for " the chariots of God are twenty thousand, 
even thousands of angels;" and they are on 
thy side. Thou art not alone ; for Jesus is with 
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thee in the hour of temptation. Kecognise, 
then, His Presence, and be with Him. 

One only of those born of woman was called 
on to fight that fight alone ; it is He Who is 
our Forerunner, the great Champion of men ; 
but now He Who " trod that wine-press alone" 
is with each of His elect in their perilous path. 
Step by step the eye of Jesus watches him; His 
Sacred Hand is stretched out to shield him; 
and he who recognises this presence of His 
Lord will learn even to rejoice in temptation. 

I wish to linger more at length on this great 
truth, that Jesus is with us in Temptation. 
Very much comfort and strength is in this 
thought, but its depths can only be revealed to 
us by His grace. blessed Master, Who wast 
tempted for us of old, and art even now plead- 
ing for us within the veil, in the Power of that 
Intercession pour down on us at this time Thy 
Holy Spirit, that the souls of Thy poor tempted 
children may be cheered and strengthened, as 
they see Thee present with them in the hour of 
conflict ! 

With Jesus in temptation! how grand 
the thought ! How full of refreshment to the 
weary soul ! Such refreshment is often sorely 
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needed, and it is found in Him Whose voice is 
ever crying to the weary, " Come unto Me, and 
I will give you rest." Often is the Christian's 
position seen to be typified in that of Israel of 
old, when they journeyed through the wilder- 
ness. At early morn the advance is sounded, 
and, with glad heart and light step, the people 
resume their march. But as the hours pass on 
there are many in that company who become 
weary and faint. There are weak ones there — 
women, and children, and old men — who have 
not strength for the way. Even men of vigour 
are conscious of fatigue. Above them is the 
shining sun, which every moment "lights on 
them " with increasing heat. Beneath them is 
the scorching soil of the desert, like a burning 
furnace, over which lies their toilsome way. 
They begin to think they must give in, because 
the way is so great, and they so weak. Down- 
cast and weary, their soul faints in them ; when 
lo ! a ciy of joy is heard, gloom is scattered 
like a dark cloud, and, with quickened step and 
gladdened heart, they march on their way; 
for in the distance they see their place of rest. 
Near at hand is Elam, where are the wells from 
which they shall draw water with joy, and the 
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palm trees under whose branches they shall 
find "a shadow in the daytime from the heat, 
and a place of refuge, and a covert from storm 
and rain." (Isa. iv. 6.) Then press they on with 
renewed vigour, until at length we behold them 
rejoicing in the grateful shade, and draining 
refreshing draughts of that living water. Even 
so is it to-day : footsore, weary, and worn, how 
many are tempted to give in ! The fatigue of 
the spiritual life is a reality, not a mere dream. 
Who is there here now, who has tried to follow 
Christ perseveringly, that does not know by 
experience what this fatigue is ? Who knows 
not that oppressive feeling of weariness that 
arises from the constant strain on mind and 
will which our conflict demands ? Who has 
not " groaned in spirit, being troubled," as the 
agonising thought has come over him — I can- 
not persevere ? Then the voice of Jesus says, 
" Come ye apart and rest awhile." Eest ! ah, 
would that could be! but where can I rest? 
Then, lo ! He shows him the true Elam ; shows 
him the Palm Tree of His Cross, and the 
water of His Spirit, which flows to His Elect 
through His Passion and Intercession. Then 
it is rest indeed, as, wearied, I " sit down under 
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His Shadow with great delight, and His fruit 
is sweet to my taste." 

Oh, if thou art wearied and restless, there is 
rest for thee close at hand, and thou mayest 
dare to rest ! Nay, it is truest wisdom some- 
times to rest. " Jesus, being wearied, sat down 
by the well;" and often He would lead us to 
be with Him, and sit down and rest by Jacob's 
well. He does not will that we should be 
always on the strain. Ever toiling, never rest- 
ing, is not His will in nature or in grace — is 
not the truest wisdom for the soul, as it is not 
for the body or the mind. He Who is the 
Eesting Place of His Elect is ever near them, 
and in the hour of weariness would have them 
to be still. Let go, then, the strain on thy 
inner being, and, in the hour of spiritual 
fatigue, go to the Cross of thy Eedeemer, and, 
gazing on His Crucified Form, sit down and 
rest. Be this our position then now, and as 
we rest at His Cross, let us learn what Jesus 
is unto us in the hour of Temptation. It is 
such utter rest to lie at the Sacred Fset, 
and gaze on Christ as our crucified Lord; for 
there clouds are scattered, and strength is 
gained. 
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" Calvary's mournful mountain climb. 

There, adoring at His Feet, 
Mark that miracle of time, 

God's own sacrifice complete. 
It is finished ! hear Him cry ; 
Learn of Jesus Christ to die." 

And not only to die, but to be strong in the 
hour of temptation. 

I. We are, then, to meditate on the thought 
that we are with Jesus in the hour of Temp- 
tation, and to-day is a fitting time for us to 
linger here. This week is, as it were, an oasis 
in the Lenten Wilderness. Eest is the key-note 
which is struck on Eefreshment Sunday. We 
are then but following the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit in the Church when, raising our 
eyes to the Son of Mary, we seek to find, 
in the recognition of His Presence, the 
strengthening and refreshing of our inner life. 
Much, however, is involved in the truth before 
us ; for it is not a mere sentiment. It is a fact 
which can be only firmly grasped as we recall 
to mind the great truths on which it rests. Of 
these truths the first we must grasp is this — 
the reality of that union wherewith your life 
is united to the Person of Jesus Christ. 

You are "in Christ," if you are indeed of 
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the number of those who are in the Life of 
Temptation. You can only pass into that life, 
in the sense in which we treat of it now, 
through the grace of conversion; and he who 
in conversion has responded to regenerating 
grace, is one who abides in Christ. By the 
action of your will you have yielded yourself 
up to Jesus Christ, as one who has been re- 
deemed by His Blood, and quickened by His 
Spirit. This self- surrender is not with all 
a time of agony or conflict, nor even one 
that definitely lives in the memory; but the 
self-surrender has been made. With many of 
you it is a well-remembered time, and each 
step of the road whereby you escaped from 
Egypt is recalled with ease to the mind. You 
have known what it is to feel the degradation 
and the misery of the bondage of Egypt, as 
you have been convinced of the littleness of 
the life of the world, of the power of sinful 
habits, and of the obligations of committed 
sin. Oh, dark and dreary was " that time " in 
which you lived, "having no hope, and with- 
out God in the world" (Eph. ii. 12) ; for you 
were " without Christ." But then in that dark 
and hopeless day light came to you, as Jesus 
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revealed Himself to you by His Spirit. You 
saw His Love, its wondrous greatness, its re- 
deeming power, and. your personal interest in 
it. It was revealed in His Incarnation, where- 
in He embraced humanity; in His Passion, 
wherein He redeemed it ; in His Ascension into 
Heaven, whereby He enthroned it on His 
Throne. It is revealed in His ceaseless Inter- 
cession in Heaven, in the Presence and Work 
of the Holy Spirit on earth, in His own con- 
tinued operations on men in those Sacraments 
whereby His Incarnation is powerful over the 
whole earth. "Sacraments aie the extension 
of the Incarnation;" for in them the Sacred 
Humanity touches us, and is touched by us. 
" His Touch has still its Antient Power," and 
in that Sacramental Touch of sinners is seen 
the Love of Christ. This manifested Love, 
seen by the eyes of faith, led you to read in 
Jesu's Form the truth of your own redemption. 
There you " believed in Him to the saving of 
your soul," and passed into the wilderness as 
one who was " in Christ." 

Not that this act of your faith created that 
union; not that it began to be at your con- 
version. Such were not the case; you then. 
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did but realise and yield yourself to that 
union with Himself which He had created 
long before. You have been baptized into 
Jesus Christ, and by the Holy Spirit's power 
have been in Baptism united to Christ. In 
your Baptism you were " married to the Lord ;" 
made bone of His Bone, and flesh of His 
Flesh, because you were there "made a mem- 
ber of Christ. ,, Conversion, therefore, does not 
create this union; for when converting grace 
acts on the unbaptized, it leads them to the 
Font, that there they may be "baptized into 
Jesus Christ. ,, So, when it acts on the bap- 
tized, it leads them, in repentance, faith, and 
purposed obedience, back to the same Holy 
Font, that they, learning the reality of their 
union with Christ, may, in the joy of His 
Peace, yield themselves to Him. At your con- 
version He acted by His Spirit on your mind, 
and heart, and will; and as He revealed the 
sinfulness of sin, and the joys of the Divine 
union, He led you to embrace willingly what 
He had freely given in Baptism. Thus you 
are in Christ by His action on you in the 
Font, and by your surrender to Him in Con- 
version. Enfolded in His Everlasting Arms, 
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you have yielded yourself to His Embrace, and 
now, by faith, hope, and charity, you abide in 
Him. " My Beloved is mine, and I am His." 

Your union*, then, with Jesus is one of vivid 
reality — the creation of His grace recognised 
and responded to by you. Because of it He is 
ever with you, you are ever with Him, and 
hence you are with Jesus in temptation. And 
His Presence is a powerful presence ; for it is 
the Presence of Him Who loves you. The 
love wherewith the husband watches over the 
wife, the love wherewith the father guards his 
child, the love wherewith the mother consoles 
her son ; these are all but faint pictures of the 
love of Him Who is the Husband (Jer. xxxi. 
32), the Father (Isa. ix. 6), the Mother (Isa. 
lxvi. 13) of His Eedeemed; for Christ is all. 
In the Wilderness of Temptation ever cling, 
then, to the thought, I am with Jesus here; 
for I am in Him. And especially cling to it, 
with the tenacious grasp of faith, in the hour 
in which you are least sensible of this union, 
when His Presence is most unfelt. Your union 
with Christ, remember, in that hour, does not 
depend in any way upon your conscious reali- 
sation of it at any time. There are times 
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when it is intensely realised ; and sweet times 
of refreshing are they ! In them there is one 
danger, and that is of spiritual presumption, 
which demands your careful watching ; so that 
you must " rejoice with trembling." " Be not 
highminded, but fear." There are other times 
when the power to realise His Presence is 
withdrawn ; but the union is as real then as in 
the moment of our most vivid consciousness of 
union with Him. In these times there is a 
danger too; if; is that of despair; and your 
safety is in trust and in patient waiting. Oh, 
believe me, believe me, your union with Christ 
is as real in the darkness of the spiritual night 
as it is in the lightness of the day. It varies 
not with our ever-varying feelings ; for there 
is no fickleness in God. "With Him is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning " (Jas. 
i. 17); and "the gifts and the calling of God 
are without repentance." (Eom. xi. 29.) In 
darkness then, as in the light, abide in union 
with Him, to Whom " the night is as clear as 
the day." Unseen, unfelt, He will never leave 
you ; but even as He hides Himself He is with 
you in the conflict of temptation, to guard and 
to strengthen. 
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" O, blest is he to whom is given 
The instinct that can tell 
That God is on the field, when He 
Is most invisible !" 

Only be ever on your guard to maintain that 
union by avoiding mortal sin. This suspends 
it; and when the deadness of soul can be 
traced home to such a sin, then indeed may you 
sorrow. Yet even here remember that repent- 
ance restores the suspended union, and learn 
in these times to go in penitence to the Feet of 
Jesus, that there, through the sprinkling of the 
Precious Blood, you may still "abide in Christ." 

II. This remembrance of the abiding Pre- 
sence of Jesus with you in Temptation, 
through your union with Him, will be found 
to be your source of strength in that time of 
spiritual fatigue of which I spoke just now. 
A little examination of this fact will, I trust, 
be helpful to you, as it teaches you to lean on 
your Beloved in this Life of Temptation. 

Among the many causes of this trying 
fatigue of soul, there are three which I must 
mention. The first is the sense of a constant 
and ever increasing strain on the energies of 
the spiritual life. It is with the life of grace 
as it is with our life in the world. As time goes 

N 
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on cares increase and multiply, until the work 
of life seems to be too great and too sustained 
for its days of toil. Ever much is crowded out, 
or at least is hurriedly performed, and with this 
comes the sense of fatigue. 

The second cause is the increasing realisation 
of the difficulties of the way, and a conscious- 
ness of our want of strength. The power of 
the world, and the flesh, and the devil, are only 
known by those who, in the Wilderness of 
Temptation, really strive to follow God when 
these stand in the path. Then, in the conflict 
to dislodge them, comes by bitter experience 
a consciousness of weakness, until the whole 
strength seems spent. Then comes spiritual 
fatigue, and with it a sense of hopeless weari- 
ness. This fatigue is not only the result of 
defeat; it often comes in the reaction after 
victory. Another such a contest and I shall 
be undone ; for my strength is spent. 

The third cause of this fatigue is perhaps 
the most common, as it is the most crushing. 
I allude to that which spriugs from the con- 
sciousness of failure. That this should be so 
crushing can be no cause of wonder, because its 
attacks are so strong and subtle on the grace of 
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Hope. Hope is not violently assaulted by the 
sense of fatigue when it comes from a strain of 
soul, or an overtaxing of its strength, if there 
be not with it a consciousness of failure. But 
with this consciousness, and its consequent 
sorrow and shame, its music dies away, giving 
place to the wail of despair. 

Yet how common a feature of our spiritual 
life is failure! We look back over its past 
history, and it seems to be a record of constant 
defeat, especially since the first glow of Chris- 
tian enthusaism died down amidst the conflict 
and the sorrows of temptation. An unbeliev- 
ing heart within us whispers to us words of 
doubt, which create, as a consequence of this 
recognition of failure, a feeling of distance 
from God. Then, when the difficulties in our 
way seem to be insurmountable, there seems 
to be nothing for us but to give in ; for if in 
the past is failure, in the present is weakness, 
which makes it but too certain that these 
defeats will be again known. Conscious weak- 
ness and remembered defeat produce spiritual 
weariness. " that I had wings like a dove ; 
for then would I flee away and be at rest!" 
The refuge of the soul here is the recognition of 
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its union with Jesus, and of the Presence that 
that union involves. You are oppressed with 
weariness because, in your consciousness of 
defeat in the past and weakness in the present, 
your hope has died. down. But is there any rea- 
son for this weariness, so closelv connected with 
despair ? True, you are weak in yourself, and 
God has taught you to see this by past failure, 
and by present self-knowledge. But in your 
weakness are you not united to Him Who is 
stronger than the strongest of all created 
powers ? 0, see His Loving embrace of you in 
your failure and your weakness! and then you 
can say, Conscious of my weakness and my 
sin, I do not despair ; " for I am persuaded that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 
palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate me 
from the Love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord." (Bom. viii. 38, 39.) Weak 
indeed I am in myself, weak even in my grasp 
of Jesus, but strong in His grasp of me ; for 
" under me are the Everlasting Arms." Weak in 
my own resolution, weaker in my own efforts, 
but strong in the strength of Him Whose 
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Presence is ever with me, to strengthen me in 
the hour of weakness, and to raise me in the 
hour of defeat. Eealising your union with 
Jesus, where is there any place in thy heart 
for the weariness of despair ? 

Is not the sense of weariness scattered yet ? 
Then listen yet again. You are in tribulation, 
without are fightings, within are fears. But 
where would you be if not here ? You are in 
the world to tread in the Master's steps, to 
drink the cup the Master drank of, and then to 
go to that glory where the Master awaits you. 
He has armed you for these trials, as He assures 
you of final victory. On the very night on 
which He was betrayed He spake to you and 
to all, saying, " In the world ye shall have tri- 
bulation : be of good cheer, I have overcome 
the world." By simple, patient faith in Jesus 
you shall overcome if you yield not to fatigue ; 
for this is the victory that overcometh, even 
our faith. His redeemed, through faith, have 
overcome their foes in every age of the Church, 
and were " more than conquerors through Him 
that loved them." They have been conquerors 
in life, though their path to victory required 
patience and hope; for they reached it only 
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after oft -repeated efforts, and after frequent 
failures. They conquered by looking unto 
Jesus, and by being with Him in temptation. 
Yes, they have been victorious, and their grace 
is yours. But how can I be victorious in 
death? perhaps you say. There are many souls 
who live in a constant dread of death, because 
they fear that beneath its trials their inner 
strength will collapse, and that in that last 
dread scene of conflict they will know defeat. 
Their cry is, " I have grace enough given me 
by God to live by ; but I am sure I have not 
grace sufficient now to meet the conflicts of 
death." Certainly not ; it were indeed strange 
if you had. "As thy days, so shall thy strength 
be." (Deut. xxxiii. 25.) He will not give you 
grace to die with until the hour of death is 
come. Now be it sufficient for you to know 
that you have grace for the present, and through 
the realisation of your union with Jesus trust 
Him for the future. For He Who is with thee 
in the wilderness shall be with thee in the 
chamber of death, and in His Presence thou 
shalt ever find strength sufficient for the day. 
"When I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for Thou 
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art with me ; Thy Eod and Thy Staff they 
comfort .me." Let not, then, the anticipation 
of death fill you with fatigue, but be with 
Jesus in Temptation ; for in Him is strength. 

To be with Jesus in Temptation, not only 
overcomes the weariness of conscious weakness, 
but also that which arises from the remem- 
brance of past failure. Consciousness of sin 
is, even in the believer, a frequent source of 
fatigue of soul ; for it is as difficult to maintain 
an abiding conviction of forgiveness, as it is to 
maintain abiding sorrow for sin. This know- 
ledge of the Divine forgiveness, however, abides 
in the soul with its recognition of union with 
Christ. If you go forth into the Life of Temp- 
tation believing that your final salvation de- 
pends upon your perfect obedience, you may 
well give way to despair when you fail, as fail 
you will. I repeat, if your final acceptance with 
God depends upon your* perfect obedience here, 
then, with the first failure in the wilderness, 
you may well fling away yoXir arms, and, ceasing 
from conflict, sit down in despair and sob your 
life away. Then you would know that, on the 
conditions proposed, it were impossible for you 
to gain the Heavenly Land. 
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United with Jesus, it is not so. Yielding 
yourself up to follow Him in obedience to 
His call and to the inspirations of His grace, 
you pass into the Wilderness of Temptation 
cleansed by His Absolving Voice from all past 
sin. "Ye are clean through the Word that 
I have spoken unto you," even that power- 
ful word of reconciliation, which not only 
proclaims, but conveys pardon. "Absolution 
hath the promise of the forgiveness of sins." 
Then all the past is forgiven; then as we 
pass through that Eed Sea of Jesus' Precious 
Blood is the ancient prophecy fulfilled in us : 
" Because He delighteth in mercy, He will turn 
again, He will have compassion upon us; He 
will subdue our iniquities; Thou wilt cast all 
their sins into the depths of the sea." (Micah 
vii. 18, 19.) It is in the power of this for- 
giveness, so plenary and so free, that you go 
"into the wilderness to be tempted of the 
devil." There your obedience is far from per- 
fect; often do you fall, it may be not, perhaps, 
into gross or wilful sin, but into oft-repeated 
sins of a less gross kind, but which stain the 
soul and war against its peace. But you are in 
this wilderness with Jesus, and He Who gave 
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you that first great pardon, gives you constant 
forgiveness for oft-repeated sins. Day by day 
does He continue that mystic rite of old in 
which He washed His disciples' Feet. It is 
not a cleansing that is tied to any sacramental 
means, though Absolution ever and anon con- 
firms the pardon. The cleansing of the soul 
needs not to be postponed until the next oppor- 
tunity for confessing, nor your next approach to 
the Altar of God. The Precious Blood is ever 
acting on those who abide with Christ in peni- 
tence and faith; for it is the one blessing of 
contrition to find in Him, moment by moment, 
the forgiveness of the sins of daily life. Mo- 
ment by moment, as the Tempter tempts, does 
the Precious Blood maintain the purity of the 
soul, and so is it cleansed by the grace of God. 
" If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, 
the Blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleaitseth 
us from all sin." As we go on in the path of 
obedience, lifting our eyes in contrition to 
Jesus, it can be said of us, as it was said of old, 
"As they went they were cleansed." Hence 
" there is now no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus." (Rom. viii. 1.) 

Thus, then, in the presence of Jesus is your. 
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fatigue conquered, because your needs are met. 
Are you wearied because of the constant strain 
of your spiritual life ? Then relax that strain 
for a time, and sit down at Jesus' Feet, and 
rest awhile. Are you fatigued because of your 
sense of weakness? Beinember that God knows 
it better far than you do, and that " like as a 
Father pitieth His children, even so is the 
Lord merciful unto them that fear Him. He 
knoweth whereof we are made ; He remembers 
that we are but dust." (Ps. ciii. 13, 14.) There- 
fore " hope thou in God." Are you cast down 
because you fall so frequently ? Then if as 
you sin you live moment by moment, " looking 
unto Jesus" in simple faith, He will assuredly 
cleanse and save you. There is no escape from 
this fact, that you have no room for despair 
when you are with Jesus in Temptation. 
United with Him, " out of weakness you shall 
be made strong," and through His grace you 
can now make your own the promise — "My 
Presence shall go with thee, and I will give 
thee rest." 

III. But how dare I thus to lean on the Arm 
of the Beloved ? He is so high and lifted up, 
and I but a worm of the earth ! He is so daz- 
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zling in the Beauty of His Sinlessness — I so 
foul through my uncleanness! Draw near, 
then, to Jesus Christ, and gaze on certain 
features of His character, and you will learn 
as you contemplate Him how you can dare, 
sinner as you are, to trust yourself wholly to 
Him in temptation. There is nothing repel- 
ling in the presence of Jesus, if you only know 
Him as He is; but there is everything to 
attract you, and to make you glad with the 
repose of trust. 

The first feature on which I would bid you 
gaze is the Sympathy of Jesus, and especially 
His Sympathy for you as one living the life of 
temptation. It is to this that the Apostle turns 
our attention in the words of our text. There 
he bids us think of our Great High Priest in 
Heaven as of One " touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities ; "Who was in all points tempted 
like as we are." And yet again, in an earlier 
chapter, is the same thought presented to us 
when he says, that " in that He Himself hath 
suffered being tempted, He is able to succour 
them that are tempted." (Heb. ii. 18.) This 
thought of the Sympathy of Jesus is indeed a 
marvellous thought; but it arises of necessity 
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from the reality of His Incarnation, and of the 
essential agreement of His Human life with 
the lives of the sons of men, sin only excepted. 
In the Incarnation the Eternal Son celebrated 
a marriage in His own Person between the 
human and the Divine by "taking manhood 
into God." Thus the Son of God calls Mary 
His Mother, and becomes one of those born of 
woman. " The Word was made flesh," and so 
He bridges over that distance which separates 
God from you and me. How vast that distance 
is ! He is in Heaven, we are on earth ; He is 
the Sinless, we are sinners ; He is the Strong 
One, we are the weak. But He passed to earth 
for us, that we might be raised to Heaven. He 
became weak for us, that we might become 
strong in Him. He became " sin for us, that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him." Hence arises His Sympathy for us, 
because He is One of our race. He Who is 
now, clothed with our Humanity, enthroned in 
Heaven, was once the Babe of Bethlehem, the 
Boy of Nazareth, the Mechanic of a Galilean 
village. He was once the Teacher of Galilee, 
the agonising One in Gethsemane, the Crucified 
of Calvary. Strive, then, to grasp this thought, 
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that thy Lord God, Jesus Christ, has descended 
into the very depths of humanity, and that, ere 
He exalted that assumed nature to the Throne 
of God, He lived a human life in the power 
of which His Sympathy reaches unto men. 

But the great attractive feature in this 
Sympathy of Jesus for you who are in the 
Wilderness of Temptation is this, that in an 
especial sense Jesus sympathises with you as 
those who are tempted. He is " touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities; for He was in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin." His sympathy with you, then, in temp- 
tation is grounded on the fact, that He was 
tempted just as you are ; hence you may with 
confidence in your time of trial lean on His 
upholding Arm. 

We cannot, however, pass over in this sum- 
mary way the fact that Jesus was "tempted 
like as we are." That He was tempted as well 
as we is, perhaps, recognised ; but that His 
temptations were like ours is not so clearly 
seen. We are only too ready to imagine that 
His temptations were of a special nature, not 
those that are " common to man." That there 
were special features in His Temptations I 
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admit — that in their subtle and intense power 
they were different from ours is certain ; but 
they appealed to the same passions to which 
ours appeal — they were suggested by the like 
circumstances to those in which temptation 
assails us. His temptations were the assaults of 
the Evil One on that human nature which we 
share with Him. In one great respect alone is 
His temptation in contrast with ours ; for 
whilst in us is original sin, whereby we are 
inclined to evil, in Him there was no sin, and 
therefore no disorganisation of being. 

Let us, then, see how in His life Jesus met 
the temptations which you are called on to 
meet now. Home is to you, it may be, often a 
place of great and tempting trial. There every- 
thing seems to be against you as you try to 
live for God. Your motives are misrepresented, 
your actions are misjudged, your falls are ex- 
aggerated and sneered at. The passion of your 
life, which is the Love of God in His Church, 
is a never-failing cause of ridicule. Your re- 
ligion provokes an antagonism, which seeks 
not to be concealed, and you learn how true 
it is that "a man's foes are they of his own 
household." They who should aid you most 
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with sympathy and kindness are they who are 
the great hindrances in your path ; for they 
believe not, in any real sense of the word, in 
Jesus Christ. Very crushing indeed is this 
temptation, and many an one beneath its power 
forsakes Christ. But here the Sympathy of 
Jesus will help ; for He was " tempted like as 
we are." Neither did "His Brethren believe 
on Him." He knows thy sorrows then, and 
as thy heart is grieved on earth the Sacred 
Heart in Heaven feels for thee. He knows the 
power of thy temptation; for He was tempted 
in this as thou art. fly, then, with all con- 
fidence to His Sympathy, and be with Jesus 
in temptation ! 

Unjust accusation and misrepresentation 
in the world is, perhaps, the great temptation 
that tries you. Your moral character is unjustly 
questioned, and, as false charges are circulated, 
people look on you with a suspicious eye. 
Your inconsistencies (and who is wholly free 
from them?) are exaggerated into sins. Your 
very efforts to advance God's cause and the 
good of man win disapproval where you ex- 
pected sympathy, and bitter opposition where 
you looked for support. Thus your life is 



192 WITH JESUS IN TEMPTA TION. [leciv 

made a burden to you because you seek to live 
for God, and your wail is, " I am a worm, and 
no man ; a veiy scorn of men, and the outcast 
of the people." Think, then, of Jesus tempted 
as you are. Is your moral character questioned ? 
So was His, of Whom they said, "Behold a 
gluttonous man and a wine-bibber." Are your 
efforts for good maligned? So were His, of 
Whom it was said, "He casteth out devils by 
Beelzebub." Are you wearied because your 
efforts fail to win gratitude ? Eemember Him 
Who, in the hour of His Passion, was crucified 
by those for whom He had spent His Life. 
Fly, then, to the sympathy of Him Who knows 
the power of the world's attack, and be with 
Jesus in temptation. 

Or your temptation may be of quite a 
different nature. You are not exposed to 
temptation in your home, for there is all 
sympathy and aid. You do not care for the 
ridicule or opposition of the world, because you 
rate them at their real value. Your especial 
temptation is found in your intercourse with 
God, when you go into your closet to speak to 
Him in prayer. You want to pray; all day 
long you have yearned for the return of the 
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hour of prayer ; but when it comes at eventide, 
and you kneel down to pray, you cannot. Your 
heart seems hardened, and your mouth is dumb. 
Then you try to think of what you desired to 
ask, but your thoughts refuse to yield obedience 
to your will, and you cannot collect them. 
God seems far off; you are wounded in spirit, 
and then it is hard indeed to resist the tempter 
when he comes. Nor is it only in private 
prayer that you are, perhaps, thus tried. You 
go to the Blessed Sacrament, and, as the 
thoughts still wander, and the heart is cold and 
dead, you hesitate to communicate. But by an 
effort you draw nigh and receive ; and there is 
no sensible conscientiousness of His Presence, 
no sweetness, light, or felt power in it for you. 
O, how hard is this inner barrenness of soul ! 
How difficult it is to resist the tempter then, 
as he tempts either to yield in despair, or to 
question the goodness and the justice of God ! 
Jesus knows what thy trial is ; for was not He 
for forty days and forty nights in the wilderness 
tempted of the devil? There He hungered 
and suffered as you hunger and suffer now, and 
by His conflict there He teaches us resignation 1 
to the Will of God. Fly, then, to His sym- 

o 
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pathy, if spiritual dryness be thy trial, and be 
with Jesus in temptation. 

Perhaps what fills you with a feeling of 
weariness and despair is, however, the anticipa- 
tion of some great calamity. Death has marked 
for its own some one most dearly loved, or has 
laid its hand on you in some fatal disease. 
Your whole being shrinks back in dread from 
the cup your Father's Hand is stretching out 
to you, and your cry is, I cannot drink this 
cup : Father, spare me ; Father, strengthen me. 
" If it be possible, let this cup pass from me." 
There is nothing sinful in this agonising con- 
flict, if with this cry for deliverance you blend 
the prayer, " Thy will be done." It is indeed 
an agony, but in it Jesu's sympathy will be 
thy consolation and thy strength. He has led 
thee into Gethsemane indeed, but He Himself 
was thy Forerunner there. As thou prayest, 
He prayed ; for as thou sorrowest, He sorrowed, 
only in a degree peculiarly intense. None but 
Jesus can aid thee here ; but fly to Him, and 
tarry in Gethsemane, and watch with Him, and 
there thou shalt be safe ; for thou shalt be with 
Jesus in temptation. 

Death is the last scene of conflict, the last 
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place where the tempter approaches, therefore 
its temptations are often of great power. Then 
darkness comes over the soul, sometimes "a 
hoiTor of great darkness." The dread is felt that 
God has indeed deserted him, and the agony of 
the soul finds expression as he cries, " My God, 
my God, why hast Thou forsaken me ?" But 
remember that you then but make your own 
the prayer of Jesus on His Cross; for the 
temptations that assault men in the dying hour 
were known by Him, " Who was in all points 
tempted like as we are." Cling, then, to Him in 
that dread hour, and soon the darkness shall be 
scattered, and God's Light be given back to 
thee. Soon will He take from thee the ago- 
nizing cry, and put into thy lips the prayer of 
peace, "Father, into Thy Hands I commend 
My Spirit." For safety is assured to us in 
every hour of temptation, if we be with Jesus 
there, Who is even now able to save us in temp- 
tation; for "that He Himself hath suffered, 
being tempted." 

Thus on the verity of His Incarnation and 
of His experience of temptation is grounded 
the Sympathy of Jesus for tempted men. His 
sympathy — I say not merely His pity — is ours. 



« 
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Pity and sympathy are widely different feelings. 
Let me trv to illustrate this. 

It is the lot of some of you, to whom God 
has given great abundance of the good things 
of life, to enter, on missions of love, the home3 
of those who need. On every hand in that 
cottage you see the signs of crushing poverty ; 
there is, it may be, even starvation close at 
hand. And in your deepest heart you are 
moved with pity for those who are thus in 
need, and with the hand of love you minister 
to their necessities. But you cannot give them 
sympathy ; for this is the fruit of a like expe- 
rience. By it you place yourself in the position 
of him with whom you sympathise, and it is 
not in your power to know what their feelings 
are whose sad lot wins your pity. But the 
poor can give to the poor that which is more 
powerful to console and strengthen even than 
pity — real, deep sympathy. The generous 
liberality of the poor, whereby they give out 
of their need to aid their suffering brethren, 
springs from this sympathy. They know, by 
bitter experience, what it is — not to the body 
only, but to the mind— to want the common 
necessaries of life, and therefore, at the cost 
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of self-sacrifice, they give with no niggard 
hand. 

Take another instance. You are called, either 
by duty or charity, to go to some home of 
sorrow. There sits a mother weeping, like the 
mothers of Bethlehem, for her child, and refus- 
ing to be comforted, because he is not. Pity 
her ! ah, indeed you do. Who could withhold 
pity from such an one ? And in its power you 
sit beside the mother, and your tears mingle 
with hers, " as you weep with her that weeps." 
Yet you cannot sympathise with her, for you 
never lost a child. But if it has been your 
lot to know this sorrow before ; if God lias 
sent the Angel of Death into your house, and 
carried to Paradise some little one you loved, 
then you can give sympathy. Then you would 
be able to put yourself in that sorrowing 
mother s place, and would be wise to comfort 
and support, as you gave her that which a 
common experience had taught you to be most 
fitting. Others might blame this giving way 
to sorrow ; you would give more kindly judg^ 
ment. Others might upbraid for weakness and 
ingratitude ; you would assure her of tenderest 
compassion ; for you would feel your own grief, 
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as it were, renewed in the grief of that mother 
for her child. 

Jesus gives to tempted men this gift of His 
Sympathy; for "He is touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities." Our temptations, as we 
have seen, He has experienced; our sorrows 
in temptation He has suffered. Hence arises 
His Tenderness; for who so tender with the 
fallen as He ? Hence arises His Long Suffering ; 
for who so patiently waits for the sinners 
return as He? Hence comes His wondrous 
Self-sacrifice; for who so earnestly yearns for 
the sinner's deliverance as He ? 

" In every pang that rends the heart 
The Man of Sorrows had a part ; 
Touched with the feelings of our grief, 
He to the sufferer sends relief." 

yield to the attraction of His Sympathy, and 
in every time of fatigue, of weakness, and of 
failure, fly with all confidence to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus ! Enter into the Eock ; for in 
Him Who is the Eock of Ages you shall find, 
as you can in no other, a sympathy which is 
deep, tender, and abiding. Others may turn 
from you : He will never turn; for He knows 
the power and the agony of temptation. Ever 
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in thy falls He feels for thee ; and if He chides, 
it is with that chiding of love which leads to 
amendment. He will not, does not judge thee 
hardly ; " for He remembers that thou art but 
dust." 

" There is no place where earth's sorrows 
Are more felt than up in Heaven ; 
There is no place where earth's failings 
Have such Madly judgment given. 

" Pining souls, come nearer Jesus ! 
And O come not doubting thus ! 
But with faith that trusts more bravely 
His huge tenderness for us." 

Think, then, of this Sympathy, and so dare to 
unite yourself with Him by faith, and be with 
Jesus in temptation. 

One other feature in our Blessed Master will 
aid us in our life of temptation by attracting 
U3 to Him. I refer to His Power to aid us. 
" Let us come boldly unto the Throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need." This thought it is 
necessary we should ever bear about with us, 
as well as that of His Sympathy. The Sympathy 
of Jesus assures you of His willingness to 
save; but this is not sufficient. There is a 
limit to the power of sympathy; it can console, 
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but it cannot always deliver. You see some 
one suffering under conviction of sin. The 
agony he suffers is one with which you can 
sympathise; for you have known it yourself. 
But you cannot give him peace. Nothing but 
the revelation of Jesus to the soul in the power 
of the Holy Spirit can do this. But Jesus, 
Who is "tender in sympathy," is "mighty to 
save." We saw before, that if you are to be 
saved in this life of temptation, you must be 
delivered from that weariness which comes 
from weakness, and from the consciousness of 
sin. He is revealed to us by the Apostle as One 
Who, as our great High Priest, has passed into 
the Heavens, there to appear in the presence of 
God for us. There, in His Priestly Office, see 
Him standing as "the one mediator between 
God and man, the Man Christ Jesus." (1 Tim. 
ii 5.) Through Him the sons of the regene- 
ration are presented to God ; through Hira 
God's gifts of pardoning and of strengthening 
grace reach to men. As our great High Priest, 
it is His to pardon and His to feed us with 
truth and grace. And it is in the Strength of 
this Living Saviour that you are to be strong. 
He stands in His Glorious Majesty within the 
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veil as Victor over the foes you meet in the 
life of temptation. He stands in His Priestly 
Ministry to plead for you and me that victory 
of His Life so gloriously consummated in His 
Death. Thus through His Intercession is the 
Crucitied mighty to save; for "He is able to 
save them to the uttermost that come unto God 
by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for them." (Heb. vii. 25.) For through 
that Intercession is the Cross still found to be 
the source of pardon and of strength. Of 
strength, I say, because those gifts of grace 
which flow to us through the Sacraments are 
traced up to that mysterious Wound in Jesu's 
Side. Not to reconcile us to God was the pur- 
pose of this wound; for "we were reconciled 
to God by the Death of His Son." (Eom.v.10.) 
When this wound was inflicted Jesus was 
dead. "When they came to Jesus, and saw 
that He was dead already, they brake not His 
Legs : but one of the soldiers with a spear 
pierced His Side, and forthwith came there out 
blood and water." (S. John xix. 33, 34) The 
purpose of this Wound was to give efficacy to 
those Christian Sacraments whereby His Life 
is communicated to the saving of His Elect. 
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Thus in the Blessed Sacrament, for instance, 
the Blood that then flowed from His Side is 
communicated to us in the power of the Spirit 
which comes to us through His Intercession. 
His communicated Life will make you strong, 
if you but dwell in the Presence of that Living 
Saviour Who in His Death opened His Side to 
be to you the source of strength. 

And as our great High Priest thus, in the 
power of His Intercession, gives you strength 
from the Cross, so, by the same Intercession, 
does He make it the source of Pardon and of 
Peace. What is it that He pleads in Heaven 
but the forgiveness He has won ? Go back in 
thought to the Cross, and gaze on the Person of 
the Crucified, and see the Sin Bearer. Pain and 
death are the shadows that sin has cast upon 
human life. When man was sinless he was 
free from their power ; and in the coming glory 
" there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, 
nor crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain " (Bev. xxi. 4) ; for there shall be no sin 
there. Yet the Sinless Jesus is the Man of 
Sorrows Who died upon the Tree. He is there 
as the Sin Bearer ; in Him, " Behold the Lamb 
of God, Which taketh away the sin of the 
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world." There He made atonement for "the 
sins of the whole world." It is even so — the 
" sins of the whole world ;" therefore He 
atoned for your sin and mine. For what are 
" the sins of the whole world " but the single 
sins of each single one who is in the world ? 
Personally and individually He bore the sins 
of each one of you in His Body to the Tree, 
and there won for you a full forgiveness. He 
stands within the veil and pleads for you, one 
by one, the redemption there wrought out, and 
so is now presenting Himself to God as "the 
Propitiation for our sins." By His Spirit in 
His Church He has brought you, one by one, 
within that sphere where the Precious Blood 
works its miracles of love ; for " baptized into 
Christ," you were justified freely by His grace. 
At your baptism He infused into you those 
three great virtues of faith, hope, and charity, 
whereby you can abide in Him. He acted 
on you by His grace, and led you through 
your surrendered will into the joy of His recog- 
nised Love. In Absolution He is ever showfng 
Himself as mighty to pardon; for in it He 
applies to your soul the forgiveness He won 
upon the Cross, and now pleads in Heaven. 



r 
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My brother, tempted as you are in your 
efforts to follow Christ in obedience, realise 
His power to forgive. Open your eyes, wearied 
and despairing one, and see His Presence with 
you, and learn that you are with Jesus in 
temptation. His sympathy shows Him as 
willing to save, and His might shows Him as 
able to save. Thus in Him all your wants are 
met, if you but cling to Him. Then the day 
shall dawn when you shall "come out of the 
wilderness leaning on the arm of the Beloved." 

I have spoken at this time, as in all these 
Lectures, to those who know what the grace of 
God is. Bear with me, if I speak now to those 
who are conscious in the depths of their being 
that they have never yet yielded themselves 
to God. 0, my brethren, let me plead with 
you not to " neglect this great salvation." You 
know that you are out of harmony with God 
and eternity; you know that discord comes from 
sin. There is a need of forgiveness, is there 
not ? How can you live with it unsought and 
unfound ? Whence comes this calm repose, 
when you know the horror of being called on 
to stand before the Face of God ? I beseech 
you think of this one truth — you, in your in- 
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difference and your sin, are loved by the Living 
God. I tell thee, in His Name, that He has 
redeemed thee, my child, with the Blood of His 
Son. I tell thee that at this moment, as one of 
His Regenerate, Christ pleads for thee before 
God. I promise thee, in His Name, free for- 
giveness, if thou wilt come to Him just as thou 
art. Jesu's Sacred Heart hungers and thirsts 
for thy surrender to His Love. Yield, then, to 
Him as His redeemed, and thou shalt minister 
to Him, 

ye redeemed of the Living God, why are ye 
content to live a life of frivolity, nothing worth ? 
ye redeemed of the Precious Blood, why hug 
ye still the chain that binds you to the slavery 
of sin, when God has redeemed you out of bond- 
age ? God's cry to you living in the world is, 
"What! know ye not that ye are not your own? 
For ye are bought with a price; therefore glorify 
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God's." (1 Cor. vi. 19, 20.) "Arise ye, and 
depart; for this is not your rest." Gather round 
the Living Saviour, that in Him you may learn 
how to live and die. I cannot let you go with- 
out one earnest pleading with you to turn . to 
God. By your remembrance of a sin-stained 



206 WITH JESUS IN TEMPTA TION. 

past, by your dissatisfaction and unrest in the 
present, by your dread of deatli and judgment, 
and, more than all these, by your recognition of 
God's Love for you revealed in Christ, yield to 
His grace. I beseech you, I implore you, if need 
were, on my knees, no longer to pass by the 
Cross of Jesus. Open your hearts to Him here 
and now, and enthrone Him there; and then, 
receiving the passion of loyal love, go forth and 
own Him in your daily life. For you shall 
find in Him rest in weariness, strength in weak- 
ness, pardon for committed sin, and your joy 
shall be the joy of those to whom I have 
specially spoken — that which comes to the soul 
from the recognition of its union with Jesus. 



LECTURE VI. 

THE END OF TEMPTATION. 

S. James i. 12. 

" Blessed is the man that endureth temptation : fur when 
he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the 
Lord hath promised to them that love Him." 

r nHE aim of these Lectures, I doubt not, is 
clear to you. It has been to nourish and 
sustain in those who have passed into the 
Wilderness of Temptation the grace of Hope. 
My own experience has led me to know that 
even among those who believe there is a great 
lack of this virtue — a lack which is clearly to 
be seen in the weakness and the despondency 
of many of Christ's elect. In time of tempta- 
tion this want of Hope is especially dangerous, 
and I desired to be able to point you to solid 
grounds of hope, that you might know for your- 
selves the benediction promised to " the man 
that endureth temptation." This endurance 
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cannot be yours without "the patience of 
hope." 

With this purpose I have pointed out to 
you that there is no room for despondency 
in the fact of temptation, because it is no 
strange thing that happens to you, but it is 
the common experience of the children of God. 
" My son, if thou come to serve the Lord, pre- 
pare thy soul for temptation." Then we passed 
on to analyse temptation itself, as, remem- 
bering the great divisions of our own nature, 
we saw what temptation is, what its objects 
are, and what that is within us to which it 
appeals. Thus, as the plan of battle was 
opened up to us, we were delivered from the 
perplexity of ignorance, and became strong 
in hope for the fight. Then we thought of a 
stronger ground of hope than these, as we 
remembered that God has purposes of love to 
work out in us through the discipline of 
temptation. We also tried to learn what those 
purposes were ; and as w6 saw that great 
Christian virtues were there formed in us by 
His grace, we learnt how true it is that " all 
things work together for good to them that 
love God." Then we considered the wonder- 



▼i.] THE END OF TEMPTATION. 209 

ful helps God has given us, by which we 
can be safe in temptation. Especially we con- 
sidered the importance of this grace of Hope, 
and how strong those grounds of Hope are on 
which the man of God builds. And last of 
all, we found that this was the grandest 
thought of all, and the one most fitted to 
sustain hope — the thought of our Lord's con- 
tinued presence with us, so that we are with 
Jesus in temptation. Remembering the way 
that we have trodden, who can despair ? In the 
dark and dreary day say to thy soul, my child, 
"Why art thou cast down, my soul? and why 
art thou disquieted within me ? Hope in God : 
for I shall yet praise Him, Who is the health of 
my countenance, and my God." (Psa. xliii. 5.) 
"Though I fall, I shall not be cast away; for 
the Lord upholdeth me with His Hand." 

One ground of Hope yet remains to be con- 
sidered — the hope of that future glory which 
awaits Christ's loving children in the Heavenly 
Land. It is upon that "inheritance, incor- 
ruptible and undefiled, that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven" for them, that the "lively 
hope n of those who are united with the 

Eisen Jesus fastens with intense tenacity. 

p 
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The thought of Heaven has ever an attractive 
power to the believing man, and the know- 
ledge of " the glory that awaits him " there is 
a strong motive for endurance in the trials of 
temptation. It is to this we must turn our 
gaze now, as we think of the end of tempta- 
tion. There see revealed the great reward that 
is laid up for us in Heaven. Behold, with the 
eye of faith, that Crown of life which — the 
battle over and the victory won — Christ, with 
His loving Hand, shall place on the head of 
each faithful soldier of the Cross. " Blessed is 
the man that endureth temptation: for when 
he is tried, he shall receive the Crown of Life, 
which the Lord hatii promised to them that 
love Him." 

For the spiritual life is not ever a life of 
temptation. Even here, though it be not 
wholly escaped from, as time rolls on it ceases 
to be, in those who are faithful to God's lead- 
ings, the prominent feature of the spiritual 
life. Beyond it even here is the Life of Medi- 
tation and Contemplation, and of increasing 
oneness with Christ. But, putting this fact 
on one side, in another sense, which is true for 
all, temptation is not the abiding state of the 
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soul. Amidst all its sorrows, you can say that 
its " heaviness may endure for a night, but joy 
cometh in the morning." 

In the most comprehensive view of the 
spiritual life it is seen to fall into two great 
divisions — the life of glorification, and the life 
of justification ; the latter our passing life of 
peace on earth, the former our abiding state of 
glory in Heaven. The one which is but "a 
moment," but the "twinkling of an eye," the 
other which is eternal. Our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, " worketh for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." 
In the hour of temptation we forget to think 
of that eternal glory; our whole attention is 
fixed on that which is transitory. We forget 
the Crown the Master waits to give — we gaze 
only on the fierce temptation which lasts but 
for a day. Hence it is good to bring before 
you now a fact theoretically admitted, but too 
often practically passed by; that is, that the 
abiding state of the soul is not the conflict we 
know here, but the glory and the rest of 
Heaven. 

St. James sketches these two divisions of 
the spiritual life most vividly in the 
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have read as my text. See the Christian here 
being tried in the fiery furnace, and nerving 
himself to endure temptation. Then gaze on 
him again, and see him now, temptation ended, 
owned as victor in the contest, and crowned by 
Jesus' Hand with the Crown of Life. This 
crown, remember, so different from those of 
earth for which the men of the world contend. 
c< They do it to obtain a corruptible crown ; but 
we an incorruptible," even that " crown of glory 
which fadeth not away." Here in temptation is 
the time of conflict; there in Heaven is the 
time of victory. Here in temptation is the 
anxiety of recognised danger ; there in Heaven 
is the time of peace and rest. Here the good 
seed of noble deeds is sown, and watered with 
tears and blood; there the fruits of toil and 
sorrow are enjoyed. 

" Brief life is here our portion, 
Brief sorrow, short-lived care ; 
The life that knows no ending, 
The tearless life, is there." 

" Blessed " then, indeed, " is the man that 
endureth temptation : for when he is tried, he 
shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord 
hath promised to them that love Him." Be it 
ours, then, now to strive to learn something 
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more definite of that great reward which awaits 
him who loves God in the eternal world. 

I. The contemplation of the Heavenly Coun- 
try and its inhabitants will strengthen and 
confirm our Hope. This contemplation is 
possible ; for, lo, " a door is opened in Heaven," 
and a Voice reaches us which says, " Come up 
hither, and I will shew thee things which must 
be hereafter." (Eev. iv. 1.) How great the 
blessing of this revelation of our immortal 
home is it were hard to say, for it were difficult 
to conceive. In days before the Incarnation, 
when the nations sat " in darkness and in the 
shadow of death," men strove with strained 
eye to pierce the cloud that hid Heaven from 
mortal gaze. They strove, but in vain ; for it 
remained hidden until Christ " brought immor- 
tality to light through the gospel." Then a 
great light shone on th,e nations of the earth, 
and they saw Heaven opened through His 
Eevelation given to St. John, and through him 
to His Church. Then He unveiled to men, as 
far as they could receive them, the glories 
of the Heavenly Life and the beauty of the 
Heavenly Countiy. We are not, therefore, left 
to our own imaginations when we seek for 
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knowledge on our future life, because this comes 
to us through that Eevelation which is the 
Word of God. Dazzling, indeed, is the glorious 
sun on which we gaze ; but as our eyes become 
accustomed to its light, the details of that life 
become clearly recognised, and we can antici- 
pate in some degree the glory that awaits us. 

I do not purpose, however, now to do more 
than fix your attention upon one of the many 
details of this revealed life. Jesus has rolled 
back the everlasting gates, and, lo, within I see 
the great Throne of God, on which sits One on 
Whom no eye can gaze, One Who dwelleth in 
the Light that no man can approach unto. In 
the midst of the Throne I see the Crucified 
Son of Mary arrayed in the splendour of His 
Majesty, yet bearing as jewels upon His Sacred 
Person the Five Sacred Wounds. Hail, Holy 
Wounds of Jesus ! hail, ye five Sacred Foun- 
tains of Salvation, from which flowed forth that 
Precious Blood whereby humanity is saved ! 

" Those dear tokens of His Passion 
StiU His dazzling body wears, 
Cause of endless exultation 
To His ransomed worshippers : 

With what rapture 
Gaze we on those glorious scars ! " 
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Behold the Son of Mary, Who was "despised 
and rejected of men," seated by God on the 
Heavenly Throne. 

There circling round Him (for in Heaven as 
on earth, "in the midst of the garden is the 
Tree of Life ") I see " the innumerable company 
of the angels." There, beautiful in the living 
flame of love wherewith they burn but are not 
consumed, I see the glorious Cherubim and 
Seraphim. There I see the seven other choirs 
of the holy angels, in their due gradation, 
standing around the Throne. And I listen 
with entranced ear to those glorious strains in 
which the angels hymn the praises' of God and 
of the Lamb. But nearer even to the Throne 
than they, I see that which in the Heavenly 
Vision chiefly kindles and confirms my hope — 
" a great multitude, that no man can number, 
of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues." Gaze on them, my brother ! and as 
thou gazest listen as we answer the question of 
old — " Who are these ? and whence came they?" 
The answer will be found to be full of hope for 
those who are in the Wilderness of Tempta- 
tion. 

In a previous Lecture I have pointed out to 
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you the fact that the imagery in which this 
vision of the great multitude is clothed is 
borrowed from the Jewish Feast of Taber- 
nacles. I have also noticed that the object of 
this Feast was to commemorate the journeyings 
of the children of Israel to the Holy Land, 
through the great and terrible wilderness. And 
throughout the whole of this course of Lectures 
I have taught you to see in this wilderness 
journey a type of that stage of the spiritual 
life, which we have called the Life of Tempta- 
tion. You cannot but have been struck with 
the striking analogies existing between Israel, 
journeying through the wilderness to Canaan, 
and the Christian pilgrim, travelling through 
the Life of Temptation to the Heavenly Land. 
And as our sorrows are typified in their wilder- 
ness way, so are our Heavenly blessings fore- 
shadowed in those of that land of Canaan, 
" which is the glory of all lands, a land that 
floweth with milk and honey." Thus, then, 
does the Feast of Tabernacles most fittingly 
lend its imagery to the description of the 
Heavenly Life. Passover and Pentecost, Easter 
and Whitsuntide, shall cease to be there ; but 
in the regeneration the Feast of Tabernacles 
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shall still continue. Then "they shall go up 
from year to year to worship the King, the 
Lord of Hosts, and to keep the Feast of Taber- 
nacles." (Zech. xiv. 16.) " From all nations" are 
they to come, saith the prophet. And so it is; 
for they who are there with the great multitude 
have "come out of all nations." They keep 
before God an unending Feast of Tabernacles, 
as they offer their praises and thanksgivings 
to Him Who delivered them in the hour of 
temptation. 

The vision of " the great multitude" in 
Heaven, I have said, will strengthen your 
hope. Your great dread often is that you can 
never find an entrance into the Heavenly Life, 
either because you think that you will be 
unworthy to be admitted there, or because you 
fear that you can never persevere unto the 
end. 

Now, the first ground which this vision 
affords on which to base your hopes of glory 
is the number of those who are before the 
Throne of God and of the Lamb — "a great 
multitude which no man can number." " Lord, 
are there few that be saved?" is a question 
often asked. Sometimes it is asked in a spirit 
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of idle curiosity, as it seems to have been 
when it was put to our Blessed Lord. To such 
a spirit He will not minister, and His answer 
to such ever is^Strive ye to enter in at the 
strait gate, that ye be not excluded ; for whether 
they who are there are many or few, of this be 
certain, that " many shall seek to enter in, and 
shall not be able." But it is often asked in a 
spirit of intense anxiety, and gives expression 
to a dread which causes many to despair. To 
such, an answer will be surely given by Him 
Who makes the path of His servants straight ; 
and after long waiting it comes in the words 
on which we are now reflecting. In them we 
are assured that they who receive the Crown 
of Life are "a great multitude which no man 
can number." This faot in itself is surely a 
strong ground of hope. If there were but few 
who were saved, whose heart would not fail 
him ? Who could then dare to take home this 
conviction to his heart, that there was a place 
in Heaven for him ? But when it is not few 
that are saved, but "a great multitude which 
no man can number," who can despair of 
Heaven? Each one says, "There is room for 
me." Heaven is prepared for many. 
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" Lord, I believe Thou hast prepared, 
Unworthy though I be, 
For me a Blood-bought, free reward, 
A golden Harp for me." 



Be not discouraged, then, at the thought of 
the fewness of the saved; for whilst in one 
sense they are few, in another they are many. 
They are few when we remember the vast 
multitudes who are not conquered by God's 
grace, but they are many in comparison with 
what men often say. We must not think of 
the entrance into Heaven as wider than God 
has revealed it, but we must not think of it 
as narrower. Heaven's door is open to every 
believing sinner; for the Church's song even 
here to Jesus is, "When Thou hadst overcome 
the sharpness of Death, Thou didst open the 
Kingdom of Heaven to all believers!' The 
poorest, weakest Christian, then, who can cry, 
"Lord, I believe; help Thou mine unbelief," 
shall not be driven back from the gate of 
Heaven. 

" For the Love of God is broader 

Than the measures of man's mind, 
And the Heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 



xt 
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" But we make His Love too narrow 
By false limits of our own, 
And we magnify His strictness 
With a zeal He will not own." 



" A great multitude which no man can number." 
let us thank our God for this blessed vision, 
so full of consolation and of hope ! For thus 
in the true seed of Abraham, which are the 
children of faith, is fulfilled that old promise, 
Look now toward Heaven, and tell the stars, 
if thou be able to number them : and God said 
unto Abraham, So shall thy seed be." (Gen. 
xv. 5.) 

I not only see a glorious vision as I gaze 
through the Door opened in Heaven, I hear 
also the voices of those who " cry with a loud 
voice." "The noise of them that sing do I 
hear." (Exod. xxxii. 18.) Their song of glad 
thanksgiving is also a message to us here in the 
wilderness; for they who sing the song have 
met the two great trials we meet to-day. Nay, 
more, they met them in the same wilderness 
through which we are toiling now. They went 
through fire and water; but God "brought them 
out into a wealthy place," and now "in His 
House" above they " pay Him their vows which 
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they promised with their lips, and spake with 
their mouths, when they were in trouble." (Ps. 
lxvi. 11, 12.) The perils of the fire and the 
water they met encompass us now ; for the fire 
of external opposition and the water of inward 
anguish we must all pass through. 

Sometimes the fire burns fiercely. The world 
punishes us for our refusal to conform to its 
customs and its laws — for our refusal to fall 
down and worship the golden image which its 
leaders have set up. The hatred of the world to 
the Church is an ever-abiding hatred, and one 
which constantly breaks out in the persecution 
of Christian men. The form in which this 
hatred breathes itself forth varies under differ- 
ent conditions of life; but the spirit is ever 
there. Loyalty to the claims of Jesus to guide 
the life by Christian morality, and to command 
the obedience of the intellect to the Christian 
faith, provokes hatred to-day as much as it 
ever did. See this spirit in the intense dogma- 
tism of the attacks made on Christian truth by 
those who, with a strange inconsistency, oppose 
it because dogma, forsooth, is supposed to be 
antagonistic to liberty of thought What is it 
but the dogmatism of hatred to Christ? See 
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this spirit in the tone of contempt wherewith 
the belief of the Christian Church is spoken 
of, as though, forsooth, the historic creed of 
Christendom, the great moulding power of the 
nineteen most glorious centuries of the world's 
history, were a matter for contempt ! But the 
sneering tone of this contempt betrays its root, 
which is not that of assured conviction, but of 
bitter anger. See this spirit again in the 
sustained persecution for the faith which the 
Christian is often called on to brave in the 
home, the shop, the office, or the school. God 
alone knows when this passion will become 
incapable of restraint, and when the Church 
shall need her martyrs again. But prophecy 
leads us to expect that rationalism, the advo- 
cate of " liberty " of thought, shall, as the end 
draws near, slay the faithful of the Lord, and 
there is much in its present tone to lead us to 
see the development of the persecuting spirit 
of Antichrist. 

You are called on to suffer for God ; for " all 
that will live godly in Christ Jesus must suffer 
persecution." Often the mere anticipation of 
it fills you with dread, and when its power is 
felt " the iron enters into your soul." Can you 
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be victorious? Look at the great multitude, 
and your doubt vanishes. I see many a 
martyr and many a confessor in those glorious 
ranks. S. Stephen, the proto-martyr, is there. 
Nearly every member of the Apostolic College 
is there in the ranks of the noble Army of 
Martyrs. The old man S. Polycarp, and the 
young maiden S. Agnes, are there. The young 
man S. Alban, and the child S. Pancras, are 
there. All of these, and a countless multitude 
besides, take their places in the ranks of "those 
who were slain for Jesus." Victors in the fight, 
they wave the palm branch of victory, and sing 
songs of joyful praise to Him through Whom 
they conquered in the fight. Yes, they had to 
fight their way to Heaven, many of them in 
most literal reality, through the fire of perse- 
cution. But now I hear them — contrasting 
their passing sorrow with their abiding honour 
and satisfaction — cry, as with one consenting 
voice, " Blessed is the man that endureth temp- 
tation : for when he is tried, he shall receive 
the Crown of Life, which the Lord has promised 
to them that love Him." 

Think you that the martyrs there do aught 
but rejoice in their sorrows ? Their martyrdom 
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in time is their glory in eternity. For them, 
indeed, "their affliction, which was but for a 
moment, has worked out a far more exceed- 
ing and an eternal weight of glory." On some 
village green I see to-day sitting an aged sailor, 
'Tis eventide, and men gather round him, and 
even the boys cease their play to listen to his 
tale. He tells them how once he trembled for 
his life in a storm at sea, and as he tells it the 
remembrance of that agonising hour returns 
vividly to his mind. Then, when the winds 
blew that lifted up the ocean's stormy waves — 
then, as the floods descended from the lowering 
sky — then, as the ship was powerless to face 
the storm, he seemed to be near to eternity, and 
his spirit felt the anguish of approaching death. 
But that which was then a cause of anguish 
is now to him the source of pride and joy. 
His sorrow has become his joy. So is it with 
the redeemed in Heaven. Every tear is precious 
there; every sorrow is treasured there; every 
blow is stored up there in the loving memories 
of the redeemed. And they one and all give 
you, my brother, a solid ground of hope of 
glory in the midst of your sufferings for Christ. 
They remind you that temptation is the road to 
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beatitude. " Blessed is the man that endureth 
temptation : for when he is tried, he shall 
receive the Crown of Life, which the Lord hath 
promised to them that love Him." Eemember, 
no temptation no crown. Wouldst thou, then, 
be without temptation ? Nay, my brother ; go 
boldly forward. Welcome the conflict ; for there 
the Crown of Life is won. Welcome the passing 
sorrow; for through it you shall reach to the 
unending joy. 

It may be, however, that you are not now 
called on, in any great degree, to suffer per- 
secution for the Cross of Christ. Your life is 
an isolated or a sheltered one. You are called 
but to look on in inactivity while the Church 
of Christ is oppressed, her holy faith and 
worship, so dear to you, maligned, and her 
best and noblest sons rejected and persecuted, 
as they seek to cast them out of the vine- 
yard. Dwelling alone, your trial comes from 
internal anguish rather than from external 
danger. "Can I overcome here?" you say. 
"Oh, that action were my lot! Then could 
I persevere; but this helpless inactivity all 
but masters me, as 'the sword goes through 
my soul.' " I would not under-estimate the 

Q 
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peculiar power of this temptation to many a 
Christian soul ; but it can be overcome. Think 
of S. Monica, and see how nobly she bore 
herself under the trial, and how glorious, even 
here, was her reward in the evening of her life ! 
Think of one greater than S. Monica — Mary, 
the Mother of God ! She knows the power of 
this intense sorrow. She knows how bitter is 
the moment when her children stand, as it were, 
with her at the Foot of the Cross ; for at that 
time when " there stood at the Cross of Jesus 
His Mother," " the sword" of which old Simeon 
spake " went through her soul also." 

" At the Cross, her station keeping, 

Stood the mournful Mother weeping, 

Where He hung, the dying Lord ; 

For her soul, of joy bereaved, 

Bowed with anguish, deeply grieved, 

Felt the sharp and piercing sword. 

" Oh, how sad and sore distressed 
Now was she, that Mother blessed 

Of the sole-begotten One ! 
Deep the woe of her affliction, 
When she saw the Crucifixion 

Of her ever-glorious Son. 

"Who, on Christ's dear Mother gazing, 
Pierced by anguish so amazing, 
Born of woman, would not weep P 
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Who, on Christ's dear Mother thinking, 
Such a cup of sorrow drinking, 
Would not share her sorrows deep ? " 

S. Mary is not alone in these sorrows ; she 
is the representative of very many who have 
borne their sorrow in obscurity and silence, 
with a heart nigh to breaking. But as their 
voices reach us from th'e Heavenly Land, do they 
not cheer us with words of hope ? I hear them 
cry to us — " Blessed is the man that endureth 
temptation : for when he is tried, he shall re- 
ceive the Crown of Life, which the Lord hath 
promised to them that love Him." And, rising 
even above their words of hope, I hear the 
Voice of Jesus bidding us to be hopeful in 
sorrow as He says, "Ye shall be sorrowful; 
but your sorrow shall be turned into joy." 

listen to this promise ! It is not that your 
sorrow shall be taken away, and joy given you 
in its place ; but your sorrow shall be that which 
becomes your joy — it shall be the water which 
shall be turned into wine. Here Jesus is ever 
manifesting forth His glory, as in the Marriage 
Feast of Cana of old. The soul must be filled 
with its sorrow, as the water-pots were filled 
with water ; and, as then so now, it is filled up 
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to the brim, and overflows as " rivers of water 
run down" over the tear-stained face of the 
sorrowing Christian. But then Jesus shall 
come, and in the joy of His appearing the 
water of sorrow shall be changed into the wine 
of joy. " Ye now therefore have sorrow ; but 
I will see you again, and your heart shall 
rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you." 
" Your sorrow shall be turned into joy." It is 
the raw material, as it were, of which your 
crown shall be made. How truly is this seen 
to be a great law of the Kingdom of God I 
Look at the Cross of Jesus — was it not to Him 
His Sorrow ? " Behold, and see if there be any 
Sorrow like unto My Sorrow." think of 
His Broken Heart, and learn how crushing that 
Sorrow was ! Look at the Cross to-day, and is 
it not His glory and His joy ? It is to-day His 
Throne of Mercy and of power, and from it He 
Who reigns upon the Tree is owned as King 
and Priest and Prophet " from the rising to the 
setting of the sun" — aye, and beyond its limits ; 
for He is King of Paradise and of Heaven. 
Look again at the sorrowing Mother of Jesus. 
How intense a sorrow was His Cross to her, 
as she saw outstretched on it the Body of her 
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Son ! But is not the Cross the Mother's joy 
to-day ? She rejoices, as one saved by it, in its 
great salvation ; she triumphs in the glories of 
that Empire of Jesus which has been reared in 
the power of His Cross. Verily, in Jesus and 
in Mary their " sorrow has been changed into 
their joy." 

So shall it be with us, if we but endure unto 
the end. " To him that overcometh will I give 
to sit with Me upon My Throne." That which 
to-day bows you to the earth with sorrow shall 
then fill you with unending joy. You " shall 
see of the travail of your soul, and be satisfied." 
This, then, is the second ground of hope for us 
in temptation — the knowledge that they who 
are with Christ have travelled to their joys 
along that way of sorrows over which we travel 
now. I am nerved to endurance as I remember, 
not only that they were victors in the conflict, 
but also that their sorrow has become their joy. 

Again, the contemplation of this great mul- 
titude, who have passed safely through the 
Wilderness of Temptation, will give us another 
ground of hope. We are struck with the fact, 
that here is seen what Lacordaire calls " unity 
in plurality." The distinctive features of each 
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life are maintained; but they who are thus 
distinct are seen as brought together in the one 
great relation of a marvellous unity. How 
diverse are they who are there! There rich 
and poor meet together. There the Jew and 
the Gentile call upon their common Father. 
There are the pure and the holy, like S. Agnes, 
and there the woman who was a sinner. There 
the penitent thief joins in the worship of Jesus 
with S. John. " Out of all nations, and kin- 
dreds, and people, and tongues." Thus do they 
differ, but they are in unity. Two great facts, 
common to them all, unite them to each other 
in that blessed Home. All of them have washed 
their robes in the Blood of the Lamb, and all 
of them have come out of great tribulation. 
All have passed through the Eed Sea, and have 
travelled through the Wilderness of Temptation 
ere they reached " the land of which God had 
said, I will give it thee." And because they 
are pardoned through the Precious Blood, be- 
cause they did endure the trials of temptation, 
"therefore are they before the Throne of God, 
and serve Him day and night in His Temple." 
But these marks are not wanting in those to 
whom I especially speak ; for I speak to those 
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whose sins have been forgiven through the 
Sprinkling of the Precious Blood, and who, if 
they have not come out of great tribulation, are 
at least journeying through it now. See, then, 
in these the marks of Christ's Eedeemed, and in 
your present position look at the great multi- 
tude, and from the thought of them learn to 
anticipate with strong hope the glory that awaits 
you. Only let your anticipation have its proper 
moral result, as it sends you back into the Life 
of Temptation, strong to suffer, and resolved to 
act. Cheered by the thought that there is a 
place for you in Heaven — for you are "an 
inheritor of that kingdom" through the grace 
of Holy Baptism — cling to this hope that is 
set before you. Cheered by the songs of the 
redeemed, which assure you that over this 
wilderness way lies the path to unending bliss, 
go bravely on, cleansed in the Precious Blood, 
and strong to endure temptation. Then shall 
the benediction of which S. James speaks be 
yours, when you receive "the Crown of Life, 
which the Lord has promised to them that 
love Him." 

II. Strong, then, are the grounds of hope 
which S. James puts before us when he reminds 
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us, as a ground for Christian endurance, of the 
great prize awaiting those who love God. Its 
strength is clearly recognised when we read it 
in the light of "the great multitude that no 
man can number." But there is another real 
ground of hope when he tells us what this 
time of temptation is, and so opens up to us its 
connection with that future glory. " When he 
is tried " (8o#afto* ycvo/xcvor), that is, when he has 
undergone that test of temptation which all 
Christ's people must endure, then shall he re- 
ceive the Crown. The Life of Temptation, then, 
is the time in which we are tested or put to the 
proof. You know the force of the imagery here 
used: it is borrowed from the way in which 
metals are tried. Thus S. Peter explains it to 
us when he says that the trial of a Christian's 
faith is like the trial of gold when it is tried in 
the fire, 8ta irvpbs 8c 8ofa/za£o/xcVou (1 S. Peter i. 7.) 
There is an allusion to the same testing process 
in the Psalms, where we read that " the words 
of the Lord are pure words ; as silver tried in 
a furnace of earth (8o#a/uiov tq 777), purified seven 
times." (Psalm xii. 6.) For God brings His 
people into temptation, not only that their 
endurance may there manifest their love, but 
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also to purify them in the fire of affliction, as 
silver is purified. He leads us through the 
wilderness, not only to bring us to Heaven, but 
also to make us fit for Heaven. 

It is here, then, that we are purified from the 
dross of earthly weakness, and so become strong 
in the Lord. This strength is imperatively 
demanded by the trials of your life in tempta- 
tion. "Be strong and of a good courage," is 
God's exhortation to you. But there remains 
in all too much of that old nature which is 
timid. The man of weak faith ceases to look 
on Jesus, begins to contemplate the dangers of 
the way, and then, beginning to sink, he cries, 
" Lord, save me ; I perish ! " But in the wilder- 
ness faith grows stronger through the very 
demands that are made on it ; and so unbelief 
is, as it were, destroyed by fire, and faith 
through its trial shines as fine gold. 

I say that, through the demands made on it 
in temptation, the soul is strengthened ; for it is 
with it as with other portions of our nature — 
its strength is developed by exercise. Com- 
pare the man of physical strength with the 
invalid or the student. Why is it that this 
man has this grand physique ? Whence this 
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great muscular power? Is it not because it 
has been developed by sustained physical 
efforts ? No one, who has not so developed 
his physical power, has ever been noted among 
the athletes of the world. Look again at the 
man of great mental powers. Two boys start 
in life possessing equal abilities; and when 
ripened manhood comes, 'one is a leader of 
thought, possessing a master mind, whilst the 
other is lacking in any great power of intel- 
lect. The secret of their difference in mental 
strength, then, is clearly to be seen. One man 
had ability wedded to perseverance, the other 
had ability alone. One man has toiled with 
enduring patience, and day by day his mental 
powers have developed and acquired strength. 
The other has lacked concentration of purpose 
and patient perseverance, and the promise of 
his childhood is unfulfilled. As it is with the 
body and the mind, so is it with the soul ; for 
that grace of faith which is its strength grows 
by the exercise of its powers. First, in weak- 
ness, it puts forth its little strength, and so by 
repeated efforts its power grows, until the weak 
babe in Christ becomes the young man who is 
strong and overcomes the wicked one. And 
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it is to purge away the weakness of unbelief, 
and to make you strong with the strength of 
the full assurance of faith, that God leads you 
into temptation, that so He may fit you for the 
Crown. But there He is with you, ever ready 
to aid, that " the righteous may hold on his 
way, and that he that hath clean hands may 
be stronger and stronger." (Job xvii. 9.) 

There is other dross, however, than that of un- 
belief which is here destroyed. In the special 
meaning of the term, it is in our life of temp- 
tation that we become pure, as we are " purified 
seven times." The Christian idea of purity is 
singleness of mind and purpose — simplicity, as 
it is termed : " Be ye harmless as doves." In 
them in whom simplicity is a leading character- 
istic, the gold is without alloy. It is this sim- 
plicity of character which the natural man so 
lacks, with his mixed motives, his tortuous con- 
duct, and his selfish affections. And who shall 
say that those who live for God are free from 
these ? Nay, it is not so. How much of the 
alloy of self is still mixed with the gold of 
grace ! Our dear Lord sees it all, and leads us 
into that fiery furnace of temptation where 
He purifies to Himself e&ch of His Elect. 
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They together form His Bride, and her He 
would have to be glorious within, " without 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing." 

Why it is that God purifies us by suffering 
I know not, but that He does so Scripture 
and experience alike testify. The mystery of 
Christ's Passion unveils to us the cardinal law 
that God wills to make His people "perfect 
through suffering." How wonderfully do we 
sometimes see this great purpose attained ! 
You see one to-day loving God, and toiling 
for Him with diligence and fervour, but with 
strange inconsistencies in character, of which 
he is all unconscious. Pride still rules the 
will, although it feeds itself with the things 
of God. You see him not again, it may be, 
for years, but when you meet once more you 
are struck with his humility, his self-restraint, 
and his beautiful tenderness. You seek to 
know the secret of this change, and he tells 
you that it was in the school of affliction 
that the new character was formed. "Behold, 
happy is the man whom God correcteth ; there- 
fore despise not thou the chastening of the 
Almighty." (Job v. 17.) "His loving Correc- 
tion shall make thee great." Yes, it is the 
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correction of Love ; for God leads you into the 
wilderness to purify your character, and there 
by His discipline He casts away the dross of 
pride, and makes you pure with Christian 
simplicity. 

It is in this furnace of affliction also that 
God makes us to become pliable in His Hand 
through the discipline of the will. The metal, 
when it is cast into the furnace, is not only 
mixed with dross, it is also lacking in pliancy. 
There in the furnace, by the power of the fire, 
it melts into a liquid stream, so that it takes 
its predestined shape as it runs into the mould 
assigned to it. There, re-made, it hardens again, 
and the will of the goldsmith finds abiding ex- 
pression. So is it with us, beloved ; self-will is 
strong within us when God's grace reduces us 
to His service. We do not know the grandeur 
of obedience before our will is really blended 
with the Will of God. Full of our purposes, to 
which our fancied wisdom lends light, and our 
undisciplined fervour gives strength, we fail to 
wait on God, and ask, " Lord, what wilt Thou 
have me to do?" Thus the ideal of the 
Christian Life is altogether missed, because it 
is not even recognised ; for as yet we have not 
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learnt to say, " Behold, to obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. ,, 

We have not learnt that Christian Life is 
not necessarily the making of great sacrifices, 
or the doing of great actions, but simple obe- 
dience to the Will of God for us as revealed 
in the surroundings of the daily life. To lie 
with implicit resignation in His Hands, content 
to be little or great as He wills, simply be- 
cause He wills it, is the great law of Christian 
Living. But this is learnt chiefly in the school 
of disappointment 'and sorrow. Hence it is 
that our dreams of life are never realised, our 
dearest projects slip from our grasp, our living 
hopes are slain, and so our self-love is wounded. 
With intense power the Holy Ghost acts upon 
the unsubdued will, until it is melted down 
into resignation, and becomes as pliable in His 
Hands as is the molten gold when it flows from 
the furnace. 

Thus, then, again are there fresh grounds of 
hope for you in the Wilderness of Temptation. 
Not only is God conducting you through it to 
the joys beyond, but He is in His great love 
even now fitting you for His Presence and His 
Embrace — developing the faith in which you 
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are strong, forming the simplicity which is your 
purity, and making you to be ever more and 
more conformed to His Will. Patience, then, 
brother; 'tis but a little while, and then the 
purifying trial shall be past, and thine shall be 
the Crown of Life. Amidst its sorrows ever 
say, " He knoweth the way that I take : when 
He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold." 

III. But if these blessings are to be gained 
by you — if hereafter you are to enter into 
the heavenly glory — if here you are to become, 
through the sorrows of temptation, stronger in 
faith, purer in simplicity, more conformed to 
God's Will, you must carry within you through 
it all the grace of endurance. " Blessed is the 
man that endureth temptation : for when he is 
tried, he shall receive the Crown of Life, which 
the Lord hath promised to them that love 
Him." Without this grace final salvation is 
impossible ; for " he that shall endure unto the 
end, the same shall be saved." (S. Matt. xxiv. 
13.) It is for lack of it that the wilderness 
way is strewn with so many who are over- 
thrown. We have seen that temptation, borne 
in a right spirit, develops and strengthens the 
spiritual life. But we must ever remember 
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that, borne in a wrong spirit, it becomes the 
fruitful cause of spiritual weakness and defeat. 
Then beneath its power the whole character 
deteriorates. Borne in a patient and submissive 
spirit, it strengthens our union with God ; but 
borne in a complaining or a desponding spirit, 
it causes a man to become a withered " branch 
of the True Vine, whose end is to be cast into 
the fire, and be burned." If, then, we are to 
be better, and not worse, for the discipline of 
temptation, we need the endurance that comes 
from cleaving to Christ with faith, hope, and 
charity. He who is "stedfast in faith, grounded 
in hope, and rooted in charity," shall possess 
that endurance which shall enable him " so to 
pass the waves of this troublesome world, that 
finally he may come to the land of everlasting 
life, there to reign for ever with Christ and 
with His saints." 

Who among you does not yearn for this 
blessed end to the Life of Temptation ? Who 
is there that, conscious of much sin, does not 
dread that deterioration of character which 
ends in eternal woe ? God grant that none of 
you to whom I speak be "cast into the fire, 
and be burned !" The mere possibility of such 
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an issue to temptation ought to urge you to 
seek with most earnest entreaty the grace of 
Christian endurance. Through it alone is hell 
escaped from ; through it alone is heaven gained ; 
for in its power alone are the difficulties of 
temptation overcome. "Blessed is the man 
that endureth temptation : for when he is tried, 
he shall receive the Crown of Life, which 
the Lord hath promised to them that love 
Him." 

Eealise what this grace of endurance is. It 
is a spirit of dogged determination never to 
give in. It is a spirit which takes voice and 
says — not in the pride of self-reliance, but in 
humble dependence on the promised help of 
God's grace — " Come what may, I will never 
yield to thee," mine enemy ! It is this spirit, 
formed in the soul by God's grace, which is 
never conscious of defeat. In its power, after 
yesterday's defeat, the soldier of Christ returns 
to the conflict of to-day, confident of final vic- 
tory if he do but persevere. He is undaunted 
by repeated checks ; for he knows that to die 
fighting is to die saved. Who shall tell the 
glories of this great grace ? By it Christ's 
elect, " out of weakness being made strong, have 

R 
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waxed valiant in fight, and turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens." (Heb. xi. 34.) 

This grace of endurance will be strengthened 
if we learn two lessons from the refiner's work 
as he purifies the metal in the furnace. In 
the prophets thi3 work is often spoken of as 
typifying the moral purification of men by 
God's chastisements. Thus Zechariah says, " I 
will refine them as silver is refined, and will 
try them as gold is tried: and they shall call 
on My Name, and I will hear them: I will 
say, It is My People : and they shall say, The 
Lord is my God." (xiii. 9.) And, indeed, the 
whole process is an acted parable of the purifi- 
cation of Christ's redeemed. Thus the metal 
is purified, as the Psalmist says, in a furnace of 
earth (xii. 6), or, as an old writer describes it, 
the gold was gathered in earthen crucibles. So 
is our inner being purified as we dwell in our 
mortal flesh; for what is our body but this 
furnace of earth ? As the purifying process is 
carried on "the refiner watches the operation, 
either standing or sitting, with the greatest 
earnestness, until the metal has the appear- 
ance of a highly polished mirror, reflecting 
every object around it : even the refiner, as he 
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looks upon the mass of metal, may see himself 
as in a looking-glass, and thus he can form a 
very correct judgment respecting the purity of 
the metal. When "he is satisfied, the fire is 
withdrawn, and the metal removed from the 
furnace." All this is in prophecy applied to 
Christ, when Malachi says of Him, " He shall 
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and He 
shall purify the sons of Levi." How much 
there is to help us to endurance in all this ! 
See Jesus, as the Eefiner, watching " with the 
greatest earnestness " the purifying of thy soul 
in the furnace of earth. His Hand has lit the 
fire which is now separating the pure metal of 
holiness from the dross of sin in thee. His 
•loving Eye is ever eagerly watching for the 
moment when the purifying work is done. 
Then, without a moment's delay, He withdraws 
the fire, and the purified soul is removed from 
the furnace to be with Him in Paradise, until 
that day comes when it shall be clothed with 
incorruption. See, again, when it is that the 
purification is completed ; it is when the Image 
of Christ is reflected in us, so that He can see 
Himself in us as a mirror. For this reflection of 
His Image implies increasing conformity to it. 
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"Beholding Christ as in a glass, the glory of 
the Lord, we are changed into His Image from 
glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord." 
Thus conformed to the Image of God's dear 
Son, our Lord sees Himself reflected in us, and 
His Holy work of purification is completed. 
When, then, the result is so grand, and the 
Presence of Jesus so near, who can despond ? 
Who is not strong to endure, as seeing Him 
Who is inyisible ? The Vision of Jesus nerved 
S. Stephen for his martyrdom, as he saw 
"Heaven opened and Jesus standing at the 
Eight Hand of God." Eaise your eyes, then, 
amidst the flames, and see the Face of Jesus 
watching you with the tender pity and intense 
interest of His Mighty Love. Then resign, 
yourself to His Wisdom and His Love, "as 
you patiently wait for the salvation of God." 
"When He has tried thee, thou shalt come 
forth as gold ; " and even w r hilst He tries thee, 
ever remember this word of love — "Behold, 
the Eye of the Lord is upon them that fear 
Him, and upon them that put their trust in 
His Mercy, to deliver their soul from death." 
(Psalm xxxiii. 18 19.) 
Live with thine eye fixed in one sustained 
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gaze on the Face of Jesus; and as thou 
readest there His tenderness and wisdom, thou 
wilt be armed against the tempter's appeals. 
Failure is impossible to him who lives looking 
unto Jesus, and clings to Him with the tenacity 
of an assured faith. bear with me as I repeat 
what I have so often repeated ! But believe 
me, your one danger of defeat is in despair. 
Cling to Jesus, and there shall be for you a 
safe exodus from the Wilderness of Temptation, 
and then on your brow will Jesus place the 
Crown of life. 

One other detail of this purifying work we 
must yet notice. In the two methods of re- 
fining most commonly in use of old, it was 
necessary, for the satisfactory carrying out of 
the process, that a current of air should con- 
tinually act on the fused metal. Most generally 
this was done by the refiner, who " blew upon 
it with bellows or other blast." There are 
allusions to this in the prophets. Thus in 
Ezekiel we learn that it is through God's 
breathing on us that His judgments are effec- 
tual. " I will gather you, and blow upon you 
in the fire of My wrath, and ye shall be melted 
in the midst thereof. As silver is melted in the 
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furnace, so shall ye be melted in the midst 
thereof/' (xxii. 21, 22.) Jeremiah, on the 
other hand, shows us how fatal is the absence 
of this Wind of God in His judgments. " The 
bellows are burned, the lead is consumed of 
the fire ; the founder melteth in vain : for the 
wicked are not plucked away. Eefuse silver 
shall men call them, because the Lord hath 
rejected them." (vi. 29, 30.) Let me describe 
the process to you in the words of ,a well- 
known writer on this subject. The alloy mixed 
with lead is put on the fire in an earthen vessel. 
It is placed in the midst of it, and the fused 
metal is blown on. When this is done, nothing 
" but the metals, gold and silver, can resist the 
scorifying influence." But in the case described 
by Jeremiah the metal is not blown on. Now, 
"if we take silver having the impurities in it de- 
scribed here, namely, copper, iron, and tin, and 
mix it with lead, and place it on the fire, it soon 
melts;" but there is no purifying influence. 
The "alloy remains, if anything, worse than 
before. The silver is not refined, because the 
bellows were burned." There existed nothing to 
blow upon it. So it is with us. Affliction does 
not always purify ; the gold, when it is tried in 
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the fire, does not always become separated from 
the dross. Nay, how often do men, under God's 
chastisements, become worse than before ! The 
trial that is to be blest must be trial over which 
" the Wind blows ;" and what is this Wind of 
God but the Holy Ghost? But the Refiner 
blows upon His Eedeemed with His Spirit; 
for the Holy Spirit is the gift of Jesus to them. 
" I will pour out My Spirit," is spoken of Him 
Who is as the Crucified at the Right Hand of 
God. Seek, then, from God this gift of the 
Holy Ghost, but seek it with assured con- 
fidence ; for if you cling to Him in Christ, that 
Spirit's influence shall ever rest on you. The 
Holy Ghost is in you. stir up this blessed 
gift of God ! and thus, strong in the Lord and 
in the power of His Might, you shall be strong 
to endure. " My Spirit remaineth upon you ; 
fear not," is God's cry of encouragement to 
you. With the abiding Presence of the Holy 
Ghost, what can you want more ? One great 
secret of Christian weakness is that God's 
Elect fail to realise, and therefore to put forth, 
the strength that is in them through the in- 
dwelling of the Holy Ghost. Be ye not weak 
in the midst of your strength, but know that, 
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through the continued action on you of the 
Holy Spirit, your passing trial shall result in 
complete conformity to Christ. " When I awake 
up after Thy likeness, I shall be satisfied with 
it." 

Only ever remember, that they who endure, 
as they who are crowned, are the Lovers of 
God. Only they who love Him persevere; 
only they who love Him will know the joys of 
Heaven. No motive of fear, no self-seeking, 
no mere sentimentality, will secure perseverance 
here, or make you able to endure temptation, 
much less shall they win the approval of God. 
Love Him, then, and seek to grow in love. 
Seek it as you ask the Holy Spirit to fill you 
with that love which He sheds abroad in the 
heart. Seek it as with deepest gratitude you 
kneel at the Feet of Him Who loved you, and 
gave Himself for you. There in the recognition 
of His Love shall your love be deepened, and 
so endurance be secured, and the Crown gained. 
"Blessed is the man that endureth temptation : 
for when he is tried, he shall receive the Crown 
of Life, which the Lord hath promised to them 
that love Him." 
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And now I must conclude. I have striven 
to examine this life of Temptation with you, 
that I might cheer the sorrowful with the 
music, and strengthen the weak with the 
strength, of Hope. There is a sad lack of this 
great grace. God grant it be stronger in you 
in the future than it has been in the past. I 
do not wish to lull you to a false security ; for 
Heaven is not gained as yet: you are in the 
Wilderness of Temptation. My yearning is 
rather to nerve you for the conflict, that you 
may in the end be victors in the strife. Go ye 
then again, beloved, into the battle-field to 
fight for God and the Church. But go there 
with a clearer knowledge of Jesus' Love, with 
a firmer conviction of God's loving purposes 
in temptation, and with a renewed determination 
to battle — aye, even to the death — beneath the 
Blood-red Banner of the Cross. So shall our 
meeting here be of real solid benefit to you in 
the Life of Temptation. 

But believe me, if you are to conquer in this 
Life of Temptation, you must go back to the 
battle meaning to conquer, Nothing short of 
such a determination will secure your victory. 
No half-hearted service will do. No mere 
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gazing on the fight from a distance with folded 
arms will gain the promised Crown. No inter- 
mittent efforts will cause you to be owned as a 
faithful soldier of the Cross. "The Kingdom 
of Heaven suffereth violence, and the violent 
take it by force." that there may be kindled 
in you the fire of an intense enthusiasm ! 
Here at the very heart of this great nation's 
life be it yours to be known as the faithful 
soldiers of the Crucified. Brave the sneer that 
meets him whose being is absorbed in the one 
Passion of the love of God and the love of 
souls. Then, when the day of conflict for each 
of us is over, there shall await us (if I, too, be 
but faithful) a reunion in that blessed land 
where the Life of Temptation shall be over; 
for the Life of Glory shall have dawned. May 
He grant us this blessed joy ! May He guide 
us ever with His counsel, and after that receive 
us into glory, for His Name's sake ! Amen. 



ERRATA. 

Page 25, line \,for "to be fitted" read so be fitted. 

39, „ 20, for "follow" read followed. 

48, „ 5, for " even " read ever. 

61, „ 13, for " it forfeited" read it he forfeited. 

83, „ 9, for " paths ; " and " read paths." And. 

127, „ 9, for "then" read their. 

128, „ 1, for " lay" read lie. 
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%vo. z%s. 

The Spirit ofS. Francis de Sa/es, 

Bishop and Prince of Geneva. Translated from the French 
by the Author of "The Life of S. Francis de Sales," "A 
Dominican Artist," &c. &c. 

Crown %vo. 6s. 

Our Mother Church: being Simple 

Talk on High Topics. By Anne Mercier. 

Crown Svo. *]s. 6d. 
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Selection from the Sermons preached 

during the latter Years of his Life, in the Parish Church of Barnes, 
and in the Cathedral of St. Paul's. By Henry Melvill, B. D. , late 
Canon of St. Paul's, and Chaplain in Ordinary to the Queen. 
Two Volumes. Crown %vo. 5-r. each. 

Life, Journals, and Letters of 

Henry Alford, D.D., late Dean of Canterbury. Edited by his 

Widow. 

With Portrait and Illustrations. %vo. ids. 

The Guide to Heaven. A Book of 

Prayers for every Want. (For the Working Classes.) Com- 
piled by a Priest. Edited by the Rev. T. T. Carter, M.A., 
Rector of Clewer, Berks. 

A New Edition. i6mo, uniform in size with " The Treasury 
of Devotion. " is. 

The Large Type Edition maybe had. Crown %vo. is. 6d. t 
or limp cloth, is. 

A Selection from the Spiritual 

Letters of S. Francis de Sales, Bishop and Prince of Geneva. 
Translated by the Author of "The Life of S. Francis de Sales," 
" A Dominican Artist," &c. &c. 

Crcnvn %vo. 6s. 

Fifteen Sermons preached before 

the University of Oxford, between A.D. 1826 and 1843. By 
John Henry Newman, B.D., sometime Fellow of Oriel Col- 
lege, Oxford. 

■New Edition. Crown %vo. $s. 



IlonUon ♦ ®xfrr& * Cambridge 



MKSSRS. Rivington's 



Words to Take with Us. A 

Manual of Daily and Occasional Prayers, for Private and 
Common Use. With Plain Instructions and Counsels on 
Prayer. By W. E. Scudamore, M.A., Rector of Ditching- 
ham, and formerly Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge. 
New Edition, Revised. Small %vo. 2s. 6d. 

The Permanence of Christianity 

Considered in Eight Lectures preached before the University 
of Oxford, in the Year MDCCCLXXII, on the Foundation 
of the late Rev. John Bampton, M.A. By John Richard 
Turner Eaton, M.A., late Fellow and Tutor of Merton 
College, Rector of Lapworth, Warwickshire. 

Svo. [In the Press. 

Dictionary of Sects, Heresies, and 

SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT. By various Writers. Edited 
by the Rev. John Henry Blunt, M.A., F.S.A., Editor of 
the " Dictionary of Doctrinal and Historical Theology." 

{Forming the Second Portion of the " Summary of Theology 
and Ecclesiastical History," which Messrs. Rivington have 
in course of preparation as a " Thesaurus Theologicus " for the 
Clergy and Laity of the Church of England.} 

Imperial Svo. [In the Press. 



The Thirty-nine Articles of the 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND EXPLAINED IN A SERIES 
OF LECTURES. By the Rev. R. W. Jelf, D.D., late 
Canon of Christ Church, Oxford, and sometime Principal of 
King's College, London. Edited by the Rev. J. R. King, 
M.A., Vicar of St. Peter's in the East, Oxford, and formerly 
Fellow and Tutor of Merton College. 

Svo. [In the Press. 
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Voices of Comfort Edited by the 

Rev. Thomas Vincent Fosbery, M.A., Hon. Chaplain to 
the Bishop of Winchester, and sometime Vicar of St. Giles's, 
Reading. 

Small $vo. [In the Press, 

Ecclesiastes. The Authorized Version, 

with a running Commentary and Paraphrase. By the Rev. 
Thos. Pelham Dale, M.A., Rector of St. Vedast with St. 
Michael City of London, and late Fellow of Sidney Sussex 
College, Cambridge. 

%vo. [In the Press. 

Litanies for Congregational Use. 

Edited by the Compiler of " The Treasury of Devotion." 

yimo. [In the Press. 

The Gospel of the Childhood. A 

Practical and Devotional Commentary on the Single Incident 
of our Blessed Lord's Childhood (St. Luke ii. 41, to the end) ; 
designed as a Help to Meditation on the Holy Scriptures, for 
Children and Young Persons. By Edward Meyrick Goul- 
burn, D.D., Dean of Norwich. • 

Square l6mo. [In the Press. 

The Choristers Guide. By W. A. 

Barrett, Mus. Bac. Oxon., of St. Paul's Cathedral, Author of 
" Flowers and Festivals." 

Square \6mo. [Nearly ready. 
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A History of the Holy Eastern 

Church. The Patriarchate of Antioch, to the Middle of the 
Fifth Century. By the Rev. John Mason Neale, D.D., late 
Warden of Sackville College, East Grinsted. Followed by a 
History of the Patriarchs of Antioch, translated from the Greek 
of Constantius I., Patriarch of Constantinople. Edited, with 
an Introduction, by George Williams, B.D., Vicar of Ring- 
wood, late Fellow of King's College, Cambridge. 

%vo. [In the Press. 

The Annotated Book of Common 

Prayer. Being an Historical, Ritual, and Theological Com- 
mentary on the Devotional System of the Church of England. 
Edited by John Henry Blunt, M.A., F.S.A. 

Sixth Edition^ Revised. Imperial %im>. 36J. 

The Hour of Prayer ; being a 

Manual of Devotion for the Use of Families and Schools. 

Crown Svo. [Nearly ready. 

The Last Days of Pere Gratry. 

By Pere Adolphe Perraud, of the Oratory, and Professor of 
La Sorbonne. Translated by special permission. 

Crown Svo. 3J. 6d. 

The Knight of Intercession, and 

other Poems. By the Rev. S. J. Stone, M.A., Pembroke 
College, Oxford. 

Second Edition. Small Svo. 6s. 
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The Argument delivered before 

the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council. By Archibald 
John Stephens, LL.D., one of Her Majesty's Counsel in the 
case of Thomas Byard Sheppard against William Early 
Bennett, Clerk. With an Appendix containing their Lord- 
ships' Judgment. 

%vo. gs. 

Eight Lectures on the Miracles. 

Being the Bampton Lectures for 1865. By J. B. Mozley, 
D.D., Regius Professor of Divinity, and Canon of Christ 
Church, Oxford. 

Third Edition^ Revised. Crown $vo. *js. 6d. 

A Shadow of Dante. Being an 

Essay towards studying Himself, his World, and his Pilgrimage, 
By Maria Francesca Rossetti. 

With Illustrations. Second Edition. Crown $vo. ios.6d. 

A Handy Book on the Rcclesi- 

astical Dilapidations Act, 187 1. With Remarks on the Quali- 
fication and Practice of Diocesan Surveyors. By Edward G. 
B niton, Fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects, 
and Diocesan Surveyor, Oxford. 

Crown %vo. 3s. 6d. 

Sermons on Certain of the Less 

Prominent Facts and References in Sacred Story. By Henry 
Melvill, B.D., late Canon of St. Paul's, and Chaplain in 
Ordinary to the Queen. 

New Edition. Two vols. Crown &vo. $s. each. 
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Aids to Prayer ; or, Thoughts on 

the Practice of Devotion. With forms of Prayer for Private use, 
By Daniel Moore, M.A., Chaplain in Ordinary to the Queen, 
and Vicar of Holy Trinity, Paddington, Author of " Sermons 
on Special Occasions. " 

Second Edition. Square yimo. 2s. 6d. 

Church Organs: their Position 

and Construction. With an Appendix containing some Ac- 
count of the Mediaeval Organ Case still existing at Old Radnor, 
South Wales. By Frederick Heathcote Sutton, M.A., 

Vicar of Theddingworth. 

With Illustrations. Imperial folio. 6s. 6d. 

The Path of Holiness : a First 

Book of Prayers, with the Service of the Holy Communion, for 
the Young. Compiled by a Priest. Edited by the Rev. T. T. 
Carter, M.A., Rector of Clewer, Berks. 

With Illustrations. Crown i6mo, is. 6d 9 or limp cloth, is. 

The Athanasian Origin of the 

Athanasian Creed. By J. S. Brewer, M.A., Preacher at the 
Rolls, and Honorary Fellow of Queen's College, Oxford. 

Crown %vo. y. 6d. 

Historical Narratives. From the 

Russian. By H. C. Romanoff, Author of " Sketches of the 
Rites and Customs of the Greco-Russian Church," &c. 

Crown Svo. 6s. 
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The Way of Life. A Book of 

Prayers and Instruction for the Young at School, with a Pre- 
paration for Confirmation. Compiled by a Priest. Edited by 
the Rev. T. T. Carter, M.A.; Rector of Clewer, Berks. 

Imperial yimo. is. 6d. 

Thoughts on Personal Religion. 

Being a Treatise on the Christian Life in its Two Chief Ele- 
ments, Devotion and Practice. By Edward M eyrie k Goul- 
burn, D.D., Dean of Norwich. 

New Presentation Edition, elegantly printed on Toned Paper, 
Two vols. Small %vo. \os. 6d. 

An Edition in one vol., 6s. 6d. ; also a Cheap Edition, $s. 6d. 

Life in the World : being a Selec- 

tion from Sermons preached at St. Luke's, Berwick Street. By 
the Rev. Harry Jones, M.A., Incumbent of St. Luke's, 
Berwick Street, Soho. 

Second Edition. Small %vo. 5s. 

The Perfect Man; or, Jesus an 

Example of Godly Life, By the Rev. Harry Jones, M.A., 
Incumbent of St. Luke's, Berwick Street.] 

Second Edition. Crown %vo. 34 6d. 

Dictionary of Doctrinal and His- 

torical Theology. By Various Writers. Edited by the Rev. 
John Henry Blunt, M.A., F.S.A., Editor of the "The 
Annotated Book of Common Prayer." * 

Second Edition. Imperial $vo. 42s. 
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The Psalms. Translated from the 

Hebrew. With Notes, chiefly Exegetical. By William Kay, 
D.D., Rector of Great Leighs, late Principal of Bishop's Col- 
lege, Calcutta. 

Svo. 12s. 6d. 

Sermons. By Henry Melvill, 

B.D., late Canon of St. Paul's, and Chaplain in Ordinary to 
the Queen. 

New Edition. Two vols. Crown Svo. $s. each. 

The Origin and Development of 

Religious Belief. By S. Baring-Gould, M.A., Author of 
" Curious Myths of the Middle Ages." 

Vol. I. MONOTHEISM AND POLYTHEISM. 

Second Edition. Svo. 15J. 

Vol. II. CHRISTIANITY. 

Svo. 1 5 J. 

Parish Musings ; or, Devotional 

Poems. By John S. B. Monsell, LL.D., Rural Dean, and 
Rector of St Nicholas, Guildford. 

Fine Edition. Small Svo. $s. 
Cheap Edition, iSmo, limp cloth, is. 6d.; or in cover, is. 

Sermons on Special Occasions. 

By Daniel Moore, M.A., Chaplain in Ordinary to the Queen, 
and Vicar of Holy Trinity, Paddington; Author of "Aids to 
Prayer," &c. 

Crown Svo, *js. 6d. 
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Prayers and Meditations for the 

Holy Communion. With a Preface by C. J. EUicott, D.D., 
Lord Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol. 

With Rubrics in red. Royal yzmo. 2s. 6d. \ 

The Star of Childhood. A First 

Book of Prayers and Instruction for Children. Compiled by a 
Priest. Edited by the Rev. T. T. Carter, M.A., Rector of 
Clewer, Berks. 

With Illustrations reduced from Engravings by Fra Angelico. 

Royal i6mo. 2s. 6d. 

Notes on Church Organs ; their 

Position and the Materials used in their Construction. By C. 
K. K. Bishop. 

With Illustrations. Small 4/0. 6s. 

The Hidden Life of the Soul. 

From the French. By the Author of " A Dominican Artist," 
" Life of Madame Louise de France,'' &c. &c. 

Crown %vo. $s. 

A ncient Hymns. From the Roman 

Breviary. For domestic use every Morning and Evening of 
the Week, and on the Holy Days of the Church. To which are 
added, Original Hymns, principally of Commemoration and 
Thanksgiving for Christ's Holy Ordinances. By Richard 
Mant, D.D., sometime Lord Bishop of Down and Connor. 

New Edition. Small %vo. 5-f. 
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The Two Brothers, and other Poems. 

By Edward Henry Bickerateth, M.A., Vicar of Christ 
Church, Hampstead, and Chaplain to the Bishop of Ripon ; 
Author of " Yesterday, To»day, and for Ever." 

Second Edition. Small $wo. 6s. 

The Life of y testification. A Series 

of Lectures delivered in Substance at All Saints', Margaret 
Street, in Lent, 1870. By the Rev. George Body, B.A., 
Rector of Kirkby Misperton. 

Second Edition. Crown %vo. 4s. 6d. 

The Life of Temptation : A Course 

of Lectures delivered in Substance at S. Peter's, Eaton Square, 
in Lent, 1872; also at All Saints', Margaret Street, in Lent, 
1869. By the Rev. George Body, B.A., Rector of Kirkby 
. Misperton, Yorkshire. 

Crown %vo. [In the Press. 

The " Damnatory Clauses" of the 

Athanasian Creed Rationally Explained, in a Letter to the 
Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, M.P. By the Rev. Malcolm 
MacColl, M.A., Rector of St. George, Botolph Lane. 

Crown 8vo. 6s. 

The Sayings of the Great Forty 

Days, between the Resurrection and Ascension, regarded as the 
Outlines of the Kingdom of God. In Five Discourses. With 
an Examination of Dr. Newman's Theory of Development. 
Bv George Moberly, D.C.L., Bishop of Salisbury. 

Fourth Edition. Crown $wo. Js. 6d. 
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History of the Church under the 

Roman Empire, A.D. 29-476. By the Rev. A. D. Crake, 
B.A., Chaplain of All Saints' School, Bloxham. 

Crown Svo. [In the Press, 

The Pope and the Council. By 

Janus. Authorized Translation from the German. 
Third Edition, Revised, Crown Svo. *js. 6d. 

Letters from Rome on the Council. 

By Quirinus. Reprinted from the " Allgemeine Zeitung. n 
Authorized Translation. 

Crown Svo. 12s. 

Directorium Pastorale. The 

Principles and Practice of Pastoral Work in the Church of 
England. By the Rev. John Henry Blunt, M.A., F.S.A., 
Editor of " The Annotated Book of Common Prayer," &c. &c. 

Third Edition, Revised. Crown Svo. *js. 6d. 



The Pursuit of Holiness. A 

Sequel to " Thoughts on Personal Religion," intended to carry 
the Reader somewhat farther onward in the Spiritual Life. By 
Edward Meyrick Goulburn, D.D., Dean of Norwich. 

Fourth Edition. Small Svo. $s. 
— f _ — . . . 

• Eonftm ♦ Qxfrrtt ♦ <£amfarfrge ♦ 



Messrs. Rivington's 



Apostolical Succession in the 

Church of England. By the Rev. Arthur W. Had dan, B.D., 
Rector of Barton-on-the- Heath, and late Fellow of Trinity 
College, Oxford. 

$V0. 12S. 

The First Book of Common 

Prayer of Edward VI. and the Ordinal of 1549. Together with 
the Order of the Communion, 1548. Reprinted entire, and 
Edited by the Rev. Henry Baskerville Walton, M.A., late 
Fellow and Tutor of Merton College ; with Introduction by the 
Rev. Peter Goldsmith Medd, M.A., Senior Fellow and 
Tutor of University College, Oxford. 

Small %/vo. 6s. 

A llegories and Tales. By the Rev. 

W. E. Heygate, M.A., Rector of Brighstone. 

Crown &vo. [In the Press. 

Twelve Addresses at his Visita- 

tion of the Cathedral and Diocese of Lincoln, in the year 
MDCCCLXxm. By the Bishop of Lincoln. 

Crown %vo. [In the Press. 

Parochial and Plain Sermons. 

By John Henry Newman, B.D., formerly Vicar of St. Mary's, 
Oxford. Edited by the Rev. W. J. Copeland, Rector of 
Farnham, Essex. 

New Edition. Eight vols. Crown %vo. $s. each. 
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Sermons bearing on Subjects of 

the Day. By John Henry Newman, B.D. Edited by the 
Rev. W. J. Copeland, Rector of Farnham, Essex. 

New Edition. Crown %vo. $s. 

Spiritual Guidance. With an In- 
troduction by the Rev. T. T. Carter, M. A., Rector of Clewer, • 
Berks, and Honorary Canon of Christ Church Cathedral, 
Oxford. 

Crown %vo. 6s. 

Self-Renunciation. From the French. 

With Introduction by the Rev. T. T. Carter, M.A., Rector 
of Clewer, Berks. 

Crown Svo. 6s. 

The Divinity of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. Being the Bampton Lectures for 
1866. By Henry Parry Liddon, D.D., D.C.L., Canon of 
St. Paul's, and Ireland Professor of Exegesis in the University 
of Oxford. 

Sixth Edition. Crown Svo. $s. 

Sermons Preached before the 

University of Oxford. By Henry Parry Liddon, D.D., 
D.C.L., Canon of St. Paul's, and Ireland Professor of Exegesis 
in the University of Oxford. 

Fourth Edition. Crown S/z/o. $s. 
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Brighstone Sermons. By George 

Moberly, D.C.L., Bishop of Salisbury. 

Second Edition. Crown %evo. *js. 6d. 

A Manual for the Sick. With 

other Directions. By Launcelot Andre wes, D.D., sometime 
Lord Bishop of Winchester. Edited, with a Preface, by 
Henry Parry Liddon, D.D., D.C.L., Canon of St. Paul's. 

With Portrait. Second Edition. Large type. 2$mo. 2s. (yd. 

The Apocalypse : with Notes and 

Reflections. By the Rev. Isaac Williams, B.D., late Fellow 
of Trinity College, Oxford. 

Crown 8vo. [In the Press, 

The Life of Madame Louise de 

France, Daughter of Louis XV., known also as the Mother 
Terese de S. Augustin. By the Author of "A Dominican 
Artist," "The Life of S. Francis de Sales," &c. 

Crown %vo. 6s. 

Instructions for the Use of Can- 

didates for Holy Orders, and of the Parochial Clergy ; with 
Acts of Parliament relating to the same, and Forms proposed 
to be used. By Christopher Hodgson, M.A., Secretary to 
the Governors of Queen Anne's Bounty. 

Ninth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. %vo. 16s. 
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The Treasury of Devotion. A 

Manual of Prayers for General and Daily Use. Compiled by a 
Priest Edited by the Rev. T. T. Carter, M.A., Rector of 
Clewer, Berks. 

Sixth Edition. l6mo, 2s. 6d.; Limp cloth, 2s. 

Bound with the Book of Common Prayer. $s. 6d. 

A Dominican Artist. A Sketch 

of the Life of the Rev. Pere Besson, of the Order of St. Dominic. 
By the Author of " The Life of Madame Louise de France," &c. 

Second Edition. Crown %vo. 6s. 

The Reformation of the Church 

of England. Its History, Principles, and Results. A.D. 15 14- 

1547. By John Henry Blunt, M.A., Vicar of Kennington, 

Oxford, Editor of " The Annotated Book of Common Prayer, 

&c, &c. 

Second Edition. Svo. 16s. 
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Fables respecting the Popes of the 

Middle Ages. A Contribution to Ecclesiastical History. By 
John J. Ign. von Dollinger. Translated, with Introduc- 
tion and Appendices, by Alfred Plummer, M.A., Fellow and 
Tutor of Trinity College, Oxford. 

%vo. 14?. 

Sketches of the Rites and Customs 

of the Greco-Russian Church. By H. C. Romanoff. With 

an Introductory Notice by the Author of " The Heir of Red- 

clyffe." 

Second Edition. Crown %vo. Js. 6d. 
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Household Theology. A Handbook 

of Religious Information respecting the Holy Bible, the Prayer 
Book, the Church, the Ministry, Divine Worship, the Creeds, 
&c, &c. By John Henry Blunt, M.A. 

New Edition. Small Svo. 3-r. 6d. 

Curious Myths of the Middle 

Ages. By S. Baring-Gould, M.A., Author of " Post- 
Mediaeval Preachers," &c. 

With Illustrations. New Edition. Crown Svo. &r. 

The Prayer Book Interleaved. 

With Historical Illustrations and Explanatory Notes, arranged 
parallel to the Text. By the Rev. W. M. Campion, D.D., 
Fellow and Tutor of Queen's College, and Rector of St. 
Botolph's, and the Rev. W. J. Beamont, M.A., late 
Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. With a Preface by the 
Lord Bishop of Ely. 

Seventh Edition. Small Svo. *js. 6d. 

Sickness; its Trials and Blessings. 

New Edition. Small Svo. 3J. 6d. 
Also a Cheap Edition, is. 6d. ; or in paper cover, is. 

Hymns and Poems for the Sick 

and Suffering. In connection with the Service for the Visita- 
tion of the Sick. Selected from Various Authors. Edited by 
T. V. Fosbery, M.A., Vicar of St. Giles's, Reading. 

New Edition. Small Svo. $s. 6d. 
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Miscellaneous Poems. By Henry 

Francis Lyte, M.A. 

New Edition.- Small %vo. $s. 

The Happiness of the Blessed. 

. Considered as to the Particulars of their State ; their Recognition 
of each other in that State ; and its Differences of Degrees. To 
which are added, Musings on the Church and her Services. 
By Richard Mant, D.D., sometime Lord Bishop of Down 
and Connor. 

New Edition. Small %vo. y. 6d. 

Catechesis; or, Christian Ins true- 

tion Preparatory to Confirmation and First Communion. By 
Charles Wordsworth, D.C.L., Bishop of St Andrew's. 

New Edition. Small ovo. 2s. 

Warnings of the Holy Week, etc. 

Being a Course of Parochial Lectures for the Week before 
Easter and the Easter Festivals. By the Rev. W. Adams, 
M. A., Author of " Sacred Allegories." 

Sixth Edition. Small &vo. 4s. 6d. 

Consolatio ; or, Comfort for the 

Afflicted. Edited by the Rev. C. E. Kennaway. With a 
Preface by Samuel Wilberforce, D.D., Lord Bishop of 
Winchester. 

New Edition. Small $vo. 3s. 6d. 
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Family Prayers. Compiled from 

Various Sources (chiefly from Bishop Hamilton's Manual), and 
arranged on the Liturgical Principle. By Edward Meyrick 
Goulburn, D.D., Dean of Norwich. 

Nezv Edition. Large Type. Crown %tvo. y. 6d. 
Cheap Edition. i6mo. is. . 

The A nnual Register. A Review 

of Public Events at Home and Abroad, for the Year 1872.. 

$vo. i&r. 
The Volumes of the New Series, 1863 to 1871, may be had, \%s. each. 

Yesterday \ To-Day \ and For 

Ever. A Poem in Twelve Books. By Edward Henry 
Bickersteth, M.A., Vicar of Christ's Church, Hampstead, and 
Chaplain to the Bishop of Ripon. 

Seventh Edition. Small Svo. 6s. 

Bible Readings for Family 

Prayer. By the Rev. W. H. Ridley, M.A., Rector of 

Hambleden. 

Crown &vo. 

Old Testament — Genesis and Exodus 2s. 

New Testament is 6d \ St Matthew and St Mark - 2S ' 
iMew lestament, y. bd. J gt Luke and gt John 2J> 

Liber Precum Publicarum Eccle- 

sise Anglicanae. A Gulielmo Bright, A.M. t et Petro 
Goldsmith Medd, A.M., Presbyteris, Collegii Universitatis 
in Acad. Oxon. Sociis, Latine redditus. 

New Edition, with all the Rubrics in red. Small %vo. 6s. 
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Sacred A llegories. The Shadow of 

the Cross— The Distant Hills— The Old Man's Home— The 
King's Messengers. By the Rev. W. Adams, M.A., late 
Fellow of Merton College, Oxford. 

With numerous Illustrations. 

New Edition. One Vol. Crown %vo. $s. 

The Four Allegories separately. Crown Svo. 2s. 6d. each. 

A Glossary of Ecclesiastical 

Terms. Containing Brief Explanations of Words used in 
Theology, Liturgiology, Chronology, Law, Architecture, Anti- 
quities, Symbolism, Greek Hierology and Mediaeval Latin ; 
together with some account of Titles of our Lord, Emblems of 
Saints, Hymns, Orders, Heresies, Ornaments, Offices, Vest- 
ments and Ceremonial, and Miscellaneous Subjects. By 
Various Writers. Edited by the Rev. Orby Shipley, M. A. 

Crown $vo. iSs. 

Stones of the Temple ; or Lessons 

from the Fabric and Furniture of the Church. By Walter 
Field, M.A., F.S.A., Vicar of Godmersham. 

With numerous Illustrations. Crown %vo. Js. 6d. 

Strena Christiana; a Christian 

New Year's Gift ; or, Brief Exhortations to the Chief Outward 
Acts of Virtue. Translated from the Latin of Sir Harbottle 
Grimston, Bart., Member of Parliament, 1640. $2mo. is. 6a 1 . 

Or the Latin and English together, 320*0, 2s. 6d. 
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A Companion to the Old Testa- 

ment. Being a Plain Commentary on Scripture History, down 
to the Birth of our Lord. 

Small ^vo. 3j. 6d. 



Latin Prose Exercises. Being 

Easy Graduated English Sentences for Translation into Latin, 
with Rules, Explanations, a Vocabulary, and Index. Intended 
for the Use of Beginners and Junior Forms of Schools. By 
R. Prowde Smith, B.A., Assistant Master at the Grammar 
School, Henley-on-Thames. 

Crown %vo. 2s. 6d. 

A Theory of Harmony. Founded 

on the Tempered Scale. With Question and Exercises for the 
use of Students. By John Stainer, Mus. Doc, M.A., Magd. 
Coll., Oxon, Organist to St Paul's Cathedral. 

Second Edition. %vo. *js. 6d. 

Selections from Lucian. With 

English Notes. By Evelyn Abbott, Assistant Master in 

Clifton College. 

Small fkro. y. 6d. 

Progressive Kxercises in Latin 

Elegiac Verse. By C. G. Gepp, B.A., late Junior Student 
of Christ Church, Oxford, and Assistant Master at Tonbridge 
School. 

Second Edition, Revised. Crown fkro. $s. 6d. 
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Nkw Publications 



Examples of Conies and Curves. 

By the Rev. W. H. Laverty, M.A., Fellow and Mathematical 
Lecturer of Queen's College, and Public Examiner in the 
University of Oxford. 

Fcap. 4/0. 2s. 6d. 

Materials and Models for Greek 

and Latin Prose Composition. Selected and arranged by J . Y. 
Sargent, M.A., Tutor, late Fellow of Magdalen College, Ox- 
ford; and T. F. Dallin x M.A., Fellow and Tutor of Queen's 
College, Oxford. 

Crown &vo. *js. 6d. 

The First Hebrew Book; on the 

Plan of "Henry's First Latin Book." 'By the late Thomas 
Kerchever Arnold, M. A., formerly Fellow of Trinity College, 
Cambridge. 

New Edition. \2mo. Js.6d. 

Madvigs Syntax of the Greek 

LANGUAGE, especially of the Attic Dialect, for the use of 
Schools. Translated by Henry Browne, M. A., and edited by 
the late T. K. Arnold, M.A. 

New Edition. Imperial l6mo. Ss. 6d. 

A Sketch of Grecian and Roman 

History. By A. H. Beesly, M. A., Assistant Master at Marl- 
borough College. 

With Maps. Small &vo. [Nearly ready. 
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English Church Defence Tracts. 

No. i. ROMAN MISQUOTATIONS. 

No. a. ARE CLERGYMEN OF THE ENGLISH CHURCH RIGHTLY 
ORDAINED ? 

No. 3. PAPAL INFALLIBILITY. 

No. 4. MORE ABOUT " ROMAN MISQUOTATIONS : " IN REPLY 
TO A PAMPHLET ENTITLED "ANGLICAN MISRE- 
PRESENTATIONS." 

$vo. 3d. each. 



The Shortened Order for Morning and Even- 

ing Prayer daily throughout the Year except on Sunday, 
Christmas Day, Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and Ascension 
Day. With " The Act of Uniformity Amendment Act." 

Royal yzmo. id. 



An Additional Order for Evening Prayer on 

Sundays and Holy-Days throughout the Year taken from the 
Holy Scriptures, and Book of Common Prayer, and approved by 
the Ordinary for use in the Diocese of Peterborough, with 
a Table of Occasional Psalms and Lessons as approved by 
the Ordinary. 

Royal $2mo, id. 
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New Pamphlets 



A Charge to the Clergy of the Diocese of St. 

David's. Delivered by Connop, Lord Bishop of St. David's 

at liis Eleventh Visitation, October and November 1872. With 

an Appendix. 

%vo. 2s. 6d. 

A Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Dio- 

cese of Llandaff, at his Eighth Visitation, July 1872. By 
Alfred Ollivant, D.D., Bishop of Llandaff. 

&V0. 2S. 

A Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Dio- 

cese of Bangor at his Fifth Visitation, August 1872. By J. C. 
Campbell, D.D., Bishop of Bangor. 

%vo. is. 

Indian Missions. A Letter to His Grace 

the Archbishop of Canterbury. From Henry Alexander 
Douglas, D.D., Bishop of Bombay. 

%vo. is. 

The Great Commission. Meditations on 

Home and Foreign Missions. Designed originally for the 
December Ember Week of the Year 1872, in which falls the 
Appointed Day of Humble Supplication for an Increase of 
the Number of Missionaries, and for the Blessing of Almighty 
God upon their Labours. By Edward Meyrick Goulburn, 
D.D., Dean of Norwich. 

Small %vo. 6d. 
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Nkw Pamphlets 



The Life of Faith and the Athanasian Creed. 

A Sermon preached before the University of Oxford in the 
Church of St. Mary the Virgin on the Twenty-First Sunday 
after Trinity, 1872. By H. P. Liddon, D.D., Ireland Pro- 
fessor of Exegesis and Canon of St. Paul's. 

Svo. is. 

A Common Sense View of the Athanasian 

Creed Question. By Henry Arthur Woodgate, B.D., 
Rector of Belbroughton. 

Crown Svo. qd. 

Our Position as Catholics in the Church of 

England. A Letter to a Friend. By the Rev. Arthur 
Wollaston Hutton, B. A., formerly Scholar of Exeter College, 
Assistant-Curate of St. Barnabas, Oxford. 

Svo. is. 

Defence of the English Ordinal. With some 

Observations upon Spiritual Jurisdiction and the Power of 

the Keys. By the Rev. W. R. Churton, M.A., Fellow of 

King's College, Cambridge, and Honorary Canon of Rochester 

Cathedral. 

Svo, cloth. 3*. 

The Colour of the Cross. An Allegory. 

By J. G. S. Nichol, Head Master of King James's Grammar 
School, and Curate of Knaresborough. 

Crown Svo. is. 
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Commentary on tfje (Bt&p&g 

Devotional Commentary on the Gospel Narra- 

tive. By the Rev. Isaac Williams, B.D., formerly Fellow 
of Trinity College, Oxford. 
New Edition. Eight Volumes. Crown $vo. $s. each. 

Thoughts on the Study of the Holy Gospels. 

Characteristic Differences in the Four Gospels — Our Lord's Manifestations of 
Himself— The Rule of Scriptural Interpretation furnished by our Lord — 
Analogies of the Gospel— Mention of Angels in the Gospels — Places of Our 
Lord's Abode and Ministry — Our Lord's Mode of DjfkHng with His 
Apostles — Conclusion . __ 

A Harmony of the Four Evangelists. 

Our Lord's Nativity — Our Lord's Ministry (Secmd Year) — Our Lord's 
Ministry {Third Year) — The Holy Week— Our Lord's Resurrection. 

Our Lord's Nativity. 
The Birth at Bethlehem— The Baptism in Jordan— The First Passover. 

Our Lord's Ministry. Second Year. 

The Second Passover — Christ with the Twelve — The Twelve sent Forth. 

Our Lord's Ministry. Third Year. 

Teaching in Galilee — Teaching at Jerusalem— Lest Journey from Galilee to 

Jerusalem. 

The Holy Week. 

The Approach to Jerusalem— The Teaching in the Temple — The Discourse on 

the Mount of Olives — The Last Supper. 

Our Lord's Passion. 

The Hour of Darkness — The Agony — The Apprehension — The Condemnation — _ 
The Day of Sorrows — The Hall of Judgment — The Crucifixion — The 
Sepulture. 

Our Lord's Resurrection. 

The Day of Days — The Grave Visited— Christ Appearing — The Going to 
Rmmaus— The Forty Days — The Apostles Assembled — The Lake in Galilee 
— The Mountain in Galilee — The Return from Galilee. 



5Sntform im'tlj tfje abobe. 
The Apocalypse, with Notes and Reflections. 

[In the Press. 
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The Characters of the Old 

Testament. A Series of 
Sermons. $s. 



Female Characters of 

Holy Scripture. A Series 
of Sern ons. $s. 
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Small %vo. 2s. 6d. each. 



A Key to the Knowledge and Use of the Book 

of Common Prayer. By John Henry Blunt, M.A., F.S.A., 
Editor of "The Annotated Book of Common Prayer." 



A Key to the Knowledge and Use of the Holy 

Bible. By John Henry Blunt, M. A. 

A Key to the Knowledge of Church History 

(Ancient). Edited by John Henry Blunt, M. A. 

A Key to the Knowledge of Church History 

(Modern). Edited by John Henry Blunt, M.A. 



A Key to Christian Doctrine and Practice. 

(Founded on the Church Catechism. ) By John Henry Blunt, 
M.A. 



A Key to the Narrative of the Four Gospels. 

By John Pilkington N orris, M.A., Canon of Bristol, for- 
merly one of Her Majesty's Inspectors of Schools. 

A Key to the Narrative of the Acts of the 

Apostles. By John Pilkington N orris, M.A. 
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1 2 mo. 



By J. HAMBLIN SMITH, M.A., 

OF GONVILLE AND CAIUS COLLEGE, AND LATE LECTURER AT ST. PETER'S COLLEGE, 



CAMBRIDGE. 



Algebra. 

Part I. 3J. Without Answers, 2s. 6d. 

Exercises on Algebra. 

Part I. 2s. 6d. [Copies may be had without the Answers.] 

Elementary Trigonometry. 

4s. 6d. 

Elementary Hydrostatics. 
Elements of Geometry. 

Containing Books I to 6, and portions of Books 1 1 and 12 of 
Euclid, witr; Exercises and Notes. 3<r. 6d. 

Books i and 2 ; Books 3 and 4 ; Books 5 and 6 ; and portions 
of Books 11 and 12 ; 2s. each; or limp cloth , is. 6d. 

Elementary Statics. 

By B. J. GROSS, M.A., 

FELLOW OF GONVILLE AND CAIUS COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE. 

Algebra. 

Part II. [In the Press. 

By G. RICHARDSON, M.A., 

ASSISTANT MASTER AT WINCHESTER COLLEGE, AND LATE FELLOW OF ST. JOHN'S 

COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE. 

Geometrical Conic Sections. 

[In the Press. 
Other Works are in Preparation. 
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Catena Clajwicorum 

A Series of Classical Authors. Edited by Members of both Universities, under 
the Direction of the Rev. Arthur Holmes, M. A. , Senior Fellow and Dean 
of Clare College, Cambridge, and late Preacher at the Chapel Royal, White- 
hall; atid the Rev. Charles Bi£g>, M.A., late Senior Student and Tutor 
of Christ Church, Oxford j. Principal of Brighton College. 

Sophoclis Tragoediae. 

THE ELECTRA, y. 6d. THE AJAX, 3*. 6d. 
Edited by R. C. JebD, M.A., Fellow and Tutor of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, and Public Orator of the University. 

Juvenalis Satirae. 

Edited by G. A. Simcox, M. A. , Fellow and Classical Lecturer of Queen's 
College, Oxford. New Edition, revised. 5*. 

Thucydidis Historia. 

Edited by Chas. Bigg", M.A., late Senior Student and Tutor of Christ 
Church, Oxford ; Principal of Brighton College. 

Books I. and II., with Introductions, dr. 

Demosthenis Orationes Publicae. 

THE OLYNTHIACS. 2*. td. THE PHILIPPICS, 3*. DEI 

FALSA LEGATIOkE, dr. 
Edited by G. H. Heslop, M.A., late Fellow and Assistant Tutor of 
Queen's College, Oxford ; Head Master of St Bees. 

Aristojbhanis Comoediae. 

THE ACHARNIANS and THE KNIGHTS, 4*. . THE 

CLOUDS, v. 6et. THE WASPS, 3* 6d. 
Edited by W. C. Green, M. A., late Fellow of King's College, Cambridge; 
Assistant Master at Rugby School. 

An Edition of THE ACHARNIANS and THE KNIGHTS, Re- 
vised and especially adapted for Use in Schools. 4*. 

Isocratis Orationes. 

AD DEMONICUM ET PANEGYRICUS. 4*. 6d. 

Edited by John Edwin Sandys, M.A., Fellow and Tutor of St. John's 

College, Classical Lecturer at Jesus College, Cambridge. 

Persii Satirae. 

Edited by A. Pretor, M. A., Fellow of St. Catherine's College, Cambridge, 
Classical Lecturer of Trinity Hall. $s.6d. 

Homeri Mas. 

Edited by S. H. Reynolds, M.A, late Fellow and Tutor of Brasenose 
College, Oxford. Books I. to XII. 6s. 

Terenti Comoediae. 

ANDRIA ET EUNUCHUS. 4*. M. 

Edited by T. L. Papillon, M.A, Fellow of New College, Oxford, late 

Fellow of Merton. 

Demosthenis Orationes. 
DE CORONA, ss. 

Edited by the Rev. Arthur Holmes, M.A., Senior Fellow and Dean of 
Clare College, Cambridge, and late Preacher at the Chapel Royal, Whitehall. 

Herodoti Historia. 

Edited by H. G. Woods, Fellow and Tutor of Trinity College, Oxford. 

Book I. dr. Book II. 5$. 



EonUon ♦ ®xfart • Cambridge 



delect piapf of ©fmlwfpere 

RUGBY EDITION. With an Introduction and Notes to 

each Play. Small &vo. 

As YOU Like It. a*. ; paper cover, is. 6d. 

Edited by the Rev. Charles E. Moberly, M.A., Assistant Master in 
Rugby School, formerly Scholar of Balliol College, Oxford. 

JfldCdcth. 2J. ; paper cover, is. 6d. 
Edited by the same. 

CoflOlClftUS. «• 6d- J paper cover, ts. 

Edited by Robert Whitelaw, M.A., Assistant Master in Rugby School, 
formerly Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 

. H&Wllct. 2*. 6d. ; paper covers, zs. 

Edited by the Rev. Charles E. Moberly, M.A. 

The Tempest. U» preparation. 

Edited by J. Surtees PhiUpottS, M.A., Assistant Master in Rugby 
School, formerly Fellow of New College, Oxford. 

Muck Ado about Nothing. Un preparation. 

Edited by the same. 

Other Plays are in Preparation. 



* * 

* 



©CDtt'KJf Lay of the Last Minstrel. 

R UGBY EDITION. Edited, with an Introduction, Notes, and Glossary, 
by J. Surtees PhillpottS, M.A., Assistant Master in Rugby School, 
formerly Fellow of New College, Oxford. 

Scene* from (Freefe Plag# 

RUGBY EDITION. Abridged and Adapted for the use of Schools, by 
Arthur SidgWick, M.A., Assistant Master in Rugby School, and for- 
merly Fellow ot Trinity College, Cambridge. 

Aristophanes. 

THE CLOUDS. THE FROGS. THE KNIGHTS. PLUTUS. 

Euripides. 

IPHIGENIA IN TAURIS. THE CYCLOPS. ION. 

Small Zvo. is. 6d. each; paper cover, is. 
* # * Other Plays are in Preparation. 
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Elegantly printed with red borders. l6mo. 2s. (yd. 

Thomas a Kempis, Of the Imitation of Christ. 
Introduction to the Devout Life. 

From the French of S. Francis of Sales, Bishop and Prince of 
Geneva. 

A Short and Plain Instruction for the Better 

Understanding of the Lord's Supper: to which is annexed, the 
Office of the Holy Communion, with Proper Helps and Directions. 
By Thomas Wilson, D.D., late Lord Bishop of Sodorand Man. 
Complete Edition, in large type. 

The Rule and Exercises of Holy Living. 

By Jeremy Taylor, D.D., Bishop of Down and Connor, and- 
Dromore. 

The Rule and Exercises of Holy Dying. 

By Jeremy Taylor, D.D., Bishop of Down and Connor, and 
Dromore. 
The "Holy Living " and the " Holy Dying " may be had 
bound together in One Vol. $s. 

A Practical Treatise concerning Evil Thoughts. 

By William Chilcot, M.A. 

The English Poems of George Herbert. 

Together with his Collection of Proverbs, entitled "Jacula 
Prudentum. " 

The Christian Year : Thoughts in Verse for 

the Sundays and Holy Days throughout the Year. 

Cheap Edition, without the Red Borders. 

Thomas a Kempis, Of the Imitation of Christ. 

Limp cloth, is.; or in cover, 6d. 

Bishop Wilsons Holy Communion. 

Large type. Limp cloth, is.; or in cover, 6d. 

yeremy Taylor s Holy Living. Limp doth, u. 
Jeremy Taylors Holy Dying. Limp doth, u. 
Holy Living and Holy Dying, in One Vol, 2s. 6d. 

The Christian Year. Limp cloth, is., or in cover, 6d. 
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